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Polity & Governance 
 

Q.1) Critically analyze the impact of the Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023 
on public debate and transparency in governance. Discuss how it might affect the 
trust in the policymaking process. (250 words) 

Topic- Policy and governance 

Introduction The Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023, has been 
introduced with the intent to standardize and regulate the 
broadcasting landscape in India. While the bill seeks to ensure that 
broadcasting content adheres to the norms of decency and propriety, 
its broad regulatory frameworks raise concerns about potential 
overreach that could suppress free speech and diminish the vibrancy 
of public debate, thereby affecting transparency and trust in 
governance. 

Body  Impact on Public Debate 
 Impact on Transparency 
 Effect on Trust in Policymaking 

Conclusion While the Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023 aims to 
sanitize and organize broadcasting content, its approach poses 
significant risks to the freedom of expression, the vibrancy of public 
debate, and the transparency of governmental operations. To foster 
trust in the policymaking process, it is imperative for the bill to 
incorporate safeguards that protect media freedom and promote a 
diverse range of viewpoints. A balanced approach, involving 
consultation with stakeholders from the media and civil society, is 
essential to ensure that the regulatory framework supports both 
public morality and democratic principles. Such measures will 
uphold the integrity of the media landscape and reinforce public trust 
in the legislative and governance processes. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Policy and governance 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Explain the salient features of the Constitution (One Hundred and 
First Amendment) Act, 2016. Do you think it is efficacious enough 
‘to remove cascading effect of taxes and provide for common 
national market for goods and services’? (2017) 
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Introduction The Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023, has been 
introduced with the intent to standardize and regulate the 
broadcasting landscape in India. While the bill seeks to ensure that 
broadcasting content adheres to the norms of decency and propriety, 
its broad regulatory frameworks raise concerns about potential 
overreach that could suppress free speech and diminish the vibrancy 
of public debate, thereby affecting transparency and trust in 
governance. 

Body Impact on Public Debate 
1. Restrictions on Content: The bill proposes mechanisms that 

could restrict broadcasters from airing content that might be 
deemed controversial but is essential for democratic debate. 
Such restrictions, although designed to protect public 
sensibilities, might prevent the airing of critical views against 
prevailing government policies or social injustices, thereby 
stifling a comprehensive public discourse. 

2. Chilling Effect on Media: The fear of punitive actions, 
including hefty fines and license revocations, might lead to a 
chilling effect where media houses practice self-censorship. 
This diminishes the media's role as the fourth pillar of 
democracy, which is to question, critique, and hold the 
government accountable. 

Impact on Transparency 
1. Gatekeeping Information: By controlling what is 

broadcasted, the government can influence the public 
perception of its governance and policies. Such gatekeeping 
might lead to a biased presentation of information, reducing 
the transparency essential for an informed citizenry. 

2. Reduced Media Plurality: The bill might lead to a 
homogenization of viewpoints if smaller, independent 
broadcasters find it difficult to meet the stringent regulatory 
requirements. This reduction in media plurality can lead to a 
monopolization of narratives, further diminishing 
transparency in public issues. 

Effect on Trust in Policymaking 
1. Perceived Government Overreach: The broad 

discretionary powers granted to regulatory bodies under the 
bill might be viewed as governmental overreach into the 
media sector. This perception can lead to public skepticism 
regarding the intentions behind the bill, reducing trust in the 
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policymaking process. 
2. Impact on Democratic Engagement: When public debate is 

curtailed, citizens may feel disengaged and mistrustful of 
political processes. Trust in governance is built on the 
foundation of robust public engagement and transparency, 
both of which could be undermined by this bill. 

Conclusion  While the Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023 aims to 
sanitize and organize broadcasting content, its approach poses 
significant risks to the freedom of expression, the vibrancy of public 
debate, and the transparency of governmental operations. To foster 
trust in the policymaking process, it is imperative for the bill to 
incorporate safeguards that protect media freedom and promote a 
diverse range of viewpoints. A balanced approach, involving 
consultation with stakeholders from the media and civil society, is 
essential to ensure that the regulatory framework supports both 
public morality and democratic principles. Such measures will 
uphold the integrity of the media landscape and reinforce public trust 
in the legislative and governance processes. 

 
Q.2) Analyze the Supreme Court's recent verdict on the sub-classification of Scheduled 

Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) quotas. Discuss the key principles, 
guidelines, and the role of state governments in sub-classification. Explain how 
this judgment represents a shift towards a more substantive interpretation of the 
equality provision in the Indian Constitution. (15 marks, 250 words) 

Topic- Social Empowerment Issues Related to SCs & STs 

Introduction The Supreme Court's recent landmark verdict on the sub-
classification of the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
quota has significant implications for equality jurisprudence. Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud, in his opinion, emphasized 
the concept of "substantive equality" as a guiding principle for the 
law to account for the different backgrounds and historical injustices 
faced by individuals or groups. 

Body  Evolution of the Supreme Court's View on Reservation 
 Reframing the Quota-Versus-Efficiency Question 
 Key Principles and Guidelines from the Verdict 
 Implications and Insights 

Conclusion The Supreme Court's verdict on the sub classification of the SC and 
ST quota represents a pivotal moment in equality jurisprudence, 
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emphasizing a more inclusive and substantive approach to address 
historical injustices and ensure effective representation. This 
landmark judgment sets a new precedent for the understanding and 
implementation of affirmative action, paving the way for a more 
equitable and just society. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Social Empowerment Issues Related to SCs & STs  

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Whether National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) can 
enforce the implementation of constitutional reservation for the 
Scheduled Castes in the religious minority institutions? Examine. 
(UPSC 2018) 

Introduction The Supreme Court's recent landmark verdict on the sub-classification 
of the Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) quota has 
significant implications for equality jurisprudence. Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) D Y Chandrachud, in his opinion, emphasized the concept 
of "substantive equality" as a guiding principle for the law to account 
for the different backgrounds and historical injustices faced by 
individuals or groups. 

Body Evolution of the Supreme Court's View on Reservation 
 Initial Approach : Initially, the Supreme Court took a formal 

and limiting approach, viewing reservations as an exception to 
the principle of equal opportunity. 

 This was evident in the court's view in cases such as The State 
of Madras v. ChampakamDorairajan (1951) and B 
Venkataramana v. The State of Madras (1951). 

Shift Towards Substantive Equality: 
 Over the years, the Supreme Court's view on reservation 

evolved, with CJI Chandrachud stressing that reservation is a 
facet of merit, not an exception to the merit rule. 

 This shift was particularly highlighted in the recent sub-
classification judgment, where the CJI traced the history of the 
court's interpretation of affirmative action. 

Reframing the Quota-Versus-Efficiency Question: 
 CJI Chandrachud has reframed the quota-versus-efficiency 

question, viewing reservation as reflecting the mandate of 
substantive equality enshrined in the Constitution, rather than as 
a concessionary exception to the equality rule. 
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Key Principles and Guidelines from the Verdict 
 Reasonable and Rational Classifications: The majority 

opinion emphasized that any classifications within the social 
justice policy must be reasonable and rational, affirming the 
requirement of evidence-based policies of social justice. It also 
highlighted the importance of data-driven policy and the 
imperative for a nationwide caste Census. 

 Competence of State Governments for Sub-Classification: 
The judgment firmly prioritized substance over form and held 
that state governments are competent to sub-classify the 
Scheduled Castes to identify groups that merit more beneficial 
treatment. This decision appreciates the import of distributive 
justice within the heterogeneous Scheduled Castes. 

 Operationalizing the New Framework: The verdict 
underlined the principles that will operationalize the new 
framework, emphasizing the need for empirical data, reasonable 
grounds subject to judicial scrutiny, and avoiding the perils of 
micro-classification. 

Implications and Insights 
 Effective Representation in Public Services: CJI Chandrachud 

emphasized that representation in public services should be 
"effective representation," not just "numerical representation." 
This underscores the importance of meaningful and impactful 
representation in public services. 

 Constitutional Empowerment for Sub-Classification: The 
verdict asserted that inclusion in the Presidential list does not 
create a uniform, homogenous class that cannot be further 
classified. This recognition of the flexibility in sub-classification 
is a significant development in the interpretation of 
constitutional provisions. 

Conclusion  The Supreme Court's verdict on the sub classification of the SC and ST 
quota represents a pivotal moment in equality jurisprudence, 
emphasizing a more inclusive and substantive approach to address 
historical injustices and ensure effective representation. This landmark 
judgment sets a new precedent for the understanding and 
implementation of affirmative action, paving the way for a more 
equitable and just society. 
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Q.3) Discuss the recent Supreme Court ruling on the Lieutenant Governor's authority 
to appoint aldermen to the Delhi Municipal Corporation. How does this judgment 
impact the relationship between the elected regime and the appointed 
administrator in Delhi? (15 Marks 250 words) 

Topic- Union Territories 

Introduction Recently, the Supreme Court of India's pronounced a verdict that the 
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) of Delhi exercises independent authority 
while appointing aldermen to the Delhi Municipal Corporation. The 
judgment by a three-judge Bench rightly relies on the letter of the law 
governing Centre-Delhi government relations, as well as earlier 
judgments that sought to strike a balance between the elected regime 
and the appointed administrator. 

Body  Key details of Supreme Court ruling w.r.t Governors exercise 
of power in Delhi 

 Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 
 Framework sought by the Constitution Bench in 2018 

Conclusion The Constitution allows Parliament power to enact laws in respect of 
any matter on which the Delhi Assembly has jurisdiction, unlike 
other States which have an exclusive legislative domain. Parliament 
can also amend or supersede any law made by the Delhi Assembly. 
As legislative and executive powers are coextensive, this effectively 
means that the Delhi government can be undermined in any way the 
Centre wants. Constitutional morality and spirit of co-operative 
federalism should be energized to ensure healthy LG-CM 
relationship. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Union Territories 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Whether the Supreme Court Judgment (July 2018) can settle the 
political tussle between the Lt. Governor and elected government of 
Delhi? Examine. (UPSC 2018) 

Introduction Recently, the Supreme Court of India's pronounced a verdict that the 
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) of Delhi exercises independent authority 
while appointing aldermen to the Delhi Municipal Corporation. The 
judgment by a three-judge Bench rightly relies on the letter of the law 
governing Centre-Delhi government relations, as well as earlier 
judgments that sought to strike a balance between the elected regime 
and the appointed administrator. 
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Body Key details of Supreme Court ruling w.r.t Governors exercise of 
power in Delhi 

 State assembly's relevancy: The litigation raises questions 
about the relevance of having an elected Assembly for Delhi. 

 Governor's statutory duty: As upheld by Court, the Lt. 
Governor has the power to appoint persons with special 
knowledge in municipal administration, and is not one that he 
should exercise on the basis of advice from Delhi's Council of 
Ministers 

 Exception to the constitutional provision: That the L-G is 
bound by the aid and advice of Delhi's Council of Ministers on 
all matters in the State and Concurrent Lists, except for the 
subjects of public order, police and land. 

 Upholding LG's Power: The Court has rejected the Delhi 
government's argument that municipativate Win administration, 
being a State subject, the L-G could not have acted on his own. 

What does Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 say? 
 Appointing power: Court noted that the Act identifies different 

authorities, each with distinct roles. 
 Administrator' Power: He is empowered to nominate 10 

persons with special knowledge, Speaker's Power. 
 He could nominate some legislators to serve on the Corporation 

by rotation, which shows that it was an independent statutory 
power. 

Framework sought by the Constitution Bench in 2018: 
 To avoid escalation of issues that arise from differences of 

opinion between the L-G and the Chief Minister.  
 Such differences, as well as political acrimony between the 

political parties have been the principal driving force behind 
multiple conflicts and legal tussles over governing Delhi. 

Conclusion  As the latest verdict on aldermen shows, the Constitution allows 
Parliament power to enact laws in respect of any matter on which the 
Delhi Assembly has jurisdiction, unlike other States which have an 
exclusive legislative domain. Parliament can also amend or supersede 
any law made by the Delhi Assembly. As legislative and executive 
powers are coextensive, this effectively means that the Delhi 
government can be undermined in any way the Centre wants. 
Constitutional morality and spirit of co-operative federalism should be 
energized to ensure healthy LG-CM relationship. 
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Q.4) Discuss the significance of enhancing government accountability in India. How 

can India ensure that its governments are more accountable to the people? 
Illustrate your answer with relevant examples. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Accountability 

Introduction On the occasion of Independence Day, the Prime Minister's speech 
often reflects on the nation's progress and challenges. A recurring 
theme in such speeches is the need for good governance and the 
importance of holding the government accountable to its citizens. 
Accountability in governance is essential for upholding democratic 
values, ensuring transparency, and delivering public services 
effectively. It is the cornerstone of a functioning democracy, where 
the government is answerable to the people who elect it. 

