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Cyclone Ditwah: Red Alert for
Tirupati, Prakasam and Nellore

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance: GS-3: Cyclone management

Important Key Words for Prelims
and Mains

Heavy Rains in Nellore - Deccan Chronicle

For Prelims

e Facts about Tropical Cyclones in Bay of Background / Present Status

Bengal, Cyclone Ditwah, IMD Alerts, » Cyclone Ditwah is moving parallel to

Affected Districts in AP
For Mains
e Cyclone management in  India,

Vulnerability of East Coast, Disaster
Preparedness, Impact on Agriculture &

Fisheries, Climate Change Linkages Inter-
state Coordination, Role of IMD & NDMA

the Tamil Nadu-Puducherry coast.

e Currently at the weakening stage,
expected to reduce into a depression.

e Moderate to heavy rainfall already
recorded in Nellore & Tirupati.

¢ Fishermen advised not to venture into
the sea till December 2.

Why in News Key Features of Cyclone Ditwah
On 30 November 2025, a Red Alert was issued 1. Rainfall Impact
for Tirupati, Prakasam, and Nellore districts. e Heavy to very heavy rainfall:
o Cyclone Ditwah over the Bay of Bengal o Tirupati, Prakasam, Nellore
is expected to weaken into a depression o YSR Kadapa, Annamayya, Bapatla
by early Monday. o Chittoor, Sri Sathya Sai, Anantapur,
e IMD warns of very heavy rainfall, Nandyal
squally winds, and dangerous sea o Palnadu, Guntur, Krishna, West

conditions. Godavari, Konaseema

e Andhra Pradesh govt has activated | 2. Wind Impact
control rooms in vulnerable districts.

e Squally winds:

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy ()] Cell: 91335 17733
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o 45-55 kmph, gusting up to 65 kmph
(morning)
o Expected to reduce to 35-45 kmph,
gusting 55 kmph by evening
3. Sea & Coastal Impact
e Rough sea conditions

o Fishermen strictly prohibited from

venturing into sea till December 2

e Waves & water surge risks along south
coastal Andhra Pradesh

What IMD Says

e Rainfall will intensify from Sunday
night to Monday morning.

e System likely to weaken steadily.
TN-
Puducherry coast, reducing landfall

e Cyclone track parallel to

risks.

Regions to Watch (AP)

¢ Red Alert: Tirupati, Prakasam, Nellore

¢ Heavy Rainfall Expected: YSR Kadapa,
Chittoor, Sri
Sathya Sai, Nandyal, Palnadu, Guntur,

Annamayya, Bapatla,
Krishna, West Godavari, Konaseema

Government Measures / Advisory

e District control rooms activated.
o Citizens urged to avoid:

o Water-logging zones

o Low-lying vulnerable areas

o Travel during peak rain hours

e Fishermen not allowed in sea till

December 2.
e Emergency teams on standby in coastal
districts.

Way Forward

e Continuous monitoring of cyclone

movement & rainfall.

e Strengthen evacuation plans for low-

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy @)

lying coastal areas.

¢ Maintain power, communication backup
and disaster response readiness.

e Post-cyclone:
o Damage assessment

o Restoration of roads, electricity, and
water systems

AP Aims At AIDS-Free Status By

2030

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance: GS-III - Public health, SDG-3
(End AIDS as a public-health threat by 2030).

Why in News

On World AIDS Day event in Vijayawada, AP
Health Minister Satya Kumar Yadav
announced that Andhra Pradesh aims to
become an AIDS-free state by 2030.

e He highlighted sharp reductions in HIV
prevalence and deaths, but also warned
that AP still has the second-highest HIV
prevalence in India.

Background / Present Status in Andhra
Pradesh

HIV positivity:
e Down from 2.34% (=10 years ago) to
0.58% now.

New HIV cases per year:

e Reduced from 25,000 — 13,000 in the last
decade.

Cell: 91335 17733

https://t.me/kpiasacademy/6154




CURRENT AFFAIRS
December - 2025

Andhra Pradesh News Summary

Prevalence in general population:

e Dropped from 0.10% — 0.04%, mainly

due to youth-focused awareness
campaigns.

AIDS-related deaths:

e “Dropped significantly” with improved
ART coverage.

e But: AP still ranks second-highest in
HIV prevalence among Indian states.

Key Government Measures Highlighted

Free ART & Treatment Support

¢ Govt supplies ART medicines worth
%35,000-40,000 per patient per year free of
cost.

e Treatment delivered through 59 ART
centres in the state.

e Example of long-term survival: many
patients registered in 2004 at Guntur
ART centre are still alive due to
continuous therapy.

Expanded Testing & Outreach

e 15 Mobile ICTC (Integrated
Counselling & Testing Centre) vans
introduced to and

reach remote

underserved areas.
e Aim: tackle stigma and make HIV testing
routine and accessible.
Social Security & Welfare

e Around 42,000 HIV-affected persons
receive pensions; govt plans to cover
remaining eligible beneficiaries.

Awareness & Behaviour Change
e Campaigns stressing;:
e Safe sex practices
e Open family discussions about HIV
e Regular

awareness  programniiies in

colleges & among IT employees (wWhere
cases are reportedly rising).

that
discriminate

e Emphasis schools must not

against ~ HIV-positive

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy (5)

students; HIV to be treated like any other
manageable condition.

Key Concerns / Challenges

e High relative

progress, AP still has second-highest

prevalence: Despite

HIV prevalence nationally.

e Stigma & discrimination: Social stigma
around testing, disclosure and schooling
for HIV-positive children persists.

¢ New risk pockets: Reported rise in HIV
cases among IT employees, indicating
changing risk groups.

e Sustained adherence: Long-term ART
adherence and follow-up remain crucial
to prevent drug resistance and deaths.

Way Forward

Targeted interventions among emerging risk
groups (IT sector, urban youth, migrants).

¢ Strengthen community-based testing &
counselling via more Mobile ICTCs and
linkages with NGOs/PLHIV networks.

o Integrate HIV services with general
health system (primary health centres,
tele-medicine) to reduce stigma.

e Enhance social protection (pensions,
nutrition, education support for HIV-
affected children).

e Data-driven micro-planning at district
level to stay on track for the AIDS-free
2030 goal, aligned with NACP-V and
SDG-3.

Technology: Space Tech Start-Up

to Launch Orbital Data Centres

Source: Deccan Chronicle (DC)

Relevance: GS-III: Science & Technology,
Space Technology, Start-ups & Innovation,
Digital Infrastructure
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Why in News?

Taramandal, a Visakhapatnam-based space tech
start-up, announced India’s first orbital satellite
data centre prototype (60-kg class).

stackable
orbital computing systems to handle Al

e Aims to build modular,
workloads, disaster prediction, national
digital infrastructure.

e The start-up is partnering with global
players (Israel, Australia) and seeking
support from IN-SPACe for subsystem

launches.

Background / Present Status

e Rapid digital expansion —

data

rising

demand for storage + clean
computing.

o Terrestrial data centres have high energy

needs, large carbon footprint

e Orbital data centres can reduce Earth-
based
extreme-scale computing.

energy burden and enable

e Vizag is emerging as a major data-centre
hub (Google, Reliance, Adani, Airtel
investments).

Key Features of the Orbital Data Centre
Prototype

1. Compact 60-kg Satellite Data Centre

e - Designed for in-orbit computing
demonstration.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy (6)

2. Modular & Scalable Architecture

e - Satellite modules can be stacked
via docking technology.
- Enables expansion as computing
demands grow.

3. Supports High-Intensity Workloads
e - Al'model training
- National digital infrastructure
- Disaster prediction systems
- Cloud computing & data
processing
4. Reusable Satellite Bus
e - Enhances long-term cost-
efficiency.
- Designed for sustainability.
5. Environmental Advantage

e - Space-based computation reduces
terrestrial carbon footprint.

6. Technological Edge Claimed

e - Cost-effective
- Sustainable
- Advanced docking + integration

Significance of the Development

For Andhra Pradesh

e Positions Visakhapatnam as a high-tech
orbital data hub.

e Boosts the state’s aspirations in space-
tech, Al, and digital infrastructure.

e Enhances start-up ecosystem in
collaboration with AU Engineering

College.
For India

e Strengthens India’s presence in the new-
space economy.

e Supports the "Atmanirbhar Bharat in
Space" initiative.

e Aligns with national digital ambitions —
clean, energy-efficient data processing.

e Promotes indigenous capability in in-
orbit computing, a futuristic frontier.

