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PRELIMS PYQs  

 
Q.1) Consider the following statements:                                                                  

[UPSC – 2020] 
1. Jet streams occur in the Northern 

Hemisphere only. 
2. Only some cyclones develop an eye. 
3. The temperature inside the eye of a 

cyclone is nearly 10°C lesser than that of 
the surroundings. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 2 only 
D. 1 and 3 only 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 is incorrect.: Jet streams do not 

occur only in the Northern Hemisphere. They 
are found in both hemispheres, mainly in the 
upper troposphere along the mid-latitudes 
and subtropical regions (e.g., Polar Jet Stream 
and Subtropical Jet Stream). 

 Statement 2 is correct.: Only some cyclones 
develop an eye. 

o A well-defined eye is a feature of intense 
tropical cyclones. 

o Weak or moderate cyclones and extra-tropical 
cyclones generally do not have a clear eye. 

 Statement 3 is incorrect.: The temperature 
inside the eye of a tropical cyclone is higher 
(warmer) than the surrounding areas due to 
descending air and adiabatic warming. 

o It is not 10°C lower, but rather several degrees 
higher than the surrounding cloud walls. 

 
Q.2) Consider the following statements: (2019) 

1. Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory 
Board (PNGRB) is the first regulatory 
body set up by the Government of India. 

2. One of the tasks of PNGRB is to ensure 
competitive markets for gas. 

3. Appeals against the decisions of PNGRB 
go before the Appellate Tribunal for 
Electricity. 

Which of the statements given above are 
correct? 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
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D. 1, 2 and 3 
Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 is incorrect: The Petroleum and 

Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) was 
constituted under the Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006. It is not the 
first independent regulatory body in India. The 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), 
established under the TRAI Act, 1997, was the 
first independent regulator. Hence, Statement 
1 is incorrect. 

 Statement 2 is correct: One of the statutory 
functions of PNGRB is to protect the interests 
of consumers and entities engaged in 
petroleum, petroleum products, and natural 
gas, and to promote competitive markets in 
these sectors. 

 Statement 3 is correct: As per Section 110 of 
the Electricity Act, 2003, the Appellate 
Tribunal for Electricity (APTEL) acts as the 
appellate authority for appeals against 
decisions of the PNGRB. 

 
Q.3) Consider the following statements: (2019)  

1. The United Nations Convention against 
Corruption (UNCAC) has a ‘Protocol 
against the Smuggling of Migrants by 
Land, Sea and Air’.  

2. The UNCAC is the ever-first legally 
binding global anti-corruption 
instrument.  

3. A highlight of the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime (UNTOC) is the 
inclusion of a specific chapter aimed at 
returning assets to their rightful owners 
from whom they had been taken 
illicitly.  

4. The United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) is mandated by its 
member States to assist in the 
implementation of both UNCAC and 
UNTOC.   

Which of the statements given above is 
correct?  
A. 1 and 3 only   
B. 2, 3 and 4 only   
C. 2 and 4 only   
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4   

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
 
Q.4) Consider the following statements with 

reference to India:                             (2023) 
1. According to the Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises Development 
(MSMED) Act, 2006, medium 
enterprises are those having investment 
in plant and machinery between ₹15 
crore and ₹25 crore. 

2. All bank loans extended to Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises qualify under 
the priority sector. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 
Q.5) Two Greenfield airport projects in India are 

being implemented on the Build–Own–
Operate–Transfer (BOOT) basis. One is at 
Bengaluru. Where is the other one located? 
(CDS-I/2008) 
A. Hyderabad 
B. Chennai 
C. Kolkata 
D. Mumbai 

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
 Bengaluru: Kempegowda International 

Airport was developed as a Greenfield airport 
under the BOOT/PPP model. 
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 Hyderabad: Rajiv Gandhi International Airport 
is the other Greenfield airport developed 
under the BOOT framework. 