Body  Significance of Government Accountability 
 Mechanisms for Ensuring Government Accountability 
 Challenges to Accountability 
 Case Studies and Examples 

Conclusion Enhancing government accountability is not just about creating new 
laws or mechanisms; it requires a cultural shift towards greater 
transparency, participation, and responsiveness. The Prime 
Minister’s Independence Day speech serves as a reminder of the 
ideals of freedom and democracy that India stands for. To truly honor 
these ideals, India must strive to make its governments more 
accountable to the people. This can be achieved through a 
combination of institutional reforms, active citizen participation, and 
a robust legal framework that ensures that those in power remain 
answerable to the public. Only then can India realize the vision of a 
true democracy where the government is by the people, for the 
people, and of the people. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Accountability 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: E-governance, as a critical tool of governance, has ushered in 
effectiveness, transparency and accountability in governments. 
What inadequacies hamper the enhancement of these features? 
[10 Marks] [2023] 

Introduction On the occasion of Independence Day, the Prime Minister's speech 
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often reflects on the nation's progress and challenges. A recurring 
theme in such speeches is the need for good governance and the 
importance of holding the government accountable to its citizens. 
Accountability in governance is essential for upholding democratic 
values, ensuring transparency, and delivering public services 
effectively. It is the cornerstone of a functioning democracy, where 
the government is answerable to the people who elect it. 

Body 1. Significance of Government Accountability: 
 Strengthening Democracy: Accountability ensures that the 

government remains responsive to the needs and aspirations 
of the people. It prevents the concentration of power and 
helps in checking the misuse of authority. 

 Enhancing Public Trust: When governments are 
accountable, it fosters trust among citizens. This trust is 
crucial for the smooth functioning of a democracy, as it 
ensures public cooperation in various governmental 
initiatives. 

 Improving Governance: Accountability mechanisms lead to 
better policy implementation and service delivery. By 
holding officials responsible for their actions, it reduces 
corruption and inefficiency. 

 Safeguarding Rights: An accountable government is more 
likely to protect and promote the rights of its citizens, 
ensuring that policies are inclusive and equitable. 

2. Mechanisms for Ensuring Government Accountability: 
 Electoral Reforms: Regular, free, and fair elections are 

fundamental to holding governments accountable. 
Strengthening the electoral process by curbing money and 
muscle power can ensure that people's voices are heard. 

 Judicial Oversight: The judiciary plays a crucial role in 
ensuring that the executive and legislative branches act within 
the bounds of the Constitution. Judicial activism has, in many 
cases, compelled the government to act in the public interest. 

 Role of Media and Civil Society: A free press and active 
civil society organizations are vital in exposing governmental 
malpractices and advocating for greater accountability. They 
serve as watchdogs, ensuring that the government does not 
stray from its commitments. 

 Right to Information (RTI) Act: The RTI Act empowers 
citizens to seek information from the government, thereby 
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promoting transparency. It has been instrumental in 
uncovering corruption and ensuring that the government 
remains answerable. 

 Social Audits: Social audits, particularly in welfare schemes 
like MGNREGA, allow for community participation in 
monitoring and evaluating government programs. This 
participatory approach ensures that resources are used 
effectively and reach the intended beneficiaries. 

3. Challenges to Accountability: 
 Political Interference: Excessive political influence in 

institutions meant to ensure accountability, such as the police 
or bureaucracy, can weaken these mechanisms. 

 Corruption: Corruption at various levels of government can 
undermine efforts to hold officials accountable. 

 Lack of Awareness: A significant portion of the population 
remains unaware of their rights and the mechanisms available 
to hold the government accountable, leading to 
underutilization of these tools. 

4. Case Studies and Examples: 
 RTI and Adarsh Scam: The exposure of the Adarsh 

Housing Society scam through RTI applications highlights 
the power of information access in holding the government 
accountable. 

 Judicial Interventions in Environmental Issues: The 
Supreme Court’s role in cases like the Ganga pollution case 
demonstrates how judicial oversight can compel the 
government to take necessary action. 

Conclusion  Enhancing government accountability is not just about creating new 
laws or mechanisms; it requires a cultural shift towards greater 
transparency, participation, and responsiveness. The PM’s 
Independence Day speech serves as a reminder of the ideals of 
freedom and democracy that India stands for. To truly honor these 
ideals, India must strive to make its governments more accountable 
to the people. This can be achieved through a combination of 
institutional reforms, active citizen participation, and a robust legal 
framework that ensures that those in power remain answerable to the 
public. Only then can India realize the vision of a true democracy 
where the government is by the people, for the people, and of the 
people. 
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Q.5) "The modified pension scheme overcomes some shortcomings of the National 

Pension System (NPS)." Discuss the improvements made in the unified pension 
scheme and analyze how effectively it addresses the gaps in the earlier system. (250 
words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Pension System 
Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/middle-path-on-the-unified-pension-
scheme/article68565757.ece 

Introduction The National Pension System (NPS) was introduced as a crucial 
component of pension reform aimed at providing a stable post-
retirement income. However, it faced several challenges, including 
limited coverage and the complexity of its structure. The introduction 
of a modified pension scheme seeks to address these shortcomings, 
enhancing accessibility and benefits for subscribers. 

Body  Shortcomings of the NPS 
 Features of the Modified Pension Scheme 
 Analysis of Improvements 
 Challenges and Considerations 

Conclusion The modified pension scheme is a significant step forward in 
addressing the limitations of the NPS, particularly in terms of 
providing income security, broadening coverage, and simplifying 
participation. While it presents a more inclusive and secure approach 
to retirement planning, the success of the scheme will depend on its 
fiscal management and the effectiveness of its implementation. 
Continued monitoring and adaptive management will be essential to 
ensure that the scheme remains robust and responsive to the needs of 
India’s diverse workforce. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Pension System 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q."Success of 'Make in India' programme depends on the 
success of 'Skill India' programme and radical labour reforms." 
Discuss with logical arguments.(2015) 

Introduction The National Pension System (NPS) was introduced as a crucial 
component of pension reform aimed at providing a stable post-
retirement income. However, it faced several challenges, including 
limited coverage and the complexity of its structure. The introduction 
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of a modified pension scheme seeks to address these shortcomings, 
enhancing accessibility and benefits for subscribers. 

Body 1. Shortcomings of the NPS: 
 Volatility in Returns: Linked predominantly to market-

driven investments, the NPS exposed subscribers to potential 
financial market fluctuations, impacting the predictability of 
returns. 

 Limited Scope of Coverage: Primarily targeting the 
organized sector, it left a significant portion of the 
unorganized workforce without pension benefits. 

 Complexity and Lack of Awareness: The structure of NPS 
was complex, deterring potential subscribers due to a lack of 
understanding and transparency. 

2. Features of the Modified Pension Scheme: 
 Enhanced Government Contribution: Increased 

contributions by the government for certain sectors, 
particularly aiming to support lower-income groups and 
unorganized sector workers. 

 Introduction of Guaranteed Pension: Incorporation of a 
minimum guaranteed pension ensures a basic income 
security post-retirement, mitigating the risk of market 
volatility. 

 Simplified Structure and Increased Transparency: Efforts 
to streamline processes and enhance clarity about the benefits 
and structure of the pension scheme. 

3. Analysis of Improvements: 
 Security Against Market Risks: The guaranteed pension 

element provides a safety net against the inherent risks of 
market-linked investment plans, ensuring stable and 
predictable retirement benefits. 

 Wider Coverage: By simplifying the scheme and enhancing 
government contributions, the revised scheme extends its 
reach to previously uncovered sections, including small 
traders, farmers, and unorganized sector workers. 

 Increased Attractiveness and Participation: With 
improved benefits and a simplified structure, the modified 
scheme is likely to see increased participation rates, leading 
to greater financial security for a broader demographic. 

4. Challenges and Considerations: 
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 Fiscal Sustainability: The increased financial burden on the 
government to support the guaranteed pension could pose 
long-term sustainability challenges. 

 Implementation Hurdles: Effective implementation across 
diverse sectors and geographical areas remains critical for the 
success of the modified scheme. 

 Continuous Monitoring and Adaptation: The scheme 
requires ongoing evaluation to ensure it meets its objectives 
and adapts to changing economic conditions and 
demographic factors. 

Conclusion  The modified pension scheme is a significant step forward in 
addressing the limitations of the NPS, particularly in terms of 
providing income security, broadening coverage, and simplifying 
participation. While it presents a more inclusive and secure approach 
to retirement planning, the success of the scheme will depend on its 
fiscal management and the effectiveness of its implementation. 
Continued monitoring and adaptive management will be essential to 
ensure that the scheme remains robust and responsive to the needs of 
India’s diverse workforce. 

 
Q.6) Discuss the importance of judiciary action against fake medicine in India, arguing 

that merely controlling misleading advertisements is insufficient. Provide 
suggestions for a holistic approach to tackle the issue of fake medicine. (250 words, 
15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/%E2%80%8Bby-another-name-on-misleading-
advertisements-fake-medicine/article68582049.ece 
Topic- Health Sector Reforms 

Introduction The prevalence of fake medicines in the Indian market poses a serious 
threat to public health, undermining the integrity of the healthcare 
system. While regulatory measures often focus on curbing misleading 
advertisements, it is imperative that judicial actions extend beyond 
this to directly combat the menace of counterfeit medications. This 
necessity arises from the critical impact fake medicines have on 
treatment efficacy and patient safety. 

Body  Current Regulatory Framework 
 Judicial Intervention Necessity 
 Impact of Fake Medicines 
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 Holistic Approach to Tackle Fake Medicines 

Conclusion While controlling misleading advertisements is a crucial step in 
safeguarding consumer interests, it is insufficient in the battle against 
fake medicines. The judiciary must play a more proactive role by 
ensuring stringent enforcement of existing laws and adapting to new 
challenges in pharmaceutical regulation. A multi-faceted approach 
involving judicial, legislative, and community actions will be 
essential to eradicate the menace of counterfeit medications, thereby 
protecting public health and maintaining the credibility of India's 
healthcare system. Enhanced judicial scrutiny and holistic policy 
interventions will act as deterrents against the proliferation of fake 
medicines, ensuring a safer healthcare environment for all. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Health Sector Reforms 
 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Many food items contain ‘Trans fats. What do you understand 
by this term? Which Indian food items contain trans ‘fats? What 
are the implications of trans fats on human health? (2012, 15 
Marks) 

Introduction The prevalence of fake medicines in the Indian market poses a serious 
threat to public health, undermining the integrity of the healthcare 
system. While regulatory measures often focus on curbing misleading 
advertisements, it is imperative that judicial actions extend beyond 
this to directly combat the menace of counterfeit medications. This 
necessity arises from the critical impact fake medicines have on 
treatment efficacy and patient safety. 

Body 1. Current Regulatory Framework: 
 Overview of existing laws and regulations concerning 

advertising and sale of medicines in India, such as the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act, 1940, and the role of the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO). 

 Limitations of focusing solely on advertising: While 
controlling misleading advertisements can reduce consumer 
deception, it does not address the root cause— the production 
and distribution of fake medicines. 

2. Judicial Intervention Necessity: 
 Examples of cases where the judiciary has played a pivotal 
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role in penalizing offenders, thereby deterring the proliferation 
of counterfeit drugs. 

 The role of the judiciary in interpreting laws to fill legislative 
gaps, especially in emerging challenges like online sales of 
fake medicines. 

3. Impact of Fake Medicines: 
 Discuss the health risks associated with fake medicines 

including drug resistance, treatment failure, and fatality. 
 Economic impact: Loss of trust in healthcare systems, 

financial losses to authentic manufacturers and the overall 
economy. 

4. Holistic Approach to Tackle Fake Medicines: 
 Strengthening surveillance and inspection mechanisms to 

ensure compliance with drug safety standards. 
 Encouraging public-private partnerships to enhance 

technological solutions like track and trace systems to 
authenticate drug origin and chain of custody. 

 Promoting public awareness campaigns about the risks of 
counterfeit medicines and educating on how to identify 
genuine products. 

Conclusion  While controlling misleading advertisements is a crucial step in 
safeguarding consumer interests, it is insufficient in the battle against 
fake medicines. The judiciary must play a more proactive role by 
ensuring stringent enforcement of existing laws and adapting to new 
challenges in pharmaceutical regulation. A multi-faceted approach 
involving judicial, legislative, and community actions will be 
essential to eradicate the menace of counterfeit medications, thereby 
protecting public health and maintaining the credibility of India's 
healthcare system. Enhanced judicial scrutiny and holistic policy 
interventions will act as deterrents against the proliferation of fake 
medicines, ensuring a safer healthcare environment for all. 
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International Relations 
 
Q.7) Analyze the strategic implications of the AUKUS agreement for the Indo-Pacific 

region. Discuss the challenges associated with nuclear technology transfer, 
particularly focusing on the environmental and security concerns regarding the 
storage and disposal of spent nuclear fuel and radioactive waste. [250 Words] [15 
Marks] 

Topic- International Agreements 

Introduction The AUKUS agreement, signed by Australia, the U.S., and the U.K., 
marks a significant development in global security, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacific region. This trilateral security pact includes the transfer 
of nuclear-powered submarine technology to Australia, signaling a 
deepening of defense ties between these Western powers. While the 
deal enhances Australia's maritime capabilities, it also raises concerns 
related to nuclear technology transfer, including environmental and 
security challenges associated with managing nuclear waste. 