Cell: 91335 17733

https://t.me/kpiasacademy/6154




CURRENT AFFAIRS
December - 2025

Andhra Pradesh News Summary

Challenges / Concerns

e High launch costs

e Radiation + thermal stability issues for
space-based servers

e Reliability of docking mechanisms
e Cybersecurity in space environments

e Need for regulatory clarity via IN-
SPACe & global space norms

Way Forward
Strengthen collaboration with ISRO & IN-
SPACe for mission clearances.

e Develop radiation-hardened Al chips &
memory systems.

e International cooperation for orbital
safety, space-data laws.

e Promote India’s private space ecosystem
through incentives + R&D support.

Statewide Mega Parent-Teacher

Meeting on Dec 5 in AP

Source: Deccan Chronicle

GS Paper-2
Interventions and Policies)

Relevance: (Government

Important Key Words for Prelims
and Mains

For Prelims:
e Mega Parent-Teacher Meeting (PTM),

District Reorganisation, Public
Objections (30 days), Nara Lokesh,
Chejerla PTM visit

For Mains:

e Community Participation in Education,
School Governance, Decentralisation,

Public Consultation in Administrative

Reorganisation, Farmer Support
Programmes,  Strengthening  Local
Governance

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy (7)

Why in News?

Andhra Pradesh Government to conduct a

statewide Mega Parent-Teacher Meeting
(PTM) on December 5 across all government

schools.

e Public objections invited for the ongoing
district reorganisation plan.

T b
o "

G

Iinage source: Deccan chronicle

Background / Present Status

Lokesh
directed all government schools to

e Education Minister Nara

organise the Mega PTM.

MLAs,
representatives will attend PTMs across

e Ministers, and local

constituencies.

e The
collecting public objections (30 days) on

government is simultaneously

new district boundaries.

Objectives of the Mega PTM
1. Strengthen

coordination between

parents and teachers.

2. Improve student performance through
better communication.

3. Enable direct community engagement

with school administration.
4. Reinforce

accountability in  public

education.

Key Government Measures Highlighted

1. Mega Parent-Teacher Meeting

e Held in all government schools on Dec 5.

Cell: 91335 17733
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e Ministers & MLAs to participate for
wider outreach.

¢ Endowments Minister to attend at

Chejerla.
2. District Reorganisation Plan
o C(itizens given 30 days to file objections.

e Suggestions to be placed before a cabinet
subcommittee.

e Final decision to be taken by the Chief
Minister.

3. Farmer Support: Raitanna-Mee Kosam

e Programme launched to enhance farmer
assistance and grievance redressal.

4. Strengthening Local Governance

e Divisional  Development  Officer
(DDO) offices inaugurated on Dec 4.

e Aim: reinforce Panchayat Raj system
and improve rural administration.

Challenges / Concerns

Visakhapatnam Celebrates Tag as

Safest City for Women

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance: GS Paper I (social issues —
women’s safety)

e Ensuring high parental turnout in rural
and remote areas.
district

objections in a transparent, time-bound

e Addressing reorganisation

manner.

between education

department & local representatives for

e Coordination

smooth PTM execution.

e Effective functioning of newly opened
DDO offices.

Way Forward

Conduct regular PTMs at least once per term for
sustained student performance monitoring.
e Digitise feedback collection through
school apps for better tracking.
e Strengthen parent-school committees
(SMCs)  for
governance.

participatory  school

e Ensure transparent and data-driven
decisions in district reorganisation.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Why in News

Visakhapatnam has been recognised as the
“Safest City for Women in India” in the NARI
2025 Report.

o The city celebrated the achievement with
a rally and a programme at AU

Convention Hall.

Y

The commissioner attributed the achievement to innovative policing strategies, including the Shakti teams and

the Shakti app, which enabled a rapid response to women in distress. "Police reach the spot within 15 minutes
in urban areas and 10 minutes in rural areas."—DC Image

Background / Present Status

(8)

e Recognition given based on women’s
safety indicators, rapid police response,
and technology-enabled policing.

NARI 2025

National Annual Report & Index on Women’s Safety

40% feel [ Safest cities
unsafe Kohima
Visakhapatnam
ca’ Bhubaneswar |
[ Least safe |
& Patna
. Jaipur
Q'J Faridabad

Commissioner  Sankhabrata
Bagchi emphasised women’s safety as a

Safety score
65%

e Police

key pillar of urban development and
investment.

Cell: 91335 17733
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Key Government Measures Highlighted

1. Innovative Policing for Women’s Safety

e Shakti Teams deployed for women’s

safety.

e Shakti App enables real-time distress
alerts.

e Police reach time: 15 minutes (urban)
and 10 minutes (rural).
2. Launch of Health Insurance Scheme for
Police
e First-of-its-kind health insurance scheme
for police personnel in India.
e Coverage:

o 2-15 lakh for personnel below 55
years

o ¥3-30 lakh for personnel above 55
years

22,499;
premium paid by police department.

e Premium up to first-year

e Covers entire police family (spouse + 2
children).

e 2576 (10,304
beneficiaries) covered in the first year.

police families
3. Strengthened Law and Order Framework

e Home Minister Vangalapudi Anitha
highlighted
POCSO Act.

e Several offenders received up to 25 years

strict enforcement of

imprisonment in recent cases.

Significance of the Achievement
For Andhra Pradesh

e Enhances AP’s image as a safe state for

women, tourists, investors.

e Boosts confidence in law enforcement
institutions.

For Visakhapatnam

e Improves prospects as a hub for tourism,
IT, and investments.

e Reinforces the city’s branding as a safe,

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy )]

progressive, and citizen-friendly urban
centre.

Challenges / Concerns

e Maintaining consistent rapid response
times across all localities.

e Need for sustained manpower, training,
and technological upgrades.

e Continued monitoring of crime patterns
and women’s safety indicators.

Way Forward

Expand Shakti teams/app with Al-enabled
emergency prediction.

e Strengthen community policing and
women safety volunteers.

e Regular safety audits of public spaces.

e Increase CCTV coverage and integrated
command control systems.

e Enhance awareness programmes on
women'’s safety and cybercrime.

“Completion of Polavaram by July

2027"

Source: Deccan Chronicle - (8th December
2025)

Relevance: Programmes and Projects under

State Government

WHY IN NEWS

AP CM N. Chandrababu Naidu directed
completion of Polavaram by July 2027, six
months before the official deadline (Dec 2027).
e Purpose: operational readiness before
Godavari Pushkaralu 2027.
e 80% of headworks completed, officials

confident of finishing major construction
by July 2027.

Cell: 91335 17733
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complete Polavaram six months early. (File Image)

Image Source: Deccan Chronicle

STRATEGIC BACKGROUND OF THE
POLAVARAM PROJECT

e A National Multipurpose Irrigation
Project on the Godavari River.

e Supports irrigation, drinking water,
hydropower, and flood mitigation.

e Crucial for Godavari-Krishna delta
stability.

e Intended to transform irrigation across
East West

Visakhapatnam, and Krishna districts.

Godavari, Godavari,

GOVERNMENT PUSH FOR EARLY
COMPLETION (JULY 2027)

e CM reviewing progress through regular
high-level meetings.

e State approaching Centre for faster fund
releases.

e Drawings & designs being processed
quickly for CWC approval.

o International experts engaged for
technical troubleshooting.

e Multiple central agencies supporting

execution of complex components.

ENGINEERING PROGRESS & PROJECT
COMPONENTS

o Completed: 50,858 sq.m
e Total: 65,352 sq.m
e Completion: 78%
o Target: February 2026
C. ECRF (Earth-cum-Rockfill) Dam

¢ Gap-1 embankment (25m — 38.32m): To
finish by March 2026

e Gap-2 embankment: Target advanced to
July 2027 (original: December 2027)
D. Dam Storage Levels
e Initial height: 41.11 m — 124.2 TMC
storage
e Final FRL height: 45.72 m — 194.6 TMC
storage

E. Phased Water Filling

Water will be released into the reservoir only

after:
e Structural stability checks
o Leakage inspections
e Engineering validation &

safety

clearance

IRRIGATION & COMMAND AREA
BENEFITS

A. Headworks

e 80% completed according to senior
officials.