 
Q.6) The term ‘Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions’ is sometimes seen in the news 
in the context of (2016) 
A. pledges made by the European 

countries to rehabilitate refugees from 
the war-affected Middle East  

B. plan of action outlined by the countries 
of the world to combat climate change  

C. capital contributed by the member 
countries in the establishment of Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank  

D. plan of action outlined by the countries 
of the world regarding Sustainable 
Development Goals  

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 
Q.7) The most important fishing grounds of the 

world are found in the regions where:     
(2007) 
A. Warm and cold atmospheric currents 

meet 
B. Rivers drain out large amounts of 

freshwater into the sea 
C. Warm and cold oceanic currents meet 
D. ConƟnental shelf is undulaƟng 

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
The world’s richest fishing grounds are located in 
regions where warm and cold ocean currents 
converge. This convergence leads to: 
 Upwelling of nutrient-rich cold waters, which 

brings nitrates and phosphates from the 
ocean depths to the surface. 

 High plankton productivity, as phytoplankton 
thrive on these nutrients and form the base of 
the marine food chain. 

 Abundant fish populations, since plankton 
supports zooplankton and subsequently large 
shoals of fish. 

Classic examples include: 

 Grand Banks of Newfoundland (meeting of 
the warm Gulf Stream and cold Labrador 
Current) 

 Waters off Japan (meeting of the warm 
Kuroshio and cold Oyashio currents) 

 
Q.8) In the context of India, which of the following 

is/are considered to be practice(s) of eco-
friendly agriculture? (2020) 
1. Crop diversification  
2. Legume intensification 
3. Tensiometer use  
4. Vertical farming 
Select the correct answer using the code given 
below:  
A. 1, 2 and 3 only  
B. 3 only  
C. 4 only  
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4  

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
 
Q.9) What are the possible limitations of India in 

mitigating global warming at present and in 
the immediate future?    (2010) 
1. Appropriate alternative technologies 

are not sufficiently available. 
2. India cannot invest huge funds in 

research and development. 
3. Many developed countries have already 

set up their polluting industries in India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
Options: 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B.  2 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 – Correct: Many advanced 

mitigation technologies (carbon capture, 
large-scale storage, affordable green 
alternatives) are either not fully available or 
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not accessible at scale for developing 
countries like India in the immediate term. 

 Statement 2 – Correct: India faces financial 
constraints in investing huge resources in R&D 
due to competing development priorities such 
as poverty alleviation, infrastructure, health, 
and education. Hence, India seeks 
concessional finance and technology transfer 
under international climate agreements. 

 Statement 3 – Incorrect: While some 
pollution-intensive industries have shifted to 
developing countries, it is not accurate to 
claim that many developed countries have 
already set up their polluting industries in 
India as a principal limitation to India’s 
mitigation efforts. This statement 
overgeneralizes and is not supported in UPSC 
context. 

 
Q.10) Which one of the following laser types is used 

in a laser printer? 
A. Dye laser 
B. Gas laser 
C. Semiconductor laser 
D. Excimer laser 

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
 Modern laser printers use semiconductor 

lasers (laser diodes) to generate a focused 
and scanned laser beam that forms the latent 
image on the photoconductor drum. 
Semiconductor lasers are compact, energy-
efficient, low-cost, and reliable—making them 
ideal for printers, scanners, and barcode 
readers. 

 Other lasers serve different purposes: gas 
lasers (CO₂, He–Ne) for cutting or alignment, 
excimer lasers for UV processing, and dye 
lasers mainly for laboratory applications. 

 
Q.11) Consider the following statements with 

reference to India: (2023) 
1. According to the Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises Development 
(MSMED) Act, 2006, the ‘medium 

enterprises’ are those with investments 
in plant and machinery between ₹15 
crore and ₹25 crore. 

2. All bank loans to the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises qualify under the 
priority sector. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
Statement 1: Incorrect  
 The statement refers to the MSMED Act, 

2006, but the classification of MSMEs has 
been revised. 

 Since 2020 (effective 1 July 2020), MSMEs are 
classified based on a composite criterion of 
investment AND annual turnover, not 
investment alone. 

 Under the revised norms: 
o Medium enterprises are those with 
 Investment ≤ ₹50 crore and 
 Turnover ≤ ₹250 crore 

 Therefore, the claim that medium enterprises 
have investment between ₹15–25 crore is 
outdated and incorrect. 