Body  Strategic Implications of the AUKUS Agreement 
 Challenges of Nuclear Technology Transfer 
 Australia’s Responsibilities and Global Implications 

Conclusion The AUKUS agreement represents a significant shift in the strategic 
landscape of the Indo-Pacific region, with profound implications for 
global security and nuclear technology governance. While the deal 
strengthens Australia’s defense capabilities, it also introduces 
complex challenges related to environmental protection and nuclear 
security. As Australia embarks on this new path, it must navigate these 
challenges carefully, balancing its strategic objectives with its 
responsibilities to global non-proliferation norms and environmental 
sustainability. The success of the AUKUS agreement will depend not 
only on its military outcomes but also on how effectively these 
broader concerns are managed. 

 

UPSC Syllabus International Agreements  

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. The newly tri-nation partnership AUKUS is aimed at countering 
China’s ambitions in the Indo-Pacific region. Is it going to supersede 
the existing partnerships in the region? Discuss the strength and 
impact of AUKUS in the present scenario. [250 Words] [15 Marks] 
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[2021] 

Introduction The AUKUS agreement, signed by Australia, the U.S., and the U.K., 
marks a significant development in global security, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacific region. This trilateral security pact includes the transfer 
of nuclear-powered submarine technology to Australia, signaling a 
deepening of defense ties between these Western powers. While the 
deal enhances Australia's maritime capabilities, it also raises concerns 
related to nuclear technology transfer, including environmental and 
security challenges associated with managing nuclear waste. 

Body 1. Strategic Implications of the AUKUS Agreement: 
 Strengthening of Alliances in the Indo-Pacific: 

o The AUKUS pact is seen as a strategic move to counterbalance 
China's growing influence in the Indo-Pacific. By equipping 
Australia with nuclear-powered submarines, the U.S. and U.K. 
aim to enhance the naval capabilities of their ally, thereby 
ensuring a stronger presence in the region. 

o This agreement is likely to lead to closer military cooperation 
among the three nations, including intelligence sharing, joint 
exercises, and technological collaboration, further solidifying 
their collective defense posture in the Indo-Pacific. 

 Impact on Regional Security Dynamics: 
o The introduction of nuclear-powered submarines into 

Australia's navy could shift the balance of power in the Indo-
Pacific, prompting reactions from other regional powers, 
particularly China. It may lead to an arms race, with other 
countries seeking to bolster their own naval capabilities. 

o The agreement also signals a commitment to upholding the 
rules-based international order in the region, potentially 
leading to increased tensions in already volatile areas like the 
South China Sea. 

2. Challenges of Nuclear Technology Transfer: 
 Environmental Concerns: 
o The transfer of nuclear technology involves significant 

environmental challenges, particularly the management of spent 
nuclear fuel and radioactive waste. Australia, under the AUKUS 
agreement, will be responsible for the storage and disposal of this 
waste, which poses long-term environmental risks. 

o Proper disposal requires secure, stable geological repositories to 
prevent radioactive contamination. The environmental impact of 
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establishing such facilities, as well as the potential risks of leaks 
or accidents, are major concerns that Australia must address. 

 Security Risks: 
o The transfer of nuclear technology also raises security issues, 

including the risk of proliferation. While the AUKUS deal 
involves nuclear propulsion rather than nuclear weapons, the 
transfer of sensitive technology still requires stringent 
safeguards to prevent misuse or leakage of information. 

o Another significant challenge is the protection of nuclear 
materials from theft or sabotage. The storage and 
transportation of spent nuclear fuel are vulnerable to security 
threats, requiring robust security measures to ensure they do 
not fall into the wrong hands. 

 Legal and Ethical Considerations: 
o The AUKUS deal challenges existing international norms and 

treaties related to nuclear proliferation. Although it adheres to 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) by focusing on 
propulsion rather than weaponry, it sets a precedent for other 
nations seeking advanced military capabilities. 

o Ethical concerns also arise regarding the long-term 
environmental impact of nuclear waste and the potential risks 
to public health and safety. 

3. Australia’s Responsibilities and Global Implications: 
 National and International Responsibilities: 

o Australia must develop comprehensive strategies for the safe 
handling, storage, and disposal of nuclear waste, including the 
establishment of long-term storage facilities and adherence to 
international safety standards. 

o The country will also need to engage with regional neighbors 
and international bodies to ensure transparency and build trust, 
particularly concerning the environmental and security 
implications of its new nuclear capabilities. 

 Global Implications: 
o The AUKUS deal could set a new standard for defense 

partnerships, particularly among nations with shared strategic 
interests. However, it also risks escalating regional tensions 
and contributing to a global arms race, particularly in the Indo-
Pacific. 

o As the first non-nuclear weapon state to acquire nuclear-
powered submarines, Australia’s management of this 
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technology will be closely watched by the international 
community, potentially influencing future nuclear cooperation 
agreements. 

Conclusion  The AUKUS agreement represents a significant shift in the strategic 
landscape of the Indo-Pacific region, with profound implications for 
global security and nuclear technology governance. While the deal 
strengthens Australia’s defense capabilities, it also introduces 
complex challenges related to environmental protection and nuclear 
security. As Australia embarks on this new path, it must navigate these 
challenges carefully, balancing its strategic objectives with its 
responsibilities to global non-proliferation norms and environmental 
sustainability. The success of the AUKUS agreement will depend not 
only on its military outcomes but also on how effectively these 
broader concerns are managed. 

 
Q.8) Analyze the implications of recent geopolitical changes in South Asia and discuss 

how India can adapt its foreign policy to effectively respond to regional instability. 
(150 words, 10 marks) 

Topic- India’s neighbourhood policy 

Introduction South Asia has witnessed significant political and social upheaval in 
recent years, impacting regional stability and security. India, as a 
regional power, faces both challenges and opportunities in this 
evolving geopolitical landscape. Understanding these changes is 
crucial for India to formulate a proactive foreign policy strategy. 

Body  Contextual Analysis 
 India's Strategic Response 
 Learning from Past Lessons 

Conclusion The turmoil in South Asia poses a significant challenge to regional 
stability, but also offers India an opportunity to lead by example. By 
adopting a proactive, multilayered foreign policy approach that 
includes diplomatic engagement, economic cooperation, security 
collaboration, and humanitarian assistance, India can effectively 
manage the shock effects of regional tumult. Such strategies not only 
enhance India's stature on the global stage but also contribute to a 
more stable and prosperous South Asian region. This proactive 
approach will ensure India remains a pivotal player in shaping the 
future dynamics of its neighborhood. 
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UPSC Syllabus India’s neighbourhood policy 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. The protests in Shahbag Square in Dhaka in Bangladesh reveal 
a fundamental split in society between the nationalists and Islamic 
forces. What is its significance for India? [200 Words] [10 Marks] 
[2013] 

Introduction South Asia has witnessed significant political and social upheaval in 
recent years, impacting regional stability and security. India, as a 
regional power, faces both challenges and opportunities in this 
evolving geopolitical landscape. Understanding these changes is 
crucial for India to formulate a proactive foreign policy strategy. 

Body 1. Contextual Analysis:  
o South Asian countries, including Afghanistan's political 

instability, Sri Lanka's economic crisis, and political changes 
in Nepal and the Maldives, illustrate a region in flux. These 
changes can lead to security vacuums, increased refugee 
flows, and economic instability, affecting India directly and 
indirectly. 

2. India's Strategic Response: 
o Diplomatic Engagement: India must intensify diplomatic 

efforts to build stronger bilateral relations with its neighbors. 
This involves supporting democratic processes, economic 
stability, and conflict resolution initiatives. 

o Economic Initiatives: Enhancing connectivity and economic 
partnerships through projects like the SAARC (South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation) and BIMSTEC (Bay of 
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation) can promote regional integration and economic 
resilience. 

o Security Cooperation: Strengthening regional security 
mechanisms to address threats from terrorism, organized 
crime, and maritime piracy is essential. Joint exercises, 
intelligence sharing, and capacity building could be vital 
components. 

o Humanitarian Assistance: Providing aid during crises, such 
as during economic collapses or natural disasters, can improve 
India's image as a responsible regional leader and stabilize the 
region. 

3. Learning from Past Lessons: 
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o Non-interference Policy: Respecting the sovereignty and 
internal processes of neighboring countries helps avoid 
resentment and fosters trust. 

o Multilateralism: Engaging with international organizations to 
address regional issues can lend legitimacy and support to India's 
initiatives. 

Conclusion  The turmoil in South Asia poses a significant challenge to regional 
stability, but also offers India an opportunity to lead by example. By 
adopting a proactive, multilayered foreign policy approach that 
includes diplomatic engagement, economic cooperation, security 
collaboration, and humanitarian assistance, India can effectively 
manage the shock effects of regional tumult. Such strategies not only 
enhance India's stature on the global stage but also contribute to a 
more stable and prosperous South Asian region. This proactive 
approach will ensure India remains a pivotal player in shaping the 
future dynamics of its neighborhood. 

 
Q.9) "Discuss how the turmoil in Bangladesh could test India-U.S. relations, 

considering the impact of heightened nationalism in both countries. Analyze the 
challenges and opportunities for both nations in managing this situation." (250 
words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/political-line-neighbourhood-tests-india-us-
ties/article68512576.ece 
Topic- India-US relations amid Bangladesh crisis 

Introduction India and the United States, despite their strategic partnership, often 
navigate complex regional dynamics that test their bilateral ties. 
Bangladesh, a key player in South Asia, has historically influenced 
the geopolitical landscape of the region. Recent turmoil in 
Bangladesh, coupled with rising nationalism in both India and the 
U.S., poses significant challenges to their relationship, particularly in 
terms of mutual trust and strategic alignment. 

Body  Impact of Turmoil in Bangladesh 
 Heightened Nationalism and Its Effects 
 Challenges to India-U.S. Relations 
 Opportunities for Cooperation 

Conclusion The turmoil in Bangladesh serves as a litmus test for India-U.S. 
relations, especially in an era of rising nationalism. While challenges 
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are evident, particularly in aligning their strategic interests and 
managing mutual perceptions, there are opportunities for cooperation. 
By fostering dialogue and focusing on shared goals, both nations can 
navigate the complexities of the Bangladesh situation while 
reinforcing their broader strategic partnership. 

 

UPSC Syllabus India-US relations 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: How will 12U2 (India, Israel, UAE, and USA) grouping 
transform India’s position in global politics?  [2022] 

Introduction India and the United States, despite their strategic partnership, often 
navigate complex regional dynamics that test their bilateral ties. 
Bangladesh, a key player in South Asia, has historically influenced 
the geopolitical landscape of the region. Recent turmoil in 
Bangladesh, coupled with rising nationalism in both India and the 
U.S., poses significant challenges to their relationship, particularly in 
terms of mutual trust and strategic alignment. 

Body 1. Impact of Turmoil in Bangladesh: 
o Geopolitical Sensitivity: Bangladesh shares borders with 

India, and any instability there directly affects India’s security 
and economic interests. For the U.S., Bangladesh is important 
due to its strategic location in the Bay of Bengal and its 
growing economy, making it a focal point in the Indo-Pacific 
strategy. 

o India’s Concerns: Political unrest in Bangladesh could lead 
to an influx of refugees, increase cross-border tensions, and 
disrupt regional stability. India may seek to manage the 
situation unilaterally, which might not align with U.S. interests 
in promoting democratic values and human rights in the 
region. 

o U.S. Interests: The U.S. might emphasize the need for 
democratic governance and human rights in Bangladesh, 
potentially clashing with India's pragmatic approach to 
maintaining stability in its immediate neighborhood. 

2. Heightened Nationalism and Its Effects: 
o In India: Rising nationalism may push India to adopt a more 

assertive foreign policy, prioritizing its regional dominance 
and sovereignty. This could result in India being less receptive 
to external influences, including those from the U.S., in 
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managing the Bangladesh crisis. 
o In the U.S.: American nationalism, reflected in a more 

unilateral approach to international issues, might reduce its 
willingness to accommodate India’s regional strategies. The 
U.S. could demand greater alignment with its democratic 
ideals, which might not always resonate with India's strategic 
interests. 

3. Challenges to India-U.S. Relations: 
o Trust Deficit: Nationalism in both countries could exacerbate 

the trust deficit, making cooperation on Bangladesh more 
challenging. Diverging priorities may lead to tensions, 
particularly if the U.S. perceives India’s actions as 
undermining democratic principles. 

o Diplomatic Balancing: India will need to balance its 
domestic imperatives with its international obligations. The 
U.S., on the other hand, will have to navigate its strategic 
interests in South Asia without alienating India, a key partner 
in its Indo-Pacific strategy. 

4. Opportunities for Cooperation: 
o Shared Interests: Despite differences, both nations share an 

interest in ensuring regional stability and countering Chinese 
influence in South Asia. This common ground could be 
leveraged to coordinate responses to the Bangladesh crisis. 

o Strategic Dialogue: Enhancing strategic dialogue and trust-
building measures can help address misunderstandings. Joint 
initiatives in Bangladesh, focusing on development and 
democratic strengthening, could also be explored to align their 
policies. 