B. Diaphragm Wall Works

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

New Command Area:
e 7.2lakh acres
Stabilisation of Existing Area:
e 13.5 lakh acres under:
o Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage
o Prakasam Barrage

District-wise Canal Coverage

Canal Districts Covered Area
Covered
LMC (Left East Godavari, 4 lakh
Main Canal)  Visakhapatnam acres
RMC (Right West Godavari, 3.2 lakh
Main Canal)  Krishna acres

e RMC works almost completed
¢ LMC works still ongoing

Cell: 91335 17733
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STORAGE CAPACITY & SAFETY
TESTING

CHALLENGES

o Filling of reservoir will be gradual.
e Each phase requires:
o Dam stability tests
o Structural integrity review
o Managing seepage risks
o Compliance with national dam safety
norms

LAND ACQUISITION STATUS

¢ Required: 1,00,099 acres
e Acquired: 91,127 acres

e Remaining: ~9,000 acres to be acquired
by March 2026

REHABILITATION & RESETTLEMENT

e Large in R&R: 23,000+

families

pendency

e LMC incomplete — major bottleneck

e Inter-state coordination needed
(Telangana & Chhattisgarh)
e Environmental impact &  tribal

displacement concerns

o Ensuring structural safety during phased
filling

e Budgetary constraints

(R&R)
Total Project Displaced Families (PDF)
Identified: 38,060 families

¢ Shifted so far: 14,385 families

¢ Yet to be shifted: 23,675 families

e Deadline: March 2027
Housing for PDFs

e Provided: 15,439 households

e Pending: 18,921 households

e Deadline: March 2027
ADMINISTRATIVE & GOVERNANCE
INTERVENTIONS

e Coordination with Central Water

Commission for approvals.
¢ International engineering experts

consulted for quality assurance.

e Multi-agency collaboration on major
dam components.

e State pushing for accelerated central
fund release.

e Regular reviews ensuring adherence to
revised construction timelines.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

e Seasonal monsoon effects on
construction timelines
WAY FORWARD
e Prioritise LMC completion & ECRF Gap-
II works

e Strengthen dam  monitoring &
instrumentation systems

e Speed up acquisition with transparent
compensation

e Ensure humane R&R with
housing delivery

timely

e Improve cooperation with Centre for
approvals & fund flow

e Deploy real-time dashboards for public
accountability

“No Helmet, No Petrol” Rule in

Tirupati (From December 15)

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance:

e GS3: Road safety, public health,
accident prevention, internal security
issues

e GS4: Ethics
responsibility of citizens

of public safety,

Why in News

The Tirupati district police announced that from
December 15, petrol will not be supplied to two-
wheeler riders who are not wearing helmets.
This step is part of a strict enforcement drive to

Cell: 91335 17733
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reduce road fatalities.

Petrol will not be supplied to two-wheeler riders not wearing helmets in Tirupati from December 15. (Photo: X)

Legal Basis: Motor Vehicles Act

e The rule is backed by Section 194(D) of
the Motor Vehicles Act, which mandates
penalties for riding without protective
headgear.

e Wearing helmets is compulsory for both
rider and pillion rider.

Background & Rationale

e National data indicates 45% of all road
accident deaths involve two-wheeler
riders.

e Major causes:
o Over speeding
o Riding without helmets

e 40% of deaths are preventable if both
rider and pillion wear helmets properly.

Enforcement Mechanism in Tirupati

e From Dec 15, petrol pumps will refuse
fuel to riders without helmets.

e Petrol pump owners have been
instructed and trained on enforcement
guidelines.

e SP Subba Rayudu emphasised providing
ample time for public adaptation.

Awareness Campaigns

o Large-scale road safety awareness drives
conducted in the district.

o Focus: behavioural change among youth
and commuters.

e Public informed that strict action will
follow after Dec 15.

Expected Impact

Reduction in road accident deaths.

Increased helmet compliance among
riders and pillion riders.

Promotion of responsible driving
behaviour.
Reduced long-term financial and

emotional burden on families.

Challenges

Public resistance or non-cooperation at
fuel stations.

Operational burden on petrol station
workers.

Ensuring consistency across all pumps.
Possible conflicts during enforcement.

Ensuring helmets used are ISI-certified
and worn properly.

Way Forward

Continued awareness drives beyond Dec
15.

Integration with digital
(CCTV, ANPR cameras).
Collaboration with schools, colleges, and
delivery companies.
Subsidised helmets
riders.

monitoring

for low-income

Andhra University Gets AP’s First

Gen-Z Post Office

Source: Deccan Chronicle (10 December

2025)

Relevance (GS)

GS-2: Governance, digital public
services, India Post reforms

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Why in news

Andhra

University  inaugurated Andhra

Pradesh’s First-Generation Z-themed post

office, integrating traditional India Post services

with advanced digital platforms tailored for

students and young professionals.

Cell: 91335 17733
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India Post

Dak Sewa-Jan Sewa

The Gen-Z post office introduces several pilot services tailored for educational institutions, including career
codes, digital wallet systems and E-Rakam services. These offerings aim to make postal interactions more

seamless and technology-driven. (Image: Instagram)

Iinage Source: Deccan Chronicle

Background: Need for a Gen-Z Post

Office

India Post’s innovation push

Postmaster-General stressed India Post’s
ongoing goal to improve accessibility
and innovation.

Encourages young users to adopt digital
literacy via postal services.

Aligns with national goals of Digital
India and technology-led governance.

Significance of the initiative

University campuses have large
populations requiring quick, digital, and
document-heavy services.

Students increasingly rely on online
submissions, certificates, and rapid
communication channels.

India Post now aims to modernize its
interface to stay relevant for younger
users.

Key features of the Gen-Z Post Office

Enhances
students.

digital literacy among
Reduces turnaround time for academic
documents.

Makes postal services more relevant and
accessible to youth.

Creates a model for replication across
other universities in India.

Strengthens India Post’s role in a digital
governance ecosystem.

Challenges

Digital-friendly counters

Rapid parcel delivery systems
Tech-enabled postal interactions
Campus-focused service design

Seamless integration of traditional +
digital services

Student-focused digital services

Mobile phone-based registration

Allows students to access:

Postal tracking

Document sending

Career-related services

Certificates & application submissions

Pilot digital services introduced

Career codes (for academic &

employment documentation)
Digital wallet system

E-Rakam
transactions

services for

digital

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Ensuring tech adoption among all
students

Maintaining service speed during peak
academic cycles
Cybersecurity &  digital
security

payment

Need for continuous digital training for
postal staff

Infrastructure upkeep in high-traffic
student campuses

Way forward

Expand Gen-Z post offices to other
universities

Integrate with Digilocker, Aadhaar
services, CSCs

Introduce internship/skill-building tie-
ups with India Post

Build multilingual digital interfaces

Create campus feedback mechanisms for
improved service delivery

Cell: 91335 17733
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AP Govt to Give 5G Phones to

58,204 Anganwadi Workers

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance:

e GS Paper 2: Welfare Schemes,
Women & Child Development,
Governance, Service Delivery

e GS Paper 3: Digital Infrastructure,
ICT in Governance

Why in News

The Andhra has
announced the distribution of 5G smartphones

Pradesh Government

to 58,204 Anganwadi workers to improve real-
time service delivery for pregnant women,
lactating mothers, and children. The initiative,
costing 75 crore, aims to address issues caused
by outdated and malfunctioning 4G devices

provided earlier.

454

Gummadi Sandhya Rani — DC File

Background

Key Highlights of the Initiative

Distribution of 5G Smartphones
e 58,204 Anganwadi workers will receive
5G-enabled devices.
e Beneficiaries include workers,
supervisors, and block coordinators.
Cost & Implementation

o Total project cost: 75 crore.

¢ Devices will support real-time entries on
nutrition, health monitoring, and other
ICDS services.

Coverage

e 1.25 lakh staff work across 55,204
Anganwadi centres in Andhra Pradesh.

e Upgraded devices will benefit nearly all
major functionaries in the system.

Objectives of the Programme

e Enhance digital data reporting for
maternal and child health indicators.

e Improve implementation of PM
POSHAN, ICDS, Poshan Tracker, and
state welfare schemes.

e Enable faster grievance redressal and
real-time monitoring by supervisors.