Statement 2: Correct  
 As per RBI Priority Sector Lending (PSL) 

guidelines, all bank loans to MSMEs qualify 
under the priority sector, subject to 
prescribed limits. 

 This policy aims to ensure adequate credit 
flow to MSMEs, which are crucial for 
employment and inclusive growth. 

 
Q.12) With reference to the Stand Up India Scheme, 

which of the following statements is/are 
correct? (2016) 
1. Its purpose is to promote 

entrepreneurship among SC/ST and 
women entrepreneurs. 

2. It provides for refinance through SIDBI. 
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Select the correct answer using the code given 
below: 
A. 1 only 
B.  2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 is correct. The Stand Up India 

Scheme, launched in 2016, aims to promote 
entrepreneurship among Scheduled Castes 
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and women 
entrepreneurs, particularly at the grassroots 
level, by facilitating bank loans for greenfield 
enterprises. 

 Statement 2 is correct. The scheme provides a 
refinance facility through SIDBI (Small 
Industries Development Bank of India) to 
banks, enabling them to extend credit under 
the Stand Up India framework. 

 
Q.13) Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic 

part of Right to Life and Personal Liberty. 
Which of the following in the Constitution of 
India correctly and appropriately imply the 
above statement? (2018)  
A. Article 14 and the provisions under the 

42nd Amendment to the 
Constitution.     

B. Article 17 and the Directive Principles of 
State Policy in Part IV.     

C. Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed 
in Part III.     

D. Article 24 and the provisions under the 
44th Amendment to the Constitution.     

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
 
Q.14) Which of the following are envisaged as being 

part of the ‘Right against Exploitation’ in the 
Constitution of India?                                                                                     
(CDS-II/2011) 
1. Prohibition of traffic in human beings 

and forced labour. 
2. Abolition of untouchability. 

3. Protection of the interests of the 
minorities. 

4. Prohibition of employment of children 
in factories and mines. 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below: 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 1 and 3 
C. 1 and 4 
D. 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: C 
Explanation: 
The Right against Exploitation is a specific category 
of Fundamental Rights in the Indian Constitution 
comprising Articles 23 and 24. 
 Article 23 prohibits traffic in human beings, 

begar, and other forms of forced labour → 
Statement 1 is correct. 

 Article 24 prohibits the employment of 
children below 14 years in factories, mines, 
or hazardous occupations → Statement 4 is 
correct. 

The other statements belong to different 
Fundamental Rights: 
 Abolition of untouchability (Statement 2) falls 

under the Right to Equality (Article 17). 
 Protection of minorities’ interests (Statement 

3) falls under Cultural and Educational Rights 
(Article 29). 

Therefore, only statements 1 and 4 are part of the 
Right against Exploitation. 

 
Q.15) Which one of the following sculptures found 

at Sanchi Stupa is NOT directly inspired by 
Buddhist ideas?        (NDA-I/2025) 
A. Empty seat 
B. Shalabhanjika 
C. Tree 
D. Wheel 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
The sculptures at the Sanchi Stupa reflect a synthesis 
of both Buddhist and non-Buddhist traditions. 
 The empty seat (throne), tree (Bodhi tree), 

and wheel (Dharmachakra) are direct 
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Buddhist symbols, used during the aniconic 
phase of Buddhist art to represent: 

o Buddha’s meditation (empty throne), 
o Enlightenment (Bodhi tree), 
o First sermon at Sarnath (Dharmachakra). 
 In contrast, the Shalabhanjika (or 

Shalabhjika) is not a Buddhist symbol in 
origin. 

o It is a pre-Buddhist fertility motif, depicting a 
woman holding or touching a tree branch. 

o In ancient Indian belief systems, such a 
maiden’s touch was thought to make trees 
blossom, symbolising fertility, abundance, 
and prosperity. 

o Though later incorporated into Buddhist 
gateways (toranas) at Sanchi for 
auspiciousness and decorative enrichment, it 
derives from popular folk and secular 
traditions, not Buddhist philosophy. 