Conclusion  The turmoil in Bangladesh serves as a litmus test for India-U.S. 
relations, especially in an era of rising nationalism. While challenges 
are evident, particularly in aligning their strategic interests and 
managing mutual perceptions, there are opportunities for cooperation. 
By fostering dialogue and focusing on shared goals, both nations can 
navigate the complexities of the Bangladesh situation while 
reinforcing their broader strategic partnership. 
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Q.10) "Examine the significance of the elevation of India-Malaysia ties to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. How does this new level of engagement 
impact trade, investment, and other areas of cooperation?" (250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-malaysia-elevate-ties-to-comprehensive-
strategic-partnership/article68546006.ece 
Topic- Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between India and Malaysia 

Introduction India and Malaysia have enjoyed longstanding bilateral relations, 
underpinned by shared cultural, economic, and strategic interests. The 
recent elevation of their ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
(CSP) marks a significant milestone in their relationship. This 
development, announced during the meeting between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, signals 
a deepening of cooperation across various domains, including trade, 
investment, and emerging areas of strategic interest. 

Body  Significance of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
(CSP) 

 Impact on Trade and Investment 
 New Areas of Cooperation 
 Geopolitical Implications 

Conclusion The elevation of India-Malaysia ties to a Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership marks a new chapter in their bilateral relations, 
characterized by deeper economic, strategic, and cultural engagement. 
This partnership not only promises to boost trade and investment but 
also opens up new areas of cooperation that align with both nations' 
aspirations in the 21st century. As India and Malaysia work together 
under this enhanced framework, they are poised to make significant 
contributions to regional stability, economic growth, and global 
governance. 

 

UPSC Syllabus India-Malaysia Relations 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Indian Diaspora has an important role to play in South-East 
Asian countries’ economy and society. Appraise the role of Indian 
Diaspora in South-East Asia in this context. (2017) 

Introduction India and Malaysia have enjoyed longstanding bilateral relations, 
underpinned by shared cultural, economic, and strategic interests. The 
recent elevation of their ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
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(CSP) marks a significant milestone in their relationship. This 
development, announced during the meeting between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, signals 
a deepening of cooperation across various domains, including trade, 
investment, and emerging areas of strategic interest. 

Body 1. Significance of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
(CSP): 
o Enhanced Diplomatic Engagement: The CSP represents a 

formal commitment by both nations to elevate their bilateral 
relationship to a higher strategic level. It goes beyond 
traditional economic and cultural ties to encompass broader 
geopolitical and security dimensions. 

o Strengthening Regional Stability: As key players in the 
Indo-Pacific region, both India and Malaysia have vested 
interests in promoting regional stability and security. The CSP 
enables them to collaborate more closely on issues such as 
maritime security, counter-terrorism, and disaster 
management. 

2. Impact on Trade and Investment: 
o Boosting Bilateral Trade: The elevation to CSP is expected 

to significantly enhance bilateral trade. With both countries 
committed to increasing trade volumes, there is potential for 
greater market access, reduced trade barriers, and the 
exploration of new sectors. 

o Investment Opportunities: The CSP opens up new avenues 
for investment, particularly in sectors such as digital economy, 
infrastructure, and green technologies. Malaysia's expertise in 
certain industrial sectors complements India's growing 
market, making it an attractive destination for Malaysian 
investors. 

o Economic Diversification: The partnership encourages 
diversification beyond traditional trade sectors like palm oil 
and electronics, fostering collaboration in emerging industries 
such as fintech, renewable energy, and health technology. 

3. New Areas of Cooperation: 
o Technological Collaboration: As part of the CSP, India and 

Malaysia are likely to expand their cooperation in the field of 
technology, particularly in areas like digital transformation, 
cybersecurity, and artificial intelligence. This collaboration is 
crucial for both countries as they seek to position themselves 
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as leaders in the global digital economy. 
o Cultural and Educational Exchanges: The CSP also 

emphasizes people-to-people ties, with a focus on expanding 
cultural exchanges and educational partnerships. Initiatives 
such as student exchange programs, joint research projects, 
and cultural festivals will further strengthen the bond between 
the two nations. 

o Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Both countries 
share a commitment to achieving the SDGs. The CSP provides 
a platform for collaborative efforts in areas such as climate 
change mitigation, sustainable agriculture, and clean energy. 

4. Geopolitical Implications: 
o Strategic Balance in the Indo-Pacific: The CSP contributes 

to the strategic balance in the Indo-Pacific region, where both 
India and Malaysia play crucial roles. Enhanced cooperation 
could serve as a counterbalance to growing Chinese influence 
in the region, while also promoting a rules-based international 
order. 

o ASEAN and Global Diplomacy: Malaysia's role as a 
prominent member of ASEAN and its diplomatic outreach 
within the Muslim world can complement India's global 
diplomatic efforts. The CSP enhances India's engagement with 
ASEAN and strengthens its Act East Policy. 

Conclusion  The elevation of India-Malaysia ties to a Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership marks a new chapter in their bilateral relations, 
characterized by deeper economic, strategic, and cultural engagement. 
This partnership not only promises to boost trade and investment but 
also opens up new areas of cooperation that align with both nations' 
aspirations in the 21st century. As India and Malaysia work together 
under this enhanced framework, they are poised to make significant 
contributions to regional stability, economic growth, and global 
governance. 
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Q.11) "Analyze the impact of the West Asia crisis on the strategic choices for China and 
Russia. How do their actions in the region reflect their aim of undermining U.S. 
influence, and what role can India play in this evolving geopolitical 
landscape?"(250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/west-asia-crisis-spells-tough-choices-for-china-
russia/article68547576.ece 
Topic- Role of great powers in West Asia Crisis 

Introduction The ongoing crisis in West Asia has profound implications for global 
geopolitics, particularly for major powers like China and Russia. Both 
nations have long sought to reduce U.S. influence in the region, 
leveraging the instability to expand their own spheres of influence. 
However, the complexity of the crisis presents tough choices for 
China and Russia as they navigate their strategic interests while 
balancing their geopolitical ambitions. In this context, India's role 
becomes increasingly significant as it seeks to maintain its own 
strategic interests in West Asia amidst the shifting dynamics. 

Body  China and Russia's Strategic Interests in West Asia 
 Challenges and Tough Choices 
 India's Role in the Evolving Geopolitical Landscape 

 

Conclusion The West Asia crisis presents tough choices for China and Russia as 
they navigate their ambitions to reduce U.S. influence while 
expanding their own. Their actions reflect a complex interplay of 
economic, military, and diplomatic strategies that could reshape the 
region’s geopolitical landscape. For India, the evolving dynamics in 
West Asia present both challenges and opportunities. By maintaining 
its strategic autonomy, engaging in active diplomacy, and leveraging 
economic opportunities, India can play a pivotal role in ensuring its 
interests are safeguarded while contributing to regional stability. 

 

UPSC Syllabus West Asia Crisis 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. “The USA is facing an existential threat in the form of a China, 
that is much more challenging than the erstwhile Soviet Union.” 
Explain. [150 Words] [10 Marks] [2021] 

Introduction The ongoing crisis in West Asia has profound implications for global 
geopolitics, particularly for major powers like China and Russia. Both 
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nations have long sought to reduce U.S. influence in the region, 
leveraging the instability to expand their own spheres of influence. 
However, the complexity of the crisis presents tough choices for 
China and Russia as they navigate their strategic interests while 
balancing their geopolitical ambitions. In this context, India's role 
becomes increasingly significant as it seeks to maintain its own 
strategic interests in West Asia amidst the shifting dynamics. 

Body 1. China and Russia's Strategic Interests in West Asia: 
o China's Approach: 

 Economic Focus: China’s primary interest in West Asia 
revolves around securing energy resources and expanding 
its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The region is crucial for 
China’s energy security, with a significant portion of its oil 
imports coming from West Asian countries. 

 Diplomatic Maneuvering: China has increasingly 
engaged in diplomatic efforts in the region, positioning 
itself as a mediator in conflicts like the Iran-Saudi Arabia 
rivalry. However, China has been cautious not to get 
entangled in the region's complex military conflicts. 

o Russia's Approach: 
 Military and Diplomatic Influence: Russia has a more 

direct military and political presence in West Asia, 
particularly through its involvement in Syria. By 
supporting the Assad regime and engaging with key 
players like Iran and Turkey, Russia has established itself 
as a central power broker in the region. 

o Undermining U.S. Influence: Both China and Russia share a 
common goal of undermining U.S. dominance in West Asia. 
Russia's military interventions and China's economic 
strategies both aim to reduce the U.S.'s ability to unilaterally 
dictate the region's security dynamics. 

2. Challenges and Tough Choices: 
o Balancing Relationships: Both China and Russia face the 

challenge of balancing their relationships with regional 
powers that have conflicting interests. For instance, China 
must navigate its ties with both Iran and Saudi Arabia, while 
Russia must manage its alliances with Iran and Israel, which 
have divergent agendas in the region. 

o Risk of Overextension: The crisis in West Asia, especially in 
countries like Syria, Yemen, and Iraq, presents the risk of 
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overextension for both China and Russia. As they deepen their 
involvement, they must weigh the potential costs of becoming 
too entangled in the region's endless conflicts. 

o Competing Interests: While both nations share a goal of 
diminishing U.S. influence, they also have their own 
competing interests in West Asia. This could lead to friction 
between China and Russia as they seek to expand their 
respective spheres of influence. 

3. India's Role in the Evolving Geopolitical Landscape: 
o Strategic Autonomy: India has traditionally maintained a 

policy of strategic autonomy, engaging with all major powers 
in West Asia while avoiding entanglement in regional 
conflicts. As the region becomes a battleground for influence 
between the U.S., China, and Russia, India must carefully 
navigate these relationships to protect its interests. 

o Energy Security: West Asia is a critical region for India's 
energy security, with a significant portion of its oil and gas 
imports coming from the region. India must ensure that its 
energy supplies remain secure and uninterrupted amidst the 
geopolitical shifts. 

o Diplomatic Engagement: India can play a constructive role in 
West Asia by leveraging its strong bilateral ties with key regional 
players, such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, and the UAE. India's ability 
to engage diplomatically with all sides positions it as a potential 
mediator and a stabilizing force in the region. 

o Economic Opportunities: The instability in West Asia also 
presents economic opportunities for India, particularly in areas 
such as reconstruction efforts, infrastructure development, and 
technology partnerships. By actively engaging in these areas, 
India can enhance its influence in the region. 

Conclusion  The West Asia crisis presents tough choices for China and Russia as 
they navigate their ambitions to reduce U.S. influence while 
expanding their own. Their actions reflect a complex interplay of 
economic, military, and diplomatic strategies that could reshape the 
region’s geopolitical landscape. For India, the evolving dynamics in 
West Asia present both challenges and opportunities. By maintaining 
its strategic autonomy, engaging in active diplomacy, and leveraging 
economic opportunities, India can play a pivotal role in ensuring its 
interests are safeguarded while contributing to regional stability. 
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Q.12)  ‘India and Singapore have committed to enhancing cooperation in emerging and 
futuristic areas, reflecting their strong bilateral relationship.’ Discuss the 
significance of this cooperation in the context of their diplomatic ties and 
regional/global influence. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- India- Singapore Relations 
Source: The Hindu 
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/india-singapore-commit-to-boost-
cooperation-in-emerging-futuristic-areas-124082600711_1.html 

Introduction India and Singapore share a long-standing and robust bilateral 
relationship, which has evolved significantly over the decades. As 
both countries gear up to commemorate the 60th anniversary of their 
diplomatic relations, they have committed to deepening cooperation 
in emerging and futuristic areas. This cooperation is a testament to 
their shared vision of a prosperous and stable Indo-Pacific region, and 
it underscores the growing importance of strategic partnerships in the 
face of global challenges. 

Body  Historical Context of India-Singapore Relations 
 Cooperation in Emerging and Futuristic Areas 
 Strategic and Geopolitical Implications 
 Commemorating the 60th Anniversary of Diplomatic 

Relations 

Conclusion The commitment of India and Singapore to boost cooperation in 
emerging and futuristic areas is a significant step forward in their 
bilateral relationship. As they commemorate 60 years of diplomatic 
ties, this partnership is set to play a crucial role in shaping the future 
of the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. By working together on shared 
challenges and opportunities, India and Singapore can not only 
enhance their own development but also contribute to global peace, 
stability, and prosperity. This strategic collaboration will be 
instrumental in navigating the complexities of the 21st century, 
ensuring that both nations remain at the forefront of innovation and 
progress. 

 

UPSC Syllabus India- Singapore Relations 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Indian Diaspora has an important role to play in South-East 
Asian countries’ economy and society. Appraise the role of Indian 
Diaspora in South-East Asia in this context. [250 Words] [15 
Marks] [2017] 
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Introduction India and Singapore share a long-standing and robust bilateral 
relationship, which has evolved significantly over the decades. As 
both countries gear up to commemorate the 60th anniversary of their 
diplomatic relations, they have committed to deepening cooperation 
in emerging and futuristic areas. This cooperation is a testament to 
their shared vision of a prosperous and stable Indo-Pacific region, and 
it underscores the growing importance of strategic partnerships in the 
face of global challenges. 

Body Historical Context of India-Singapore Relations: 
 Economic Ties: Singapore has been a key partner in India's 

economic reforms since the 1990s. The Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) signed in 2005 
has been pivotal in boosting trade, investment, and financial 
linkages between the two nations. 

 Cultural and Social Links: The Indian diaspora in Singapore 
plays a crucial role in strengthening people-to-people ties, 
fostering cultural exchanges, and enhancing mutual 
understanding. 