¢ Reduce manual errors and improve
transparency.

Significance of the Initiative

e Anganwadi workers form the backbone
of the Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS).

e Previous 4G smartphones were not
functioning effectively, causing delays in
and scheme

reporting, monitoring,

implementation.
e The state aims to enhance efficiency
the
governance tools.

through adoption of digital
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e Promotes Digital Governance in rural
service delivery.

e Strengthens maternal and child
nutrition monitoring.
e Supports e-governance capacity

building among frontline workers.

e Enhances AP’s ranking in mnational
service delivery assessments.

Achievements Highlighted

e AP’s and Child Welfare
Department secured A++ rank and 4th
position nationally for service delivery.

Women

e Honorarium for Anganwadi workers
increased from 1,200 to 2,200 under
CM Chandrababu Naidu.
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Andhra Pradesh News Summary

Digital literacy gaps among workers.

Poor network connectivity in remote
areas.

High workload and administrative
burden.

Insufficient incentives and delayed
reimbursements.

Need for Digital Strengthening

Mobile-based reporting tools such as
Poshan Tracker require reliable devices.

5G phones improve:

o Live data uploads

o GPS-enabled attendance

o Photograph-based verification

o Access to dashboards for supervisors

Ensures and

accountability.

transparency

Way Forward

Provide ongoing digital literacy training
to Anganwadi workers.

Ensure network coverage in rural/tribal
areas.

Integrate 5G devices with Al-based
monitoring tools.

Consider extending scheme eligibility to
ASHA workers & Anganwadi teachers,
as proposed.

Environment Ministry Allows ToR

for Seven Water Aerodromes in

Andhra Pradesh

Source: The Hindu

Relevance: GS Paper 3 - Environment,

Infrastructure Development, EIA, Transport

Why in News

The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) has permitted Andhra

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Pradesh Airports Development Corporation
Limited (APADCL) to prepare the Terms of
Reference (ToR) for seven water aerodromes,

enabling Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) and further regulatory processing.

AWater Aerodrome. Imagy

ey

purposes.File | P

Image source: The Hindu

Background

APADCL has identified 10 potential
locations to develop water aerodromes
in Andhra Pradesh.

These aerodromes support seaplane
operations and promote tourism and
regional connectivity.

Approval of ToR is the first step toward
environmental clearance.

Key Highlights of the MoEF&CC
Decision

1. Approval for Preparation of ToR

Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) of
MoEF&CC permits ToR preparation.
ToR will guide the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) study.

2. Subject to Conditions

Must fulfil all environmental safeguards.

Mandatory public hearings to be

conducted early.
Obtain NOCs from relevant authorities
such as:

o Indian Navy (especially  for

Visakhapatnam site)
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https://t.me/kpiasacademy/6154




CURRENT AFFAIRS
December - 2025

Andhra Pradesh News Summary

o Local bodies
o Water resource authorities
3. Total Locations Identified

* 10 proposed; ToR approved for 7 in the first
phase.

What Are Water
Aerodromes?

= Facilities that allow seaplanes to take off and
land on water bodies like dams, lakes, or rivers.

= Need environmental assessment due to impact
on aquatic ecosystems, fisheries, noise, and
shoreline activity.

What Are Water Aerodromes?

e Facilities that allow seaplanes to take
off and land on water bodies like
dams, lakes, or rivers.

e Need environmental assessment due
to impact on aquatic ecosystems,
fisheries, noise, and shoreline activity.

e Andaman and Nicobar to get

country’s first-ever water aerodromes

List of Proposed Water Aerodromes in
Andhra Pradesh

3. Lambasingi

4. Rushikonda - Visakhapatnam
5. Kakinada

6. Jalaput (Sileru)

7. Gandikota

Other Proposed Locations (Phase-2)
e Konaseema district
e Tirupati
e Araku Valley

Environmental Clearance Process

1. ToR preparation

Public hearing in project location(s)
Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)
Expert Appraisal

Final approval from MoEF&CC

AP Pollution Control Board clearance

NSOk »N

Project implementation

Significance of the Initiative

e Boosts tourism in scenic regions like
Lambasingi, Araku, and Gandikota.

e Improves regional connectivity via
seaplanes.

e Enhances economic activity and
employment.

e Supports sustainable aviation if
regulated properly.

e Reduces need for large land acquisition.

Challenges in Implementation

Locations Approved for ToR (7
Aerodromes)
1. Prakasam Barrage - Vijayawada

2. Srisailam Dam

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

e Environmental disturbances to water

bodies and ecosystems.
e Concerns of local fishing communities.
e Need for clear NOC from defence
authorities in coastal areas.
e GSafety management for seaplane
operations.

e Ensuring minimal pollution and impact
on biodiversity.
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Way Forward

e Conduct scientific EIAs with

community participation.

e Develop eco-sensitive guidelines for
seaplane operations.

e Use clean fuel technologies to reduce
water pollution.

e Engage with local communities to ensure
benefits and compensation.

e Strengthen  coordination  between
APADCL, MoEF&CC, Navy, and State
agencies.

Conclusion

The MoEF&CC’s approval for ToR marks a
significant step in developing water aerodromes
in Andhra Pradesh. While the move promises
tourism growth and improved connectivity,
strict environmental scrutiny and community
engagement will be essential for sustainable
implementation.

Naidu Declares December 15 as
“Day of Sacrifice” Honouring Potti

Sriramulu

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance:
e GS Paper 1: Modern Indian History -
Linguistic reorganisation of states
e GS Paper 2: Governance, federalism,
political leadership
e GS Paper 4: Ethics - sacrifice, public
service, legacy of freedom fighters

Important Keywords for Prelims and
Mains

For Prelims:

e Potti Sriramulu, Andhra State (1953),
Linguistic States, Kurnool Capital,
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Andhra Pradesh (1956), Amarajeevi,
Atmarpana Day

For Mains:
e Linguistic reorganisation of states,
Role of mass sacrifice in nation-
building, Federalism and regional

identity, Political memorialisation of

freedom fighters

Why in News

Andhra  Pradesh  Chief @ Minister  N.
Chandrababu Naidu announced that December
15 will be observed annually as the “Day of
Potti
Sriramulu, who fasted unto death demanding a

Sacrifice” to honour Amarajeevi

separate state for Telugu-speaking people.

AP ChietMinister N Chancababu Naids. (mage:
Background: Potti Sriramulu and Andhra
State Formation
o DPotti
undertook a 58-

Sriramulu

day fast unto
death
demanding a

separate Telugu

state.

e His sacrifice led to the formation of
Andhra State on October 1, 1953, with
Kurnool as its capital.

1956, Andhra
Pradesh was formed as the first

e On November 1,

linguistic state for Telugus.

Announcement of “Day of Sacrifice”

e December 15 will henceforth be officially
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observed as Day of Sacrifice in Andhra

Pradesh.
e The announcement was made during
Potti Sriramulu’s Atmarpana Day

programme in Vijayawada.

Key Historical Clarifications by the CM

e The CM sought to dispel controversies

over dates related to Andhra’s
formation.
e He accused certain sections of

politicising historical sacrifices.

o Highlighted that the sacrifice was solely
for Telugu self-respect and statehood.

Memorial and Commemorative
Initiatives

e Reiterated commitment to Amaravati as
the capital, while pursuing decentralised
development.

o Highlighted achievements:

o Andhra Pradesh ranked first in
aquaculture (RBI report).

o 221 lakh crore investments attracted
in 18 months.

Significance of the Decision

e Smruthi Vanam to be constructed in
Amaravati.

e The
Sriramulu fasted till

in Chennai where
death to be

building

developed as a memorial.

e Hisresidence in Nellore to be converted
into a memorial.

e A “Statue of Sacrifice” to be erected in
Amaravati.

e The statue will be 58 feet high,
symbolising the days of fasting.

Centenary Celebrations (2025-26)

o Official centenary celebrations will
continue till March 16, 2026.
e Programmes planned across Andhra

Pradesh to educate future generations.

Political and Developmental Context

e CM criticised the previous YSRC regime
for:

o Promoting the three-capital

model.
o Politicising government medical
colleges under PPP mode.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

¢ Reinforces the importance of sacrifice in
India’s federal evolution.

e Revives public memory of the linguistic
reorganisation movement.

o Strengthens regional identity within the
constitutional framework.

e Acts as a tool for civic education and
ethical inspiration.