 Thus, Shalabhanjika represents the 
assimilation of indigenous cultural motifs 
into Buddhist art, rather than a concept 
inspired directly by Buddhist doctrine. 

 
Q.16) Which one of the following aerospace 

companies designed and manufactured 
Falcon 9, a reusable rocket? (CAPF 2022) 
A. Blue Origin 
B. Boeing 
C. Lockheed Martin 
D. SpaceX 

Answer: D 
Explanation: 
 Falcon 9 is a two-stage, orbital-class reusable 

launch vehicle designed and manufactured by 
SpaceX. 

 It pioneered first-stage recovery and reuse, 
significantly lowering launch costs. 

 In December 2015, SpaceX achieved the first 
successful vertical landing of an orbital-class 
rocket booster after an orbital mission. 

 The first-stage booster is routinely reflown 
multiple times, making Falcon 9 the primary 
operational reusable rocket in the 
commercial launch sector. 

 Blue Origin focuses on vehicles like New 
Shepard and New Glenn; Boeing and Lockheed 
Martin are major aerospace firms but did not 
design Falcon 9. 

 
Q.17) Consider the following statements about the 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission: (UPSC 2025) 
1. It is important for the upliftment of 

rural poor as majority of low-producing 
indigenous animals are with small and 
marginal farmers and landless 
labourers. 

2. It was initiated to promote indigenous 
cattle and buffalo rearing and 
conservation in a scientific and holistic 
manner. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
A. I only 
B. II only 
C. Both I and II 
D.  Neither I nor II 

Answer: C 
Explanation:   
Statement 1 – Correct  
 In India, more than 80% of indigenous (low-

producing) cattle are owned by: 
o Small and marginal farmers 
o Landless labourers 

 These groups depend on cattle for: 
o Supplementary income 
o Livelihood security 

 The Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) 
specifically targets this section by: 
o Improving indigenous breeds 
o Providing better breeding services 

 Hence, it directly contributes to the 
upliftment of the rural poor. 

Statement 2 – Correct  
 The mission was launched in 2014. 
 Its objectives include: 

o Conservation and development of 
indigenous cattle breeds 

o Scientific breeding and genetic 
improvement 
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o Increasing productivity while preserving 
native breeds 

 It adopts a holistic approach through: 
o Breed improvement programmes 
o Artificial insemination at farmers’ 

doorsteps 
o Establishment of Gokul Grams 

 Therefore, the statement is factually correct. 
 
Q.18) Which of the following provisions of the 

Constitution does India have a bearing on 
Education? (2012) 
1. Directive Principles of State Policy    
2. Rural and Urban Local Bodies    
3. Fifth Schedule    
4. Sixth Schedule    
5. Seventh Schedule    
Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:    
A. 1 and 2 only    
B. 3, 4 and 5 only    
C. 1, 2 and 5 only    
D. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5    

Answer: D 
Explanation: 
 
Q.19) Which of the following pairs is/are correctly 

matched? 
1. Malaria : Mycobacterium 
2. Tuberculosis (TB) : Plasmodium 
Select the answer using the code given 
below: 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 
Explanation: 
 Pair 1 is incorrect: Malaria is caused by 

protozoan parasites of the genus Plasmodium, 
not Mycobacterium. 

 Pair 2 is incorrect: Tuberculosis is caused by 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, not Plasmodium. 

 
Q.20) Consider the following statements:                                                                               

(2016) 
1. The International Solar Alliance was 

launched at the United Nations Climate 
Change Conference in 2015. 

2. The Alliance includes all the member 
countries of the United Nations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 – Correct: The International 

Solar Alliance (ISA) was launched in 2015 on 
the sidelines of the UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP21) in Paris by India and 
France. 

 Statement 2 – Incorrect: Initially, ISA 
membership was open only to countries 
located fully or partly between the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn (torrid zone). 

 Although in 2018 membership was opened to 
all UN member states, not all UN members 
are ISA members in practice. 