Cooperation in Emerging and Futuristic Areas: 
 Technology and Innovation: Both countries have identified 

technology and innovation as critical areas for collaboration. 
This includes joint research and development in artificial 
intelligence (AI), cybersecurity, fintech, and smart cities. 
Such cooperation is crucial for addressing the challenges 
posed by the fourth industrial revolution. 

 Digital Economy: Singapore’s advanced digital 
infrastructure and India’s vast digital market create synergies 
that can be leveraged to drive growth in the digital economy. 
Collaborative efforts in areas like e-governance, digital 
payments, and data security are expected to yield significant 
benefits. 

 Sustainability and Green Technologies: With growing 
concerns over climate change, India and Singapore are 
committed to working together on sustainability initiatives. 
This includes cooperation in renewable energy, green finance, 
and urban planning aimed at building resilient and sustainable 
cities. 

Strategic and Geopolitical Implications: 
 Regional Stability: As key players in the Indo-Pacific region, 



 

Call: 9392957733    KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy - ( 34 )  
 

India and Singapore share a common interest in maintaining 
peace and stability in the region. Enhanced cooperation in 
emerging areas will not only strengthen their bilateral ties but 
also contribute to regional security architecture. 

 Global Influence: By deepening their partnership in futuristic 
areas, both countries are positioning themselves as important 
players on the global stage. Their collaboration can serve as a 
model for other nations in the region and beyond, promoting 
innovation, sustainability, and digital inclusion. 

Commemorating the 60th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations: 
 Symbolic Significance: The 60th anniversary provides an 

opportunity to reflect on the achievements of the past and set 
the course for future cooperation. Joint events, cultural 
exchanges, and high-level visits will further cement the 
relationship and highlight the importance of this partnership. 

 Roadmap for the Future: Both nations are expected to 
outline a strategic roadmap that will guide their cooperation 
in the coming years, with a focus on leveraging their strengths 
in technology, innovation, and sustainable development. 

Conclusion  The commitment of India and Singapore to boost cooperation in 
emerging and futuristic areas is a significant step forward in their 
bilateral relationship. As they commemorate 60 years of diplomatic 
ties, this partnership is set to play a crucial role in shaping the future 
of the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. By working together on shared 
challenges and opportunities, India and Singapore can not only 
enhance their own development but also contribute to global peace, 
stability, and prosperity. This strategic collaboration will be 
instrumental in navigating the complexities of the 21st century, 
ensuring that both nations remain at the forefront of innovation and 
progress. 
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Q.13) Discuss the significance of the two new US-India agreements signed as part of the 
growing defence ties between the two nations. How will these agreements enhance 
bilateral military cooperation and strategic interests? (250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Indian Express 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/two-new-us-india-agreements-a-
short-history-of-growing-defence-ties-9534655/ 
Topic-India-US Defence relations 

Introduction The US-India defence relationship has been evolving significantly in 
recent years, marked by deepening strategic ties and collaborative 
defence agreements. Two recent agreements—the Standard Operating 
Procedure Agreement (SOSA) and the Memorandum of Agreement 
on the Assignment of Liaison Officers—are pivotal in strengthening 
bilateral defence cooperation. These agreements aim to enhance 
operational coordination and strategic collaboration between the 
armed forces of both countries, reinforcing the Indo-Pacific strategy 
and ensuring regional security. 

Body  Overview of the Two Agreements 
 Strategic Significance of the Agreements 
 Implications for Regional Security and Bilateral Relations 

Conclusion The two new US-India agreements—SOSA and the Memorandum of 
Agreement on the Assignment of Liaison Officers—represent a 
significant milestone in the evolving strategic partnership between the 
two democracies. These agreements not only enhance operational 
interoperability and military-to-military cooperation but also serve 
broader strategic objectives in the Indo-Pacific region. As both 
nations continue to deepen their defence ties, these agreements will be 
instrumental in shaping a more secure, stable, and prosperous Indo-
Pacific order, reaffirming the mutual commitment to a rules-based 
international system. 
 

 

UPSC Syllabus India and US Relations 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: What is the significance of Indo-US defence deals over Indo-
Russian defence deals? Discuss with reference to stability in the 
Indo-Pacific region. [250 Words] [15 Marks] [2020] 

Introduction The US-India defence relationship has been evolving significantly in 
recent years, marked by deepening strategic ties and collaborative 
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defence agreements. Two recent agreements—the Standard Operating 
Procedure Agreement (SOSA) and the Memorandum of Agreement 
on the Assignment of Liaison Officers—are pivotal in strengthening 
bilateral defence cooperation. These agreements aim to enhance 
operational coordination and strategic collaboration between the 
armed forces of both countries, reinforcing the Indo-Pacific strategy 
and ensuring regional security. 

Body 1. Overview of the Two Agreements: 
 Standard Operating Procedure Agreement (SOSA): 

o Under SOSA, both the US and India will provide reciprocal 
priority support for goods and services that promote national 
defence. 

o It enables both countries to access logistics, support, and 
supply chains more efficiently during joint operations, 
exercises, and other engagements. 

o This agreement signifies a step towards logistical 
interoperability, ensuring that both nations can rapidly 
mobilize resources during crises or conflicts. 

 Memorandum of Agreement on the Assignment of Liaison 
Officers: 
o This agreement will facilitate the posting of Indian armed 

forces officers in key strategic US Commands. 
o Indian liaison officers will have the opportunity to work 

closely with their American counterparts, fostering better 
coordination, intelligence-sharing, and operational planning. 

o This will strengthen military-to-military engagement and 
allow India to gain insights into US military operations, 
doctrine, and strategic thinking. 

2. Strategic Significance of the Agreements: 
 Enhanced Military Cooperation: 

o These agreements enhance the ability of India and the US to 
conduct joint military exercises, naval patrols, and 
humanitarian assistance operations. 

o They will provide a framework for better operational 
synchronization and allow for real-time intelligence sharing 
and rapid deployment in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 Strengthening Indo-Pacific Strategy: 
o The Indo-Pacific has become a central focus of US-India 

relations, particularly in the context of countering China's 
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growing influence. 
o These agreements are seen as steps to bolster the "Quad" 

framework (comprising the US, India, Japan, and Australia), 
aiming to ensure a free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific. 

 Operational and Strategic Synergy: 
o The presence of Indian liaison officers in US Commands will 

facilitate the exchange of expertise, enhance mutual trust, and 
enable both countries to work closely on regional and global 
security challenges. 

o This synergy is crucial in counterterrorism, maritime security, 
cyber defence, and counter-proliferation efforts. 

3. Implications for Regional Security and Bilateral Relations: 
 Balancing China’s Assertiveness: 

o The agreements signal a strong message to China regarding 
the strategic alignment between the US and India, potentially 
acting as a deterrent to Chinese aggression in the region. 

 Boosting India’s Defence Capabilities: 
o Enhanced access to US military technology, intelligence, and 

strategic platforms will strengthen India's defence posture, 
particularly in maritime and aerial domains. 

 Improved Defence Industry Collaboration: 
o These agreements pave the way for greater collaboration in 

defence research, development, and procurement, further 
strengthening defence industrial ties between the two nations. 

Conclusion  The two new US-India agreements—SOSA and the Memorandum of 
Agreement on the Assignment of Liaison Officers—represent a 
significant milestone in the evolving strategic partnership between the 
two democracies. These agreements not only enhance operational 
interoperability and military-to-military cooperation but also serve 
broader strategic objectives in the Indo-Pacific region. As both nations 
continue to deepen their defence ties, these agreements will be 
instrumental in shaping a more secure, stable, and prosperous Indo-
Pacific order, reaffirming the mutual commitment to a rules-based 
international system. 
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Q.14) Critically analyze India's role and potential in brokering a ceasefire between 
Russia and Ukraine in the context of the ongoing war. Discuss the challenges and 
opportunities for India in undertaking such an initiative. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/%E2%80%8Bwar-and-peace-on-india-and-a-
russia-ukraine-peace-initiative/article68577274.ece 
Topic-Ukraine -Russia Conflict 

Introduction The ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine has drawn global 
attention, with various countries and international organizations 
attempting to mediate and bring about peace. Amidst this, there have 
been discussions about India's potential role as a mediator. While 
India has maintained a balanced stance, advocating for dialogue and 
diplomacy, its ability to broker a ceasefire is limited due to several 
geopolitical and strategic constraints. This essay explores the 
challenges and opportunities for India in playing a mediating role in 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

Body  India's Current Diplomatic Stance: Neutrality and Strategic 
Autonomy 

 Geopolitical Constraints and Strategic Interests 
 Lack of Leverage Over Warring Parties 
 Opportunities for India in Promoting Multilateral Diplomacy 
 Challenges to India's Non-Aligned Approach 

Conclusion While India's strategic autonomy and balanced foreign policy position 
it as a potential mediator in international conflicts, the Russia-Ukraine 
war presents unique challenges that limit India's effectiveness in 
brokering a ceasefire. Given its lack of leverage over the warring 
parties and the complex geopolitical dynamics at play, India is not 
well-placed to mediate directly. However, India can still contribute 
meaningfully through multilateral platforms and diplomatic efforts 
that align with its broader foreign policy goals of peace and stability. 
The path forward for India lies in supporting a global framework for 
peace while safeguarding its strategic interests. 

 

UPSC Syllabus International Conflicts- Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: ‘Virus of Conflict is affecting the functioning of the SCO’. In 
the light of the above statement point out the role of India in 
mitigating the problems. [10 Marks] [2023] 
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Introduction The ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine has drawn global 
attention, with various countries and international organizations 
attempting to mediate and bring about peace. Amidst this, there have 
been discussions about India's potential role as a mediator. While 
India has maintained a balanced stance, advocating for dialogue and 
diplomacy, its ability to broker a ceasefire is limited due to several 
geopolitical and strategic constraints. This essay explores the 
challenges and opportunities for India in playing a mediating role in 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

Body India's Current Diplomatic Stance: Neutrality and Strategic 
Autonomy 

 India has adopted a neutral stance in the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, balancing its relations with both Russia and Western 
countries.  

 This policy of strategic autonomy allows India to safeguard its 
national interests, especially in terms of defense cooperation 
with Russia and strategic partnerships with the U.S. and EU. 

 However, India's neutrality is also seen as a lack of 
assertiveness in condemning Russia's actions, which 
complicates its position as a credible mediator in the eyes of 
Ukraine and the Western bloc. 

Geopolitical Constraints and Strategic Interests 
 India's long-standing defense and energy ties with Russia 

create a complex web of interdependencies.  
 Russia remains a key supplier of defense equipment and 

energy resources to India, making it challenging for India to 
take a firm stand against Russia. 

 On the other hand, India’s growing relations with the U.S., 
EU, and other Western powers compel it to be cautious in 
navigating the conflict.  

 Any mediation effort must balance these relationships without 
jeopardizing its strategic interests. 

Lack of Leverage Over Warring Parties 
 Unlike Turkey or China, India lacks substantial leverage over 

either Russia or Ukraine to push them towards a ceasefire.  
 Countries with direct stakes in the conflict or substantial 

economic and military influence over the warring parties are 
better positioned to broker peace. 

 Moreover, Russia's insistence on achieving its strategic 
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objectives and Ukraine's determination to regain occupied 
territories further diminish the prospects of successful 
mediation by a third party like India. 

Opportunities for India in Promoting Multilateral Diplomacy 
 Despite the challenges, India can still play a constructive role 

in fostering multilateral dialogues through platforms like the 
G20, BRICS, or the UN.  

 It can push for humanitarian efforts, ceasefire negotiations, 
and peace talks without directly positioning itself as a 
mediator. 

 By advocating for international norms, humanitarian laws, and 
the sovereignty of states, India can reinforce its image as a 
responsible global player. 

Challenges to India's Non-Aligned Approach 
 India's non-aligned and balanced approach is under scrutiny in 

a world increasingly polarized between the West and a Russia-
China axis.  

 Pressure from Western nations and blocs to align more closely 
with their stance against Russia poses a significant challenge 
to India's foreign policy of maintaining strategic autonomy. 

 This tightrope walk of balancing relations is becoming more 
difficult, especially as the conflict prolongs and global 
pressures mount for nations to take clearer stances. 

Conclusion  While India's strategic autonomy and balanced foreign policy position 
it as a potential mediator in international conflicts, the Russia-Ukraine 
war presents unique challenges that limit India's effectiveness in 
brokering a ceasefire. Given its lack of leverage over the warring 
parties and the complex geopolitical dynamics at play, India is not 
well-placed to mediate directly. However, India can still contribute 
meaningfully through multilateral platforms and diplomatic efforts 
that align with its broader foreign policy goals of peace and stability. 
The path forward for India lies in supporting a global framework for 
peace while safeguarding its strategic interests. 
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Environment and Ecology 
 
Q.15) Discuss the significance of the M.K. Ranjitsinh case in the context of just transition 

litigation and its potential impact on climate action and biodiversity protection. 
Also, elaborate on the historical evolution of the concept of 'Just Transition' and 
its relevance in the current environmental scenario. (15 Marks 250 words) 

Topic- Climate action and biodiversity protection 

Introduction In April 2024, the Supreme Court of India's recognition of a human 
right against the adverse impacts of climate change in the M.K. 
Ranjitsinh and Others vs Union of India case has sparked mixed 
emotions. The case primarily revolves around the protection of the 
Great Indian Bustard in energy projects and its implications for 
equitable and inclusive climate action. This recognition presents an 
opportune moment for the Court to frame the issue using the concept 
of just transition, thereby expanding its conceptual boundaries and 
addressing concerns related to climate action and biodiversity 
protection. 