Conclusion

Declaring December 15 as the “Day of Sacrifice”
institutionalises the legacy of Potti Sriramulu,
whose selfless act reshaped India’s federal map.
Beyond symbolism, the move reconnects
governance with historical ethics, reminding
citizens that democratic rights and statehood
were earned through extraordinary personal

sacrifice.

India’s First Integrated Aviation,

Aerospace and Defence (AAD)
EduCity

Source: The Hindu
Relevance:

e GS Paper 2: Government policies,
Centre-State skill
development

cooperation,

e GS Paper 3: Infrastructure, aviation

sector, human capital, employment

generation
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Why in News

Andhra Pradesh HRD and IT Minister N.
Lokesh announced that India’s first integrated
Aviation, Aerospace and Defence (AAD)
EduCity will be developed near Bhogapuram
International Airport within one year. The
project is being established through an MoU
between the GMR Group and the MANSAS
Trust.

n Tuesday.
idu, Andhra Pradesh HRD Minister N. Lokesh,
en. | Photo Credit: V. RAJU

What is Aviation, Aerospace and
Defence (AAD) EduCity?

e Model:
ecosystem

Education-industry-research

Why is the EduCity Important?

Aviation Sector Growth

e India among the fastest-growing
aviation markets globally

o Passenger traffic projected at 700 million
annually

e Aircraft fleet expected to double to
~1,700 by 2030

Human Capital Bottleneck

e Rapid expansion has exposed a severe
skills deficit

e Shortage of pilots, engineers, MRO
specialists, and aviation researchers

The EduCity is designed as a long-term
solution, not merely a training institute.

Andhra Pradesh’s Development
Strategy

The AAD EduCity is a national capability
platform designed to integrate:

e Education

e Research

e Industry collaboration

¢ On-the-job training
It aims to address the acute shortage of skilled
manpower in the aviation and aerospace sectors.

Key Features of GMR-MANSAS AAD
EduCity

e Cluster-based development across
regions

e Land at 99 paise for Fortune 500
investors

o Target of 20 lakh jobs in five years

e Integration of aviation, IT,
manufacturing, and education clusters

National Significance

e Location: Near Bhogapuram

International Airport, Andhra Pradesh
e Land: 136 acres provided free of cost by

MANSAS Trust
¢ Developer: GMR Group
e Timeline: Core infrastructure to be
completed within 12 months
e Roadshows: From February 2026 to

attract global universities

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

e Positions India as a global supplier of
aviation talent, not just a market

e Supports Make in India and Skill India
goals

e Strengthens India’s role

aviation value chains

in global

¢ Unique PPP + philanthropic model
(State + GMR + MANSAS Trust)

Challenges

e Ensuring global academic participation

e Aligning curricula with fast-changing
aviation technologies

e Sustaining industry integration beyond
initial phase
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Way Forward
e Strong international university
partnerships
e Regulatory alignment with DGCA,

ICAOQO standards

o Linkage with defence aviation and drone
ecosystems

Conclusion

The GMR-MANSAS Aviation, Aerospace and
Defence EduCity represents a strategic shift
from infrastructure-led growth to talent-led
growth. By integrating education, industry, and
innovation, Andhra Pradesh is positioning India
not merely as a large aviation consumer but as a
global powerhouse in aviation human capital.

National Tourism Mart-2025 to

be Held in Visakhapatnam on
February 13-14

Source: The Hindu

Relevance:

GS Paper 1: Indian Culture, Tourism
Geography

Why in News?

The Andhra Pradesh Government announced
that Visakhapatnam will host the National
Tourism Mart-2025 on February 13-14, 2026, in
collaboration with the Association of Domestic
Tour Operators of India (ADTOI).

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Key Features of National Tourism
Mart-2025

e A two-day national-level tourism
business event.

e Organised jointly by AP Tourism
Department and ADTOL

e Aimed at boosting domestic tourism and

showcasing AP’s tourism potential.

MoU Between AP Govt & ADTOI

e A formal MoU was signed to organise
the Tourism Mart.

e Ensures long-term partnership for
domestic tourism promotion.

e Aligns AP with national tourism bodies

for better visibility.

Tourism Segments to be Showcased

e Coastal tourism - Vizag beaches,

waterfront destinations
e Spiritual tourism - temples, Buddhist
sites

e Heritage tourism - historical

monuments
e Eco-adventure tourism - hills, trekking,
water sports
(tribal)
Lambasingi, Maredumilli

e Agency tourism - Araku,

Expected Participation

e Major tour operators

e Hotel and resort owners
e Travel agencies

e Destination promoters

e Tourism sector experts

o Hospitality industry representatives

Planned Activities

https://t.me/kpiasacademy/6154

e B2B networking sessions
e Business meetings

e Destination presentations
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e Panel discussions

o Familiarisation (FAM) trips to AP tourist
spots

Benefits for Andhra Pradesh

e Increased tourist footfall

e Boost to local employment and small
businesses

e Stronger linkages with national travel

industry
e Promotion of lesser-known destinations
e Strengthening AP’s tourism brand

nationally

Role of ADTOI

e Promote domestic tourism in India
e Highlight untapped destinations
e Support sustainable tourism models

e Assist in professionalising tourism
services
Significance

e Positions Visakhapatnam as a national
tourism hub.

e Enhances AP’s competitiveness in the
tourism sector.

e Contributes to economic diversification,
jobs, and rural tourism growth.

Population Management Policy

will be introduced in A.P. by
Ugadi, says CM

Source: The Hindu

Relevance: Quick Facts for Prelims | GS-2

Governance | GS-3 Economy, Social

Development

Why in News?

During the second day of the Collectors’
Conference (Dec 18, 2025), Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
announced that the State’s Population
Management Policy will be formally introduced

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

by Ugadi 2026, alongside major reforms in
governance, welfare delivery, and law & order.

The Hindu

Key Highlights of the Announcement

Population Management Policy
e To be introduced by Ugadi.
address

e Aims to demographic

challenges, ensure balanced population

growth, and strengthen  welfare

targeting.

o Family Cards will digitally integrate
details of all beneficiaries receiving
government services and schemes.

Employment & Welfare Commitments

e AP govt promised 20 lakh jobs under the
TDP’s Yuva Galam programme.

e 4.5 lakh jobs have already been created.

e Long-term developmental vision aligned
with Swarnandhra-2047 Vision and its
10 guiding principles (Padi Sutralu).

Governance & Administrative Reforms
¢ CM emphasised:

o Adoption of best practices in

governance
o Data-driven decision-making

o Faster file clearance and improved
work culture

o Eliminating delays in administration
e Collectors instructed to achieve:

o Zero maternal mortality

o Zero infant mortality

o Zero suicides (through counselling
for farmers, students, and families)
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Sectoral Focus Areas

Financial & Infrastructure Governance

Agriculture & Horticulture

e Rayalaseema to be developed as an
international horticulture hub.

e Detailed short, medium (5-year), and

(10-15-year) to be

prepared for agriculture covering all

long-term plans

three seasons.
Water & Irrigation
e Target groundwater levels:
o 3 metres at end of monsoon
o Not below 8 metres before next
monsoon
Fisheries
e AP to leverage its position as a leading
state in aquaculture.
Logistics & Industrial Growth

e AP to be positioned as a major logistics
hub on India’s East Coast.

e Ensuring land dispute resolution under
Section 22-A of the Registration Act,
with
interference.

strict prohibition on political

Law & Order Measures

¢ C(Clarified that power tariffs are not being
increased.

e Aquaculture farmers must pay electricity
dues promptly.

e Govt rescheduling high-interest loans
(up to 14%) inherited from the previous
regime.

Central Schemes Monitoring

e Many Centrally Sponsored Schemes
(CSS) were revived after being neglected
earlier.

e Of the 324,513 crore sanctioned, ¥6,252
crore remained unspent.

e Only 38% expenditure under PMAY.

e Centre may release 5,000-6,000 crore
more if AP fully utilises pending funds.