 
Q.21) How many Delimitation Commissions have 

been constituted by the Government of India 
till December 2023? (2024) 
A. One  
B. Two  
C. Three  
D. Four    

Answer: D 
Explanation: 
 
Q.22) Tableaux of which one of the following States 

was adjudged the best in the Republic Day 
Parade, 2023?    (NDA 2023) 
A. UƩarakhand 
B. Punjab 
C. Gujarat 
D. UƩar Pradesh 

Answer: A 



 

Call: 91335 17733    KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy - ( 8 )  

https://t.me/kpiasacademy/6154  

Explanation: 
 The tableau of Uttarakhand was adjudged the 

best among States and Union Territories 
participating in the Republic Day Parade 2023. 

 The results were officially announced by the 
Ministry of Defence, based on the assessment 
of an expert jury. 

Theme of Uttarakhand Tableau 
 “Manaskhand” 
 Featured: 
o Jageshwar Dham (ancient temple complex, 

Almora) 
o Corbett National Park 
o State’s rich flora and fauna, including: 
 Monal bird 
 Musk deer 
Other Rankings (Judges’ Category) 
 Second: Maharashtra 
o Theme: Sade Tin Shaktipithe and Nari Shakti 
 Third: Uttar Pradesh 
o Theme: Ayodhya Deepotsav 
People’s Choice Category 
 
Q.23) Consider the following statements: (2023) 

The ‘Stability and Growth Pact’ of the 
European Union is a treaty that  
1. limits the levels of the budgetary deficit 

of the countries of the European Union  
2. makes the countries of the European 

Union to share their infrastructure 
facilitie  

3. enables the countries of the European 
Union to share their technologie  

How many of the above statements are 
correct  
A. Only one  
B. Only two  
C. All three  
D. None  

Answer: A 
Explanation: 
 
Q.24) With reference to the role of UN-Habitat in 

the United Nations programme working 
towards a better urban future, which of the 

statements is/are correct? (2017) 
1. UN-Habitat has been mandated by the 

United Nations General Assembly to 
promote socially and environmentally 
sustainable towns and cities to provide 
adequate shelter for all.    

2. Its partners are either governments or 
local urban authorities only.    

3. UN-Habitat contributes to the overall 
objective of the United Nations system 
to reduce poverty and to promote 
access to safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation.    

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:    
A. 1, 2 and 3    
B. 1 and 3 only    
C. 2 and 3 only    
D. 1 only    

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 
Q.25) Which of the following are the discretionary 

powers given to the Governor of a State? 
(2014) 
1. Sending a report to the President of 

India for imposing the President’s Rule 
2. Appointing the Ministers 
3. Reserving certain Bills passed by the 

State Legislature for consideration of 
the President of India 

4. Making the rules to conduct the 
business of the State Government 

Options: 
A. 1 and 2 only 
B. 1 and 3 only 
C. 2, 3 and 4 only 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 Statement 1 – Correct Sending a report to the 

President under Article 356 is a discretionary 
power of the Governor. 

 Statement 2 – Incorrect: Appointment of 
Ministers is done on the aid and advice of the 
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Chief Minister, not at the Governor’s 
discretion. 

 Statement 3 – Correct: Reserving a Bill for the 
President’s consideration under Article 200 is 
a discretionary power. 

 Statement 4 – Incorrect: Rules for conducting 
the business of the State Government are 
made by the Council of Ministers, not by the 
Governor independently. 

 
Q.26) In India, under cyber insurance for 

individuals, which of the following benefits 
are generally covered, in addition to payment 
for the loss of funds and other benefits? 
(2020)     
1. Cost of restoration of the computer 

system in case of malware disrupting 
access to one’s computer     

2. Cost of a new computer if some 
miscreant wilfully damages it, if proved 
so     

3. Cost of hiring a specialised consultant to 
minimise the loss in case of cyber 
extortion     

4. Cost of defence in the Court of Law if 
any third-party files a suit     

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:   
A. 1, 2 and 4 only     
B. 1, 3 and 4 only     
C. 2 and 3 only     
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4     

Answer: B 
Explanation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