Body  History of the concept of 'Just Transition 
 Concerns with the M.K. Ranjitsinh case 
 Judiciary's approach on environmental issues over the years 
 Courts should take a forward step towards Just Transition 

Litigation Concept 
 Way Forward: A beacon for the future 

Conclusion The M.K. Ranjitsinh case presents a pivotal moment for the Indian 
judiciary to embrace the concept of just transition, ensuring equitable 
and inclusive climate action while addressing concerns related to 
biodiversity protection. By expanding the conceptual boundaries of 
just transition and recognizing the rights of the non-human 
environment, the Court can set a precedent for future climate litigation 
and contribute to a more balanced and sustainable approach to 
environmental protection and decarbonization efforts 

 

UPSC Syllabus Climate action and biodiversity protection 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. How does biodiversity vary in India? How is the Biological 
Diversity Act, 2002 helpful in the conservation of flora and fauna? 
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(UPSC 2018) 

Introduction In April 2024, the Supreme Court of India's recognition of a human 
right against the adverse impacts of climate change in the M.K. 
Ranjitsinh and Others vs Union of India case has sparked mixed 
emotions. The case primarily revolves around the protection of the 
Great Indian Bustard in energy projects and its implications for 
equitable and inclusive climate action. This recognition presents an 
opportune moment for the Court to frame the issue using the concept 
of just transition, thereby expanding its conceptual boundaries and 
addressing concerns related to climate action and biodiversity 
protection. 

Body History of the concept of 'Just Transition' : 
 The concept of 'Just Transition' emerged in the 1970s as a 

response to protect workers whose jobs were threatened by 
increasing environmental regulations, particularly in carbon-
intensive economies. 

 It gained international recognition when it was included in the 
Paris Agreement in 2015. The concept emphasizes the 
inclusion of vulnerable sections, such as indigenous 
communities, women, children, and minorities, who are at a 
higher risk of being adversely affected by decarbonization. 

 However, it has been criticized for excluding the non-human 
environment, despite its vulnerability to climate change. 

Concerns with the M.K. Ranjitsinh case: 
 The core issue in the M.K. Ranjitsinh case is the protection of 

the Great Indian Bustard from the adverse impacts of solar and 
wind energy projects. 

 This presents an opportunity for the Court to frame the issue 
using just transition, ensuring equitable and inclusive climate 
action. 

 The case raises concerns about the equitable prioritization of 
decarbonization and biodiversity protection, presenting 
biodiversity conservation as a smaller public interest 
compared to the larger public interest of decarbonizing the 
economy. 

 This highlights the need for a more balanced approach that 
does not prioritize one at the cost of the other. 

Judiciary's approach on environmental issues over the years: 
 Various courts have labeled decarbonization as the larger 

public benefit, while the affected plaintiff's interest is 
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considered the smaller public benefit. 
 Framing environmental issues within the concept of just 

transition can preclude such inequitable and exclusionary 
climate action, allowing courts to strengthen decarbonization 
efforts while protecting the interests of affected communities 
and entities. 

 It also ensures that the burdens of decarbonization are not 
disproportionately distributed. 

Courts should take a forward step towards Just Transition 
Litigation Concept: 

 The Court can take a holistic approach by treating the 
protection of the Great Indian Bustard as a guiding factor, 
avoiding an adversarial stance to decarbonization and paving 
the way for equitable and inclusive climate action. 

 This approach will not translate into decommissioning 
renewable energy projects but will ensure responsible and 
informed operation of such projects. Furthermore, the 
expansion of the concept of just transition to include the non-
human environment can introduce a new category of climate 
litigation, focusing on just climate action and the rights of 
nature. 

Way Forward: A beacon for the future: 
 With an increasing number of countries moving towards net-

zero, just transition litigation is set to rise. Introducing the 
concept of just transition in India through the M.K. Ranjitsinh 
case will pave the way for equitable climate action, whether 
through law or litigation. 

 This is crucial, especially in the context of ongoing disputes 
related to renewable energy projects in India, emphasizing the 
need for equitable sharing of burdens and benefits arising from 
decarbonization. 

Conclusion  The M.K. Ranjitsinh case presents a pivotal moment for the Indian 
judiciary to embrace the concept of just transition, ensuring equitable 
and inclusive climate action while addressing concerns related to 
biodiversity protection. By expanding the conceptual boundaries of 
just transition and recognizing the rights of the non-human 
environment, the Court can set a precedent for future climate litigation 
and contribute to a more balanced and sustainable approach to 
environmental protection and decarbonization efforts. 
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Q.16) Discuss the importance of establishing a carbon market as a strategy to address 
climate change. How can a carbon market balance the twin objectives of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and transitioning away from excessive dependence on 
fossil fuels?(250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/establishing-a-carbon-market/article68577126.ece 
Topic- Carbon market 

Introduction Climate change poses a significant challenge globally, necessitating a 
shift away from the heavy reliance on fossil fuels towards more 
sustainable energy options. While equity concerns—such as ensuring 
that developing nations are not disproportionately burdened—remain 
crucial, the focus is increasingly on finding viable mechanisms to 
facilitate this energy transition. One such mechanism is the 
establishment of a carbon market, which incentivizes emissions 
reductions and promotes cleaner energy sources. This essay examines 
the role of carbon markets in addressing climate change and balancing 
the dual objectives of emissions reduction and reducing fossil fuel 
dependency. 

Body  Carbon Markets: An Overview 
 Incentivizing Emission Reductions Through Market 

Mechanisms 
 Facilitating the Transition Away from Fossil Fuels 
 Addressing Equity Concerns in Carbon Market 

Implementation 
 Challenges and Opportunities in Establishing Carbon Markets 

Globally 

Conclusion Establishing a carbon market is a promising strategy to tackle climate 
change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and facilitating a shift 
away from fossil fuels. While there are challenges, including concerns 
about equity and market manipulation, the benefits of carbon pricing, 
including driving technological innovation and encouraging global 
cooperation, cannot be overstated. To be truly effective, carbon 
markets must be part of a broader climate strategy that includes 
regulatory measures, international collaboration, and investments in 
renewable energy and energy efficiency. By balancing these elements, 
carbon markets can significantly contribute to a sustainable and low-
carbon future. 
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UPSC Syllabus Climate Change- Carbon Market 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Should the pursuit of carbon credits and clean development 
mechanisms set up under UNFCCC be maintained even though 
there has been a massive slide in the value of a carbon credit? 
Discuss with respect to India’s energy needs for economic growth. 
[200 Words] [2014] 

Introduction Climate change poses a significant challenge globally, necessitating a 
shift away from the heavy reliance on fossil fuels towards more 
sustainable energy options. While equity concerns—such as ensuring 
that developing nations are not disproportionately burdened—remain 
crucial, the focus is increasingly on finding viable mechanisms to 
facilitate this energy transition. One such mechanism is the 
establishment of a carbon market, which incentivizes emissions 
reductions and promotes cleaner energy sources. This essay examines 
the role of carbon markets in addressing climate change and balancing 
the dual objectives of emissions reduction and reducing fossil fuel 
dependency. 

Body Carbon Markets: An Overview 
 A carbon market is a trading system where countries or 

companies can buy or sell units of greenhouse gas emissions.  
 These units, often referred to as carbon credits, represent a 

reduction in emissions, allowing entities that exceed their 
emissions caps to purchase credits from those that emit less. 

 There are two primary types of carbon markets: compliance 
markets, which are legally mandated, and voluntary markets, 
which are not.  

 Both aim to put a price on carbon, incentivizing entities to 
reduce their emissions to avoid financial penalties. 

Incentivizing Emission Reductions Through Market Mechanisms 
 By creating a financial cost for emitting carbon, carbon 

markets encourage industries and companies to adopt cleaner 
technologies and more efficient processes.  

 This mechanism aligns economic incentives with 
environmental goals, fostering innovation in energy efficiency 
and renewable energy. 

 For example, the European Union Emissions Trading System 
(EU ETS), the world's largest carbon market, has successfully 
reduced emissions in sectors like power generation and 
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industry by creating a strong economic incentive to cut carbon 
output. 

Facilitating the Transition Away from Fossil Fuels 
 Carbon markets can play a crucial role in the transition from 

fossil fuels to renewable energy sources.  
 By increasing the cost of carbon emissions, these markets 

make investments in renewable energy sources such as solar, 
wind, and hydro more attractive. 

 Over time, as carbon prices rise, fossil fuel-based power 
becomes less economically viable compared to renewables, 
leading to a gradual shift in energy production and 
consumption patterns. 

Addressing Equity Concerns in Carbon Market Implementation 
 One of the major concerns with carbon markets is the potential 

inequity between developed and developing countries.  
 While developed nations have historically contributed more to 

greenhouse gas emissions, developing nations are often more 
vulnerable to climate impacts and may have less capacity to 
adapt. 

 To address these concerns, carbon markets can incorporate 
mechanisms like carbon offsets, which allow investments in 
emissions-reducing projects in developing countries.  

 This approach not only reduces global emissions but also 
supports sustainable development in less affluent regions. 

Challenges and Opportunities in Establishing Carbon Markets 
Globally 

 The effectiveness of carbon markets is contingent on their 
design and implementation.  

 Challenges include ensuring adequate coverage of sectors, 
preventing market manipulation, and setting a meaningful 
carbon price that drives significant emission reductions. 

 Despite these challenges, the potential benefits are substantial.  
 A well-designed carbon market can provide a flexible, market-

driven approach to reducing emissions, driving technological 
innovation, and fostering international cooperation on climate 
action. 

Conclusion  Establishing a carbon market is a promising strategy to tackle climate 
change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and facilitating a shift 
away from fossil fuels. While there are challenges, including concerns 



 

Call: 9392957733    KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy - ( 47 )  
 

about equity and market manipulation, the benefits of carbon pricing, 
including driving technological innovation and encouraging global 
cooperation, cannot be overstated. To be truly effective, carbon 
markets must be part of a broader climate strategy that includes 
regulatory measures, international collaboration, and investments in 
renewable energy and energy efficiency. By balancing these elements, 
carbon markets can significantly contribute to a sustainable and low-
carbon future. 

 
Q.17) India has made remarkable progress in its clean energy transition. Discuss the 

government's energy priorities and the initiatives undertaken to achieve a 
sustainable power sector. Also, analyze the challenges encountered in 
decarbonizing the power sector and the proposed approaches to address them. (15 
marks 250 words) 

Topic- Sustainable Power Sector 

Introduction In recent years, India has made significant strides in its commitment 
to clean energy transition, as evidenced by the measures announced 
in the budget speech. These measures include the development of 
policies on pumped hydro storage, energy transition pathways to 
support nuclear energy, and energy efficiency. The government's 
energy priorities have been focused on energy security and the clean 
energy transition, with notable achievements such as the Saubhagya 
Scheme, a substantial increase in installed renewable energy 
capacity, and a significant reduction in discoms losses. However, 
challenges persist in decarbonizing the power sector, particularly in 
meeting the growing electricity demand, addressing climate change-
induced weather extremes, and ensuring the availability of energy.  

Body  Government Energy Priorities 
 Challenges in Decarbonising the Power Sector 
 Approaches to Address the Challenges of the Power Sector 

Conclusion Challenges and opportunities in India's clean energy transition 
require a concerted effort from the government, discoms, and other 
stakeholders. By overcoming these challenges and embracing 
innovative solutions, India can achieve a cleaner, flexible, and 
resilient power grid, contributing to sustainable economic growth 
and job creation in the clean energy sectors. It is imperative for the 
government to continue its commitment to cleaner targets and invest 
in the necessary infrastructure to support the country's energy 
transition. 
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UPSC Syllabus Renewable Energy  

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: “Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy is 
the sine qua non to achieve Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)”. Comment on the progress made in India in this regard. 
(UPSC 2018) 

Introduction In recent years, India has made significant strides in its commitment 
to clean energy transition, as evidenced by the measures announced 
in the budget speech. These measures include the development of 
policies on pumped hydro storage, energy transition pathways to 
support nuclear energy, and energy efficiency. The government's 
energy priorities have been focused on energy security and the clean 
energy transition, with notable achievements such as the Saubhagya 
Scheme, a substantial increase in installed renewable energy 
capacity, and a significant reduction in discoms losses. However, 
challenges persist in decarbonizing the power sector, particularly in 
meeting the growing electricity demand, addressing climate change-
induced weather extremes, and ensuring the availability of energy.  

Body Government Energy Priorities 
 India has demonstrated a strong commitment to its clean 

energy transition through various initiatives. The Saubhagya 
Scheme, aimed at near-universal electrification, has led to 
approximately 97% of households being electrified in 2020. 

 Additionally, the country has witnessed a five-fold increase 
in installed renewable energy capacity, positioning India as 
the fourth-largest country globally by renewable energy 
capacity. 

 Furthermore, there has been a significant reduction in 
discoms losses, reaching an all-time low of about 15% in 
2022-23, indicating a strengthening base in the Indian power 
sector. 