Significance

e Zero tolerance for crime.
o Habitual offenders to be expelled from
the State.
e A Cabinet Sub-Committee to be formed
to combat:
o Malicious propaganda
o Fake social media accounts
o Character assassination campaigns
e DGP reported:
o 5.5% decline in overall crime
crime  in

o Rising Annamayya,

Konaseema, Nellore, Guntur, and
Tirupati

e Deputy Chief Minister K. Pawan Kalyan

stressed strong law & order to achieve
15% growth.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

e Signals a shift toward high-efficiency
governance, data-driven welfare, and
demographic stabilisation.

e Focus on skills, agriculture, water
management, law & order, and press
freedom accountability reflects a multi-

dimensional governance approach.

e The proposed Population Management
AP
proactively addressing long-term socio-

Policy places among states

economic sustainability.

TTD to Create Sacred Herbal

Garden in Tirumala for Medicinal
Plant Conservation

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance: GS-3: Biodiversity conservation,
environmental protection, medicinal plant
ecosystem, biosphere Andhra

Pradesh

reserves,
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Why in News?

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) has
announced the creation of a Sacred Herbal
Garden in Tirumala to conserve rare and
endangered medicinal plants native to the
Seshachalam Forests, integrating heritage
conservation with public education. The garden
will be operational by end of 2026.

Key Features of the Sacred Herbal
Garden

1. Conservation of Rare Medicinal Plants

e Aims to preserve endemic, rare,

threatened and endangered species

from the Seshachalam Biosphere
Reserve.
e Supports India’s traditional healing

Siddha,
Ayurveda-based temple traditions.

2. Location & Budget
e To be developed on 4 acres between the

systems — Ayurveda,

lower and upper ghat roads, near GNC
Toll Gate, Tirumala.

o Estimated cost: ¥4.25 crore.
3. 13 Thematic Zones
Each zone will represent:
e Human health and well-being

e Spiritual traditions linked to medicinal

plants
e Ecological balance and biodiversity

significance

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Objectives of the Project

Cultural & Spiritual

e Promote awareness of sacred botany
within Hindu temple traditions.

e Provide a serene ambience for pilgrims.
Environmental & Scientific

e Create a living repository of India’s
medicinal heritage.

o Facilitate conservation of threatened
species of Seshachalam Hills.

and  ex-situ

e Strengthen  in-situ

conservation efforts.
Educational

e Learning hub for Students, Researchers,
Botanists and Nature enthusiasts

Significance of Seshachalam Forests

e Notified as a Biosphere Reserve (2010).

e Rich in Red sanders, Endemic medicinal
species and Sacred groves

e Highly vulnerable to:
o Over-harvesting
o Illicit felling

o Climate change stress

Expected Benefits

1. Ecological

e Revitalisation of the Seshachalam

ecosystem
e Improved habitat for native medicinal
species
e Support for pollinators and associated
biodiversity
2. Cultural Heritage
e Preservation of

ancient medicinal

knowledge

e Integration of spiritual ecology with
scientific conservation

3. Tourism & Education

e Adds a new dimension to Tirumala
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pilgrimage tourism
e Opportunity for interpretation centres,
botanical tours

Way Forward

Integrate the garden with AYUSH research
bodies.

e Community-based protection
mechanisms for surrounding forests.

e Digital documentation of medicinal

species for public access.

with

conservation research.

e Tie-ups universities for

Conclusion

The Tirumala Sacred Herbal Garden represents
a unique convergence of spiritual heritage,
traditional

scientific

medicinal knowledge, and

conservation. By  preserving
endangered species and promoting ecosystem
health, it strengthens both environmental

sustainability and cultural identity.

Crime Declines by 5.5% in

Andhra Pradesh in 2025

Source: The Hindu

Relevance:
¢ GS Paper 2: Governance, Law &
Order, Police Administration

¢ GS Paper 3: Internal Security, Cyber
Crime, NDPS, LWE

Why in News?

Andhra Pradesh recorded a 5.5% decline in
overall crime in 2025 compared to 2024, as per
official crime data submitted by the Director

General of Police (DGP) to the Chief Minister
during a crime review meeting.
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Cyber crime cases dropped to1,771 as against 2,853 in 2024, while the police froze about ¥89 crore in banks and returned nearly $2.21 crore, this year.
Representative image. | Photo Credit: PTI

Overall Crime Scenario

e Total cases (2025): 1,04,095

e Total cases (2024): 1,10,111

e Net reduction: 6,016 cases

¢ District-wise pattern:
o 16 districts witnessed a fall in crime
o 10 districts reported an increase

e The decline suggests improved policing,
and Dbetter
coordination at the district level, though

preventive surveillance,

uneven regional performance indicates
localised governance and enforcement
challenges.

Districts with Rising Crime

e Highest increase seen in:

o Annamayya (9.5%),
(8.5%), Nellore (7.8%)

o Guntur & Tirupati (6.5%)
e Moderate rise in:
Satya
Manyam, Kakinada, East Godavari,

Konaseema

o Sri Sai, Parvathipuram

Kurnool
e Urbanisation, migration, economic
activity, and district-specific

enforcement gaps may explain the
divergence, highlighting the need for
crime

district-specific mitigation

strategies.

Crime Against Women
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e Cases in 2025: 16,288

e Cases in 2024: 16,913

e Opverall trend: Decline
However, district-level rise reported in:

e Sri Satya Sai, Nellore, Vizianagaram,
Kadapa

e Guntur, Annamayya, Palnadu, Tirupati

Operation TRACE

e Amount returned to victims: 32.21 crore

e Improved cyber policing, faster bank
coordination, and awareness campaigns
have reduced cases, but low recovery
rates indicate the need for stronger inter-
agency cooperation and victim support
mechanisms.

Property & Violent Crimes

e Special drive for tracing missing women
and girls

e Last four months:
o 1,177 missing girls traced
o 2,483 women traced

Significance: Reflects proactive policing and
gender-sensitive interventions, though rising
cases in select districts underline the need for
stronger community policing and preventive
mechanisms.

Economic Offences - A Growing
Concern

e Increase observed in:
o Attempt to murder
o Day-time housebreaking
o Theft

Performance Metrics

e Detection rate: 56%

¢ Recovery rate: 55%

e Moderate detection and recovery rates
signal scope for improving forensic

capacity,
conviction rates.

investigation quality, and

Drug Control & NDPS Enforcement

e Cases (2025): 8,035
e Cases (2024): 7,539

e Increase: 6.6%

Includes:
e Cheating
e Criminal breach of trust
e Economic growth, digitisation, and
financial inclusion have increased
exposure to fraud, demanding

specialised financial crime units and
faster prosecution.

Cyber Crime Trends

e Accused arrested: 6,139

e Vehicles seized: 721

e Properties attached: ~39 crore

e PIT-NDPS Act invoked: 68 accused
Significance: Strong enforcement reflects a shift
reactive asset-based

from policing  to

deterrence, targeting drug networks financially.

Technology-Driven Policing

e Cases (2025): 1,771

e Cases (2024): 2,853

e Trend: Sharp decline
Financial Impact

e Total loss: X751 crore

e Amount frozen: 89 crore

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

¢ Drone deployment: 347 drones

¢ Cases detected using drones: 6,993
Used for monitoring:

e Ganja peddling

e Gambling

e Eve-teasing

e Public order violations

Relevance: Demonstrates adoption of smart
policing and aligns with national goals of
technology-enabled law enforcement.
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Preventive Policing Measures

¢ Rowdy sheeters: 26,518
o Bound over: 11,728
o Externed: 15
o PD Act cases: 153

e Preventive action has helped curb

habitual offenders, contributing to the
overall decline in crime.

Left Wing Extremism (LWE)

e Joint operations with Chhattisgarh &

Odisha
¢ Maoists arrested: 58
e Top cadre neutralised: 16
e Shows effective inter-state
coordination and sustained pressure

on extremist networks.

Significance

Conclusion

The 2025 crime data reflects a net positive trend
in Andhra Pradesh’s security
landscape, marked by effective policing and

internal

technological integration. However, emerging
challenges in economic offences, cyber fraud
losses, and regional crime disparities demand
sustained reforms, data-driven governance, and
citizen-centric law enforcement.

CM Naidu Unveils 2026 AP

Legislature Biodiversity Calendar

Source: Deccan Chronicle, The Hindu

Relevance

e GS Paper 3 - Biodiversity, Wildlife
Conservation, Environment

e Indicates improved law and order
governance in Andhra Pradesh

e Highlights success of:
o Targeted operations
o Technology adoption
o Inter-state cooperation

e Rising economic offences and district-

level crime spikes require focused
reforms
Way Forward
District-specific crime mapping and
intervention
e Strengthen cyber fraud recovery
mechanisms
e Expand Al drones, and predictive
policing

¢ Gender-sensitive policing and

community engagement
e Faster trials and conviction in economic
offences
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Why in News?

The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, unveiled the 2026 Andhra
Pradesh Legislature Biodiversity Calendar,
highlighting the State’s ecological wealth and
reinforcing the message of wildlife conservation

and environmental protection.

| &

- 77

hief Minister N. Naidu releasin
Chintakayala Ayyannapatrudu and Finance Minister Payyavula Keshavare seen.

The Hindu

f AP Legislative Assembly on Tuesday. Assembly S

About the 2026 AP Legislature
Biodiversity Calendar

e Official Wall Calendar, Table Calendar
and Diary released by the Andhra
Pradesh Legislature for the year 2026.
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Theme: “Biodiversity - The Living
Heritage of Andhra Pradesh.”

Part of the “Heritage of Andhra
Pradesh” thematic calendar series
launched in 2025.

Key Features of the Calendar

Showcases 12 iconic wild animal species
representing diverse
Andhra Pradesh:

o Eastern Ghats

ecosystems  of

o Grasslands

o Coringa mangroves

o Coastal ecosystems along the Bay of
Bengal

All featured species are listed under
Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, providing them the highest
level of legal protection.

Wildlife illustrations are created in the
traditional style,
symbolising Andhra Pradesh’s cultural

Kalamkari art

heritage.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) was used to
generate and enhance artwork, blending
tradition with modern technology.

Message and Significance

dedicated Committee on Wildlife and
Environmental Protection, chaired by
the Speaker.
Reflects the
integrating environmental governance

State’s commitment to

with public awareness.

Continuity with Previous Editions

2025 edition: “Legendary Telugus in the

Constituent Assembly”, commemo
rating 75 years of the Republic.

The 2026 edition continues the tradition
of theme-based calendars with social

relevance.

Significance for Andhra Pradesh

Emphasises harmonious coexistence

between humans and wildlife.

Highlights the growing risks of man-

animal conflict due to ecological
imbalance.

Communicates  the  interconnected
challenges of biodiversity loss,

environmental degradation and climate
change.

Serves as a public sensitisation tool on
conservation and sustainability.

Institutional and Legislative Support

Andhra Pradesh Legislature has a

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Promotes biodiversity = conservation
aligned with sustainable development
goals.

Reinforces the role of art, technology,

and governance in environmental
awareness.
Enhances public engagement with

conservation through accessible and
culturally rooted communication.

Conclusion

The 2026 AP Legislature Biodiversity Calendar
exemplifies how legislative institutions can

champion environmental consciousness by

combining heritage art, modern technology, and

conservation messaging. It reinforces Andhra

Pradesh’s commitment to protecting its natural

heritage amid rising ecological and climate

challenges.

Bharatiya Vigyan Sammelan,

Tirupati

Source: Deccan Chronicle

Relevance:

GS Paper 3: Science &

Technology - Indigenous knowledge and

innovation ecosystem
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Why in News?

The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, is set to inaugurate the

Bharatiya Vigyan Sammelan at the National

Sanskrit University, Tirupati, highlighting the

integration of India’s traditional knowledge

U
e )

systems with contemporary science.

2

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu — (PTI Image)

About Bharatiya Vigyan Sammelan

O
-]

26-29 DEC’

NATIONAL SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY

Nature: National-level science and

knowledge conclave

Dates: December 26-29, 2025

Venue: National Sanskrit University,
Tirupati

Inauguration: By the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh

i Gumr;nd.ﬁ‘pw y g
Shri Konidela Pawan Kalyan ji

lon. Deputy Chicf Minister, Andhra Pradesh

TIRUPATI, ANDHRA PRADESH

CELEBRATING SCIENCE, TRADITION, AND
INNOVATION FOR A VIKASIT BHARAT

Bharatiya Vigyan Sammelan is a national confluence of

scientists,

practitioners coming together to celebrate India’s
scientific heritage and innovations for a Vikasit Bharat.

The 7' edition of BVS will be focussing on the theme:
The Bharatiya P

researchers, technologists, and knowledge

HIGHLIGHTS
AT BVS - 2025

« Plenary Talks

= Academic Sessions

= Interaction with Scientists
« Science Book Fair

« Science Magic Show

« Students Competitions

« S&T Expo

ive of Integral D » Cultural Program

BVSVE.ORG.IN

REGISTER NOW AT. WWW,

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Objectives of the Sammelan

To highlight the link between Bharatiya
(Indian) traditional knowledge systems
and modern science

To promote a Bharatiya perspective in
scientific discourse

To regional experiences,
including those of Andhra Pradesh

To between
scientists, industry,

showcase

encourage dialogue
thinkers, and

students

Key Features

Interactive sessions with:

o Scientists

o Industrialists

o Thinkers and scholars
Participation of premier institutions:
o ISRO

o DRDO

o Other national research bodies
Large science book fair

Scientific exhibitions

Student
promote scientific temper

outreach programmes to

Significance
e Reinforces the idea of knowledge
continuity between ancient Indian
wisdom and modern  scientific
advancements
e Supports India’s push towards

indigenous knowledge systems and
intellectual self-reliance

Encourages scientific temper aligned
with cultural roots

Complements  national  initiatives
promoting Indian Knowledge Systems

(IKS) in education and research
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Way Forward

e Institutionalising outcomes of such
conclaves into research, curriculum, and

policy

e Strengthening collaboration between
traditional scholars and modern
scientists

e Encouraging youth engagement to
bridge heritage and innovation

Conclusion

The Bharatiya Vigyan Sammelan represents an
important step in redefining India’s scientific
narrative by harmonising traditional knowledge
with modern science, fostering cultural
confidence while advancing scientific inquiry.

2025 a year of crises, probes and

reform for TTD

Source: The Hindu

Relevance: GS-II (Polity & Governance) -
Issues relating to management of religious
institutions.

Why in News?

The year 2025 emerged as one of the most
turbulent phases for the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD), marked by a fatal
stampede, multiple corruption probes, judicial
scrutiny, and political controversy, alongside
significant administrative and service reforms
aimed at restoring public trust.

The Tirumala temple, managed by the Tirumala Tirupati D
investigations and reform measures | Photo Credit: File photo

p scrutiny through 2025 amid crises,

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Background: TTD as a Statutory
Religious Institution

e Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)
is a statutory body managing the Lord

Venkateswara Temple, one of the

world’s richest and most visited
pilgrimage centres.
e It oversees temple administration,

prasadam preparation, pilgrim services,
finances, and properties across multiple
States.

Major Crises Faced by TTD in 2025

1. Vaikuntha Ekadasi Stampede (January 2025)
e Six devotees lost their lives during
darshan token distribution.
e Exposed serious crowd management
failures during peak pilgrim inflow.
o Triggered public outrage and demands
for accountability.
2. Legacy Controversies from 2024

e Parakamani cash-counting

irregularities

o Allegations of adulterated ghee used in
laddu prasadam

o Engineering works irregularities

e Promotion and procurement-related

disputes

Investigations and Institutional
Scrutiny

Multiple Agencies Involved
e CBI-led Special Investigation Team
(SIT)
e Criminal
(CID)
e Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
¢ Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI)
Key Findings
e CBI-SIT submitted a status report to the
Supreme Court in the adulterated ghee

Investigation Department
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case.

e Use of palm oil derivatives detected in
prasadam.

e Evidence of kickbacks and flawed
procurement procedures.

e Arrests made, including dairy suppliers,
a chemical trader, and a former TTD
executive engineer.

¢ High Court monitoring continued in the
Parakamani case.

Anga Vastram Scam (¥54.95 crore)

e Vigilance inquiry revealed polyester

shawls falsely supplied as pure

mulberry silk over nearly a decade.
e Central Silk Board laboratory tests
confirmed the fraud.

o Highlighted systemic weaknesses in

quality
oversight.

control and procurement

Political and Governance Dimensions

¢ Electric mobility master plan to replace
fossil-fuel vehicles.

e Expansion of free food services and eco-
friendly initiatives.