Challenges in Decarbonising the Power Sector 
 Despite the progress made, challenges persist in 

decarbonizing the power sector. The annual electricity 
demand has been growing by 7-9% every year since the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with the peak demand rising even 
faster. 

 Climate change-induced weather extremes further exacerbate 
these challenges, leading to power outages and difficulties in 
meeting unplanned surges through affordable options and 
existing network capacity. 
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Approaches to Address the Challenges of the Power Sector 

 To address the challenges in the power sector, several 
approaches have been proposed. These include: 

 Targets Approach : The government is urged to raise targets 
for renewable energy and storage systems to go beyond 500 
GW in 2030, aiming to scale up storage solutions and support 
cost-competitive, faster-to-build demand. 

 Diversified Approach: Faster deployment of diverse clean 
energy resources, tapping into the renewable energy potential 
in more states, and ensuring faster grid connectivity and 
access to suitable, conflict-free land for the timely 
commissioning of projects. 

 Adapting Global Ideas: India is encouraged to deploy clean 
resources at speed and scale, drawing inspiration from the 
rapid deployment of solar and wind capacity in China and the 
European Union. 

 Improving the Availability of Energy: Efforts are needed 
to enhance power procurement through stronger bilateral 
agreements and innovative bid designs to attract renewable 
energy developers to sell power in the exchange. 

 Coal Maintenance and Utilization: State regulators are 
urged to revise norms to enable timely upkeep of the coal fleet 
and compensate for investments to make select coal plants 
flexible. 

 Fast-Track Digitalization: Smart meters are proposed to 
enable discoms to forecast power demand accurately, plan 
networks better, and integrate renewables cost-effectively. 

Conclusion  In conclusion, the challenges and opportunities in India's clean 
energy transition require a concerted effort from the government, 
discoms, and other stakeholders. By overcoming these challenges 
and embracing innovative solutions, India can achieve a cleaner, 
flexible, and resilient power grid, contributing to sustainable 
economic growth and job creation in the clean energy sectors. It is 
imperative for the government to continue its commitment to cleaner 
targets and invest in the necessary infrastructure to support the 
country's energy transition. 
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Economy 
 
Q.18) Discuss the key aspects and challenges related to the Income Tax Act (1961) in 

India. Also, propose reforms to make the income tax system more effective and 
efficient. (15 marks 250 words) 

Topic- Taxation System 

Introduction The Income Tax Act of 1961 is a crucial legislation governing the 
taxation of income in India. It impacts individuals, businesses, 
corporations, and other entities, and has been a subject of debate due 
to its complexity and the burden it places on taxpayers. The 
government has expressed its intention to review the Act, aiming to 
address contentious sections and simplify the tax structure. 

Body  Key Aspects of the Income Tax Act (1961) 
 Effective and Efficient Income Tax System in India 
 Challenges to Reform and Conclusion 
 Challenges to Reform 

Conclusion While income tax reforms have the potential to significantly improve 
India’s income tax system, they are not without challenges. Political 
will is crucial, as tax reforms can be unpopular among certain 
segments of the population. Additionally, the transition to a new 
system must be managed carefully to avoid disruptions. Reforming 
India’s income tax law requires a holistic approach. By simplifying 
provisions, rationalizing rates, embracing technology, and promoting 
fairness, a tax system that benefits all stakeholders can be created. 
Balancing revenue needs, fairness, and economic growth remains a 
delicate task, and understanding obligations and rights within this 
framework is essential for taxpayers. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Taxation system 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Enumerate the indirect taxes which have been subsumed in the 
goods and services tax (GST) in India. Also, comment on the revenue 
implications of the GST introduced in India since July 2017. (UPSC 
2019) 

Introduction The Income Tax Act of 1961 is a crucial legislation governing the 
taxation of income in India. It impacts individuals, businesses, 
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corporations, and other entities, and has been a subject of debate due 
to its complexity and the burden it places on taxpayers. The 
government has expressed its intention to review the Act, aiming to 
address contentious sections and simplify the tax structure. 

Body Key Aspects of the Income Tax Act (1961) 
 Rising Share of Personal Income Tax over Corporate Tax: 

The share of corporate tax in gross tax revenue has been 
decreasing, while personal income tax’s share has been 
increasing. As of February 2024, income tax formed 28% of 
the gross tax revenue—a new peak.The decline in corporate 
tax collections after FY19 can be attributed to significant 
corporate tax cuts introduced in September 2019. 

 Rising Share of Indirect Tax over Direct Taxes: The share 
of direct taxes has been decreasing, while that of indirect taxes, 
such as GST, has been increasing. This raises concerns when 
the burden disproportionately falls on the middle class. 

 Complexity and Ambiguity: The Income Tax Act, 1961, 
along with numerous amendments and circulars, creates a 
convoluted legal framework. Simplification and clarity are 
essential to ensure fair compliance and reduce disputes. 

 Tax Evasion and Black Money: Efforts to curb tax evasion 
remain critical. The government has taken steps like 
demonetization and promoting digital payments to bring 
unaccounted wealth into the formal economy. However, 
challenges persist, and addressing black money remains a 
priority. 

 Parallel Economy and Informal Sector: The informal sector 
poses challenges as many transactions occur outside the 
formal tax net. Encouraging formalization and widening the 
tax base are ongoing goals. 

 Capital Gains Tax and Investment Behavior: The treatment 
of capital gains tax affects investment decisions. Recent 
budget changes have impacted long-term capital gains tax on 
assets like stocks and real estate. 

 Reassessment Notices and Compliance: Tax officials are 
increasingly scrutinizing returns. The reassessment law aims 
to catch discrepancies and ensure compliance. However, 
taxpayers need clarity on the process to avoid undue stress. 

Effective and Efficient Income Tax System in India 
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 Simplification and Clarity: The complexity of the Income 
Tax Act can be overwhelming for taxpayers. Simplification is 
essential to enhance compliance and reduce disputes. 

 Redrafting Contentious Sections: The government should 
carefully review and redraft contentious sections of the 
Income Tax Act to address ambiguities and reduce the scope 
for disputes. 

 Rationalizing Tax Rates: Rationalizing tax rates can simplify 
compliance and encourage voluntary tax payments. Gradual 
reductions in tax rates for different income slabs could 
incentivize compliance. 

 Broadening the Tax Base: Reforms that encourage more 
individuals and businesses to enter the formal tax net are 
crucial. This could involve lowering the threshold for taxable 
income or incentivizing voluntary compliance through 
reduced penalties for past evasion. 

 Digital Transformation: Leveraging technology can 
revolutionize tax administration, including e-filing, digital 
payments, real-time data sharing, and dispute resolution 
mechanisms. 

 Progressive Taxation: Reforms that ensure a more 
progressive tax structure, where higher earners pay a 
proportionately higher tax, could enhance equity in the tax 
system. 

 Addressing Corporate Taxation: Aligning corporate tax 
rates with global standards while ensuring that large 
corporations pay their fair share is another important area. 

 Combating Tax Evasion: Strengthening measures against tax 
evasion through stricter enforcement and enhanced use of 
technology could help identify non-compliance and bring 
more individuals into the tax fold. 

 Encouraging Investment and Job Creation: Tax reforms 
should align with economic growth and job creation, including 
supporting startups and providing incentives tied to 
employment. 

Conclusion  While income tax reforms have the potential to significantly improve 
India’s income tax system, they are not without challenges. Political 
will is crucial, as tax reforms can be unpopular among certain 
segments of the population.Additionally, the transition to a new 
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system must be managed carefully to avoid disruptions.Reforming 
India’s income tax law requires a holistic approach. By simplifying 
provisions, rationalizing rates, embracing technology, and promoting 
fairness, a tax system that benefits all stakeholders can be 
created.Balancing revenue needs, fairness, and economic growth 
remains a delicate task, and understanding obligations and rights 
within this framework is essential for taxpayers. 
 

 
Q.19) India's aspiration to become a $30-trillion economy by 2047 is often discussed, 

with a focus on pursuing rapid economic growth through liberal economic policies 
that harness the potential of the private sector. However, the issue of inequality 
remains a topic of debate in India's journey towards growth. In light of this, 
discuss the potential of India's working-age population, key data points on Indian 
economic growth, and the necessary steps to boost India's economic growth." (15 
Marks, 250 Words) 

Topic- Indian Economy and GDP growth 

Introduction With India's current 7%-plus GDP growth rate and its status as the 
fastest-growing large economy globally, there is a widespread belief 
that the 21st century will be "India's century." The aspiration for India 
to become a $30-trillion economy by 2047 is often discussed, with a 
focus on pursuing rapid economic growth through liberal economic 
policies that harness the potential of the private sector. However, the 
issue of inequality remains a topic of debate in India's journey towards 
growth. 

Body  Potential of India's Working-Age Population 
 Key Data Points on Indian Economic Growth 
 Female Labor Force Participation Rate 
 Unlocking the Potential of the Indian Economy to Boost 

Growth 
 Necessary Steps to Boost India's Economic Growth 

Conclusion To achieve the goal of becoming a $30-trillion economy by 2047, 
India must leverage the strengths of the private sector and its penchant 
for reforms to focus on low-skilled manufacturing. Inter-state 
migration, urbanization, and a decline in agriculture's share of total 
employment will be crucial indicators of progress towards this 
ambitious goal. 
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UPSC Syllabus Indian Economy, Growth & Development 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Why was this question asked? Q. Define potential GDP and 
explain its determinants. What are the factors that have been inhibiting 
India from realizing its potential GDP? (2020) 
 

Introduction With India's current 7%-plus GDP growth rate and its status as the 
fastest-growing large economy globally, there is a widespread belief 
that the 21st century will be "India's century." The aspiration for India 
to become a $30-trillion economy by 2047 is often discussed, with a 
focus on pursuing rapid economic growth through liberal economic 
policies that harness the potential of the private sector. However, the 
issue of inequality remains a topic of debate in India's journey towards 
growth. 

Body Potential of India's Working-Age Population 
 Standard of Living: Economic growth is a crucial tool for 

poverty alleviation and improving living standards. 
 Poverty Alleviation: India's poverty rate fell from 

approximately 50% to around 20% between 1991 and 2011, 
pulling 35 crore people out of abject poverty, following the 
year of liberalization in 1991. 

 Inequality: More Indians, especially at the bottom of the 
pyramid, are better off than ever before. 

Key Data Points on Indian Economic Growth 
 IT Growth: India's high-growth years of 2000-10 were led by 

an IT services boom that created an affluent middle-class 
during the economic reforms of the 1990s. 

 Agricultural Labor: Despite 46% of the labor force being in 
agriculture, it only contributes 18% to the GDP due to low 
productivity and under-employment. 

 Female Labor Force Participation Rate (FLFPR): Post-
COVID-19, the FLFPR was 26%, with several women 
returning to work as agricultural labor, compared to FLFPR in 
China, Vietnam, and Japan, which ranges between 60%-70%. 

Unlocking the Potential of the Indian Economy to Boost Growth 
 Export-Oriented Industrialization: Emphasizing low-

skilled, employment-intensive manufacturing with a strong 
focus on exports, similar to the approach taken by "Asian 
Tigers" like South Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and Vietnam. 
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 Openness of Economy: India's exports as a percentage of 
GDP grew from 7% in 1990 to 25% in 2013, highlighting the 
importance of an open economy for growth. 

 Augmenting Supply Chains: India is capitalizing on the 
"China+1" moment to attract global manufacturers and their 
supply chains to further augment its exports. 

Necessary Steps to Boost India's Economic Growth 
 Low-Tech Manufacturing: Leveraging surplus labor to grow 

in low-end sectors, while also focusing on the value chain in 
manufacturing. 

 Ecosystem Boost: Building a foundation of low-tech 
manufacturing ecosystems to support the industrial sector. 

 Balancing Employer-Employee Interest: Prioritizing a 
balance between employer and employee interests to avoid 
erasure of manufacturing jobs. 

 Minimum Government, Maximum Governance: 
Emphasizing a market-led economy that allows private 
enterprise to thrive. 

Conclusion  To achieve the goal of becoming a $30-trillion economy by 2047, 
India must leverage the strengths of the private sector and its penchant 
for reforms to focus on low-skilled manufacturing. Inter-state 
migration, urbanization, and a decline in agriculture's share of total 
employment will be crucial indicators of progress towards this 
ambitious goal. 

 
Q.20) Discuss the key findings and methodological issues highlighted in the National 

Sample Survey Office's Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) 
report for 2022-23. What are the implications of the report's findings, and what 
recommendations can be made to address the identified issues? (15 marks 250 
words) 

Topic- Growth & Development 

Introduction The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) recently released the 
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) report for 
2022-23, providing valuable insights into the consumption patterns 
and poverty levels in both rural and urban areas. This report sheds 
light on the nutritional deficiencies and economic deprivation 
prevalent in certain segments of the population, along with 
methodological issues in defining poverty and measuring nutritional 
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requirements. 