Significance

o Political parties exchanged accusations,
pulling temple governance into State-
level political debate.

e Raised broader concerns regarding

autonomy, and

accountability in religious institutions.

transparency,

Reform Measures and Administrative
Initiatives

Service Delivery Improvements
¢ Enhanced quality of laddus and anna
prasadam.

o Installation of feedback registers across
service points showing high satisfaction
levels.

Operational Reforms

¢ Online-only Sarva Darshan tokens for
the first three days of Vaikuntha Ekadasi
(first-ever move).

e Expansion of digital payment systems
across all 60 TTD-managed temples.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

o Highlights governance challenges in
large religious public institutions.

the

oversight and investigative agencies in

¢ Demonstrates role of judicial

institutional accountability.

e Shows how technology-driven reforms

can coexist with tradition-driven

institutions.

e Reinforces the importance of crowd
management, procurement integrity,
and service transparency.

Way Forward

o Institutionalise robust procurement and
audit mechanisms.

e Professional crowd management using
data
modelling.

analytics and  predictive
e Strengthen independent vigilance and

internal compliance units.

e Ensure «clear separation between
religious administration and political
interference.

e Continuous use of technology for

transparency and grievance redressal.

Conclusion

The year 2025 tested the institutional resilience
of the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams like
never before. While crises and probes exposed
fault the
simultaneous rollout of reforms signals an effort

deep administrative lines,
to transform governance, enhance pilgrim
restore faith. The TID’s

trajectory going forward will depend on

experience, and

whether reforms become systemic rather than
reactive.
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Narsapuram Crochet Lace

Exports Cross X150 Crore

Source: The Hindu
Relevance for UPSC

GS Paper 1: Indian culture - traditional
crafts and heritage, Gl-tagged products
Prelims: GI tags, traditional handicrafts
of Andhra Pradesh

Why in News?

Narsapuram crochet lace stallin an exhibition. File | Photo Credit: Rao G.N.

Exports of Narsapuram Crochet Lace, a
handicraft from Andhra
Pradesh, have crossed %150 crore in the

traditional

current financial year, marking a strong
revival after the Covid-19 slowdown.

The revival is attributed to the
Geographical Indication (GI) tag,
institutional support, and growing

international demand.

Narsapur Crochet Lace
from Andhra Pradesh
Registered Under Gl Tag

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

Background

e Narsapuram Crochet Lace is a
handmade lace craft practised in West
and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Konaseema districts of Andhra Pradesh.
e The craft dates back to 1844, introduced

during the colonial period.

Godavari

e It survived major economic crises such
as:

o Indian Famine of 1899

o Great Depression of 1929

Historical and Social Significance

e By the early 20th century, more than
2,000 women in the Godavari region
were engaged in lace-making.

e The craft has historically provided
home-based employment, especially to
rural women.

e At present, nearly 15,000 artisans are

involved, with about 60% being women,

making it a key instrument of women
empowerment.

Technique and Methodology

e Uses fine cotton threads and crochet
needles of varying sizes.

e Employs a single crochet hook
technique, forming loops and
interlocking stitches.

e Produces lightweight, intricate, and

durable lace designs entirely by hand.
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Garments and accessories
Home furnishings such as:

o Doilies

o Pillow covers

o Bedspreads

o Table linens

o Purses, stoles

o Lampshades and wall hangings

Market and Export Profile

Major export destinations:

o United Kingdom

o United States

o France

o Middle East

Exports include direct exports and
indirect exports through Indian buyers.
Europe and the US remain the largest
markets.

Institutional Support and Recognition

Awarded Geographical Indication (GI)
tag in March 2025.

Recognised under Ome District One
Product (ODOP) scheme.

Supported by:

o International Lace Trade Centre
(ILTC), Narsapuram - design
development, exhibitions,  skill
upgradation.

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

o Exports Promotion Council for
Handicrafts (EPCH) - a statutory
body under the Ministry of Textiles,

handicrafts

promoting  Indian

globally.

Drivers Behind the Revival

GI tag ensuring authenticity and global
branding.

Design diversification
improvement via ILTC.

and quality

e Handicrafts expos and buyer-seller
meets.
e Direct procurement from artisans,
reducing intermediaries.
Significance
e Preservation of intangible cultural

heritage.

Strengthening women-centric rural
livelihoods.

Boost to handicraft exports and MSME

sector.

e Contribution to  inclusive and
sustainable economic growth.
Way Forward
e Expand digital marketing and e-

commerce platforms.

Improve access to institutional credit and
social security for artisans.

Promote cluster-based development
under MSME schemes.

Encourage innovation while preserving
traditional techniques.

Conclusion

The resurgence of Narsapuram Crochet Lace

highlights how GI protection, institutional

support, and global market access can revive

traditional crafts, generate employment, and

preserve

India’s cultural heritage while

contributing to export-led growth.
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ISRO Conducts Ground Test of

SSLV Third Stage at Sriharikota

Source: Deccan Chronicle

GS Paper IIIL
Technology - Space Technology, Indigenous
technology development, Role of ISRO in

Relevance: Science &

strategic and commercial space sector

Important Keywords for Prelims and
Mains

For Prelims

e ISRO, Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV), SS3 (SSLV Third Stage), Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC)

For Mains

e Indigenous launch vehicle
development, Solid rocket motor
technology, Private sector
participation in space, Launch-on-
demand capability

Why in News?

¢ Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) successfully conducted a static
ground test of an improved version of
the third stage (SS3) of the Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) at the
Satish Centre,
Sriharikota.

Dhawan  Space

e The test marks a key milestone in
enhancing payload capacity, reliability,
and industrial readiness of SSLV.

About Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV)

kg) into Low Earth Orbit (LEO).

o Enable
quick turnaround time.

launch-on-demand with

o Be amenable to industrial

production, supporting private
sector participation.
e Intended to complement PSLV for the

growing small-satellite market.

Key Technical Details of the SS3 Static
Test

Third Stage (SS3) Characteristics

e Delivers velocity of up to 4 km/s to the
launch vehicle.

e Employs:
o Monolithic composite motor case

o Free-standing nozzle divergent,

reducing inert mass.

Major Improvements Validated
e Carbon-epoxy motor case:
o High-strength, filament-wound
structure.
o Significantly reduced stage mass.
o Improved payload performance by
~90 kg.
e Improved igniter and nozzle system:
o Enhanced efficiency and robustness.

e Fault-tolerant electro-mechanical

nozzle control system:
o Low-power control electronics.
o Higher reliability during flight.

Manufacturing & Indigenous Capability

e A three-stage, all-solid launch vehicle
developed by ISRO.

e Designed to:
o Launch small satellites (up to ~500

KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy

e Motor case realised at:

o Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
(VSSC) - Composites Entity.

¢ Solid motor casting and testing:

o Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC).
¢ Test duration: 108 seconds.
e Outcome:

o All parameters matched predictions.
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o Improved SS3 motor qualified for

induction into flight missions.

Location: Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC),
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh

Infrastructure Expansion for Solid
Motors (2025)

SMPST facilities at SDSC:

o Successfully realised and tested solid
motor for the first orbital launch
vehicle developed by an Indian
space start-up.

Significance

e Solid Motor
commissioned (July 2025) at Sriharikota

production facilities

to augment capacity.

e Second production line for Ammonium
Perchlorate commissioned (September
2025) at Alwaye:

o Doubled production of the key
oxidiser for solid propellants.

o Indigenous 10-tonne vertical mixer
commissioned at SDSC:

o World’s
mixing equipment.

largest solid propellant

Self-Reliance:
Strengthens indigenous capability in

¢ Technological

solid rocket propulsion and advanced
composites.

o Commercial Space Readiness: Enhances
SSLV’s competitiveness in the global
small-satellite launch market.

e Private Sector Enablement: Industrial-
friendly design supports ISRO-industry
collaboration under the Indian Space
Policy.

e Strategic Capability: Reliable solid
motor technology is critical for both
civilian and strategic launch systems.

e Launch-on-Demand Vision: Reduced
turnaround time aligns with responsive
space launch requirements.

Conclusion

The successful static test of the improved SSLV
third stage (SS3) marks a major step in ISRO’s
efforts to modernise India’s small satellite
launch capability. By combining advanced
materials, indigenous manufacturing, and
expanded infrastructure, ISRO is strengthening
India’s position as a reliable, self-reliant, and

competitive space-faring nation.
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