Body  Report Key Findings 
 Methodological Issues Highlighted 
 Implications and Recommendations 

 

Conclusion NSSO HCES 2022-23 report highlights the pressing need to address 
nutritional deficiencies and economic deprivation among the poorest 
segments of the population. To align with Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) targets, expanding targeted nutritional schemes, 
subsidized food programs, and robust monitoring is essential to 
improve the overall well-being of the population. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Growth & Development 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. How far do you agree with the view that the focus on the lack of 
availability of food as the main cause of hunger takes the attention 
away from ineffective human development policies in India? (2013) 

Introduction The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) recently released the 
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) report for 
2022-23, providing valuable insights into the consumption patterns 
and poverty levels in both rural and urban areas. This report sheds 
light on the nutritional deficiencies and economic deprivation 
prevalent in certain segments of the population, along with 
methodological issues in defining poverty and measuring nutritional 
requirements. 

Body Report Key Findings: 
 The NSSO report utilizes various definitions of poverty, 

including the poverty line (PL) anchored to calorie norms, and 
the Rangarajan Committee's approach considering broader 
normative levels, including non-food expenses. 

 It highlights that the average per capita calorie intake for the 
poorest segments falls significantly below the estimated per 
capita calorie requirements, indicating nutritional deficiencies. 

 Additionally, the report sets total monthly per capita 
consumption expenditure (MPCE) thresholds for rural and 
urban areas, identifying proportions of the population as 'poor' 
in each context. 
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Methodological Issues Highlighted: 
 The report raises concerns about the approach for measuring 

poverty, emphasizing the reliance on MPCE and its limitations 
in adequately addressing nutritional needs. 

 It also points out the challenges in caloric requirement 
calculation, highlighting the inadequacy of the Recommended 
Dietary Allowances (RDA) for Indians in accounting for 
regional and cultural differences. 

 Furthermore, the fractile class analysis and state-specific 
adjustments in the report's methodology are discussed, along 
with their limitations in capturing the full spectrum of 
economic well-being or deprivation. 

Implications and Recommendations: 
 The findings of the NSSO report reveal significant nutritional 

deficiencies among the poorest segments of the population, 
indicating the need for targeted interventions to address these 
issues. 

 To improve nutritional levels, the government should develop 
and expand schemes specifically aimed at improving the 
nutritional intake of the poorest households. 

 Additionally, increasing awareness about nutrition and healthy 
eating practices, enhancing access to subsidized food 
programs, and establishing robust mechanisms for monitoring 
and evaluating the effectiveness of nutritional interventions 
are essential steps to address the identified issues. 

Conclusion  NSSO HCES 2022-23 report highlights the pressing need to address 
nutritional deficiencies and economic deprivation among the poorest 
segments of the population.To align with Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) targets, expanding targeted nutritional schemes, 
subsidized food programs, and robust monitoring is essential to 
improve the overall well-being of the population. 

 
Q.21) Discuss the significance of the e-rupee and the reasons behind the interest of 

leading fintech companies in joining the RBI's digital rupee project. (15 Marks 
250 Words) 

Topic- Banking sector 

Introduction The e-rupee, also known as the digital rupee, has garnered significant 
attention from leading fintech companies such as Google Pay, 
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PhonePe, Amazon Pay, Cred, and Mobikwik. These companies are 
exploring the integration of the e-rupee, issued by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), into their platforms to expand their functionalities 
beyond traditional bank-linked payment transactions. 

Body  What is E-Rupee? 
 Differences Between E-Rupee and Banknotes 
 Launch and Purpose of the Digital Rupee 
 E-Rupee's Performance 
 Why Fintech Companies Are Joining the E-Rupee Project 

Conclusion The collaboration between major fintech companies and the RBI’s e-
rupee project represents a crucial step toward broadening the digital 
currency's use and acceptance. As the digital rupee continues its pilot 
phase, its integration into widely-used platforms could play a key role 
in shaping the future of digital transactions in India. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Banking sector 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. What is Cryptocurrency? How does it affect global society? Has it 
been affecting Indian society also? (UPSC 2021) 

Introduction The e-rupee, also known as the digital rupee, has garnered significant 
attention from leading fintech companies such as Google Pay, 
PhonePe, Amazon Pay, Cred, and Mobikwik. These companies are 
exploring the integration of the e-rupee, issued by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), into their platforms to expand their functionalities 
beyond traditional bank-linked payment transactions. 

Body What is E-Rupee? 
 The e-rupee is a digital currency issued by the Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI) and operates entirely within a computer 
network. 

 It functions as legal tender, similar to physical banknotes, but 
is exclusively used for online transactions. 

Differences Between E-Rupee and Banknotes: 
 The e-rupee is a legal tender issued by the central bank but 

differs from traditional bank deposits. 
 Unlike deposits that accrue interest, the digital rupee does not 

earn interest from the central bank. 
 However, users can convert their bank deposits into e-rupees 
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and vice versa for convenience. 
Launch and Purpose of the Digital Rupee: 

 The digital rupee was launched in December 2022 on a pilot 
basis and initially made available through selected public and 
private banks in major cities. 

 It supports both person-to-person and person-to-merchant 
transactions. 

 The digital rupee was introduced as an alternative to 
cryptocurrencies, aiming to enhance transaction transparency 
and reduce the costs associated with traditional fiat currency. 

E-Rupee's Performance: 
 Following its launch, the e-rupee saw an increase in adoption, 

with transactions peaking at over 1 million per day late last 
year. 

 However, usage has since decreased, with current daily 
transactions ranging between 100,000 and 200,000. 

Why Fintech Companies Are Joining the E-Rupee Project: 
 With Google Pay, PhonePe, Amazon Pay, MobiKwik, and 

Cred handling over 85% of digital UPI payments in India, their 
involvement in the e-rupee project could significantly boost 
the currency's adoption. 

 The RBI hopes that integrating the digital rupee into popular 
fintech platforms will encourage wider use. Despite these 
efforts, the RBI is not planning a full-scale launch soon; the 
digital rupee will remain in the pilot phase for the next few 
years. 

Conclusion  The collaboration between major fintech companies and the RBI’s e-
rupee project represents a crucial step toward broadening the digital 
currency's use and acceptance. As the digital rupee continues its pilot 
phase, its integration into widely-used platforms could play a key role 
in shaping the future of digital transactions in India. 
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Q.22) Discuss the factors contributing to the high unemployment rates among youth 
globally, as highlighted by the International Labour Organization (ILO) report. 
Analyze the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the employment opportunities 
for women and minorities. Suggest measures that can be taken to address these 
challenges. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Unemployment 

Introduction The International Labour Organization (ILO) report highlights the 
persistent challenge of youth unemployment, exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite global efforts toward economic 
recovery, the pandemic's impact has been uneven, with youth, women, 
and minorities bearing the brunt of the economic downturn. 
Understanding the factors contributing to this issue is crucial for 
devising effective policies to foster inclusive and sustainable 
employment growth. 

Body  Factors Contributing to High Youth Unemployment 
 Impact of COVID-19 on Women and Minorities 
 Measures to Address Youth Unemployment and Inequality 

Conclusion The ILO report underscores the critical need to address the challenges 
of youth unemployment, particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The pandemic has not only highlighted existing 
vulnerabilities in the labor market but also exacerbated inequalities 
faced by women and minorities. To foster a more inclusive recovery, 
it is imperative to implement policies that address skill gaps, support 
vulnerable populations, and promote sustainable economic growth. 
By doing so, we can ensure that the benefits of recovery are shared by 
all, paving the way for a more equitable future. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Unemployment 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: How globalization has led to the reduction of employment in the 
formal sector of the Indian economy? Is increased informalization 
detrimental to the development of the country? (2016) 

Introduction The International Labour Organization (ILO) report highlights the 
persistent challenge of youth unemployment, exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite global efforts toward economic 
recovery, the pandemic's impact has been uneven, with youth, women, 
and minorities bearing the brunt of the economic downturn. 
Understanding the factors contributing to this issue is crucial for 
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devising effective policies to foster inclusive and sustainable 
employment growth. 

Body 1. Factors Contributing to High Youth Unemployment: 
 Skill Mismatch: A significant gap exists between the skills 

that young people possess and the demands of the labor 
market. This mismatch is often due to outdated educational 
systems that do not align with current industry needs. 

 Economic Instability: Global economic instability, 
exacerbated by the pandemic, has led to reduced job 
opportunities. Many businesses, particularly in sectors like 
tourism, retail, and hospitality, where youth employment is 
typically high, have scaled back operations or closed entirely. 

 Technological Disruption: The rise of automation and 
digitalization has displaced traditional jobs, particularly in 
sectors that employ a large number of young people. This shift 
requires new skills, which many youths do not yet possess. 

 Lack of Experience: Employers often prefer candidates with 
experience, creating a barrier for young people entering the 
job market for the first time. Internships and entry-level 
positions have also declined during the pandemic, further 
limiting opportunities for skill acquisition. 

2. Impact of COVID-19 on Women and Minorities: 
 Disproportionate Job Losses: Women and minorities have 

been disproportionately affected by job losses during the 
pandemic. Women, who are more likely to work in sectors like 
healthcare, education, and retail, faced higher unemployment 
rates. Many also took on increased caregiving responsibilities, 
limiting their ability to participate in the labor market. 

 Increased Informal Employment: The pandemic has pushed 
many women and minorities into informal employment, where 
job security and legal protections are minimal. This shift has 
made it even more challenging for these groups to secure 
stable, well-paying jobs. 

 Wage Disparities: Wage gaps have widened during the 
pandemic, with women and minorities earning less than their 
male and non-minority counterparts for similar work. This 
disparity has exacerbated economic inequalities, further 
entrenching poverty among vulnerable groups. 

3. Measures to Address Youth Unemployment and Inequality: 
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 Revamping Education Systems: Aligning educational 
curricula with market demands and incorporating vocational 
training and digital skills development can help bridge the skill 
gap. Partnerships between industries and educational 
institutions can ensure that training programs are relevant and 
effective. 

 Support for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs): 
Governments should provide financial and technical support 
to SMEs, which are significant employers of youth. 
Stimulating growth in these sectors can create more job 
opportunities for young people. 

 Inclusive Economic Policies: Policies aimed at promoting 
gender equality and minority inclusion in the workforce are 
essential. This includes enforcing anti-discrimination laws, 
providing childcare support, and ensuring equal pay for equal 
work. 

 Expanding Social Safety Nets: Strengthening social 
protection systems, including unemployment benefits and job 
retraining programs, can provide a safety net for those affected 
by job losses, especially in vulnerable groups. 

Conclusion  The ILO report underscores the critical need to address the challenges 
of youth unemployment, particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The pandemic has not only highlighted existing 
vulnerabilities in the labor market but also exacerbated inequalities 
faced by women and minorities. To foster a more inclusive recovery, 
it is imperative to implement policies that address skill gaps, support 
vulnerable populations, and promote sustainable economic growth. 
By doing so, we can ensure that the benefits of recovery are shared by 
all, paving the way for a more equitable future. 

 
Q.23) What are the reasons for the recent significant drop in the value of the Indian 

Rupee, particularly in relation to trends seen across other Asian currencies? 
Examine the consequences of this depreciation and evaluate the measures taken 
by the RBI to address its effects.(250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Depreciation 

Introduction The Indian Rupee's recent depreciation to a record closing low has 
raised significant economic concerns. This trend mirrors broader 
weaknesses seen across Asian foreign exchange markets and has 
necessitated interventions from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). This 
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essay delves into the causes of this depreciation, its broader 
implications, and evaluates the effectiveness of the RBI’s 
interventions. 

Body  Causes of Rupee Depreciation 
 Implications of Rupee Depreciation 
 RBI’s Interventions 

Conclusion The depreciation of the Indian Rupee is a multifaceted issue 
influenced by global and domestic factors. While it presents certain 
economic challenges, particularly in terms of inflation and foreign 
debt servicing, it also offers opportunities to enhance export 
competitiveness. The RBI's interventions, while necessary to stabilize 
the market, highlight the need for robust economic policies that 
address underlying vulnerabilities such as the current account deficit 
and economic recovery pace. Going forward, a balanced approach 
involving monetary, fiscal, and structural measures will be essential 
to stabilize the Rupee and foster sustainable economic growth. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Reserve Bank of India 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Craze for gold in Indians has led to a surge in import of gold in 
recent years and put pressure on balance of payments and external 
value of rupee. In view of this, examine the merits of the Gold 
Monetization Scheme.(2015) 

Introduction The Indian Rupee's recent depreciation to a record closing low has 
raised significant economic concerns. This trend mirrors broader 
weaknesses seen across Asian foreign exchange markets and has 
necessitated interventions from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). This 
essay delves into the causes of this depreciation, its broader 
implications, and evaluates the effectiveness of the RBI’s 
interventions. 

Body Causes of Rupee Depreciation: 
1. Strong US Dollar: The strengthening of the US dollar, driven 

by the Federal Reserve's interest rate hikes, has adversely 
impacted the Rupee along with other Asian currencies. Higher 
US rates attract investors seeking better returns, leading to 
capital outflows from emerging markets like India. 

2. Current Account Deficit: India's widening current account 
deficit, exacerbated by rising crude oil prices and increased 
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import bills, has put additional pressure on the Rupee. A larger 
deficit requires more foreign currency, increasing demand for 
dollars and weakening the Rupee. 

3. Economic Recovery Concerns: Post-pandemic, India's 
economic recovery has been uneven, affecting investor 
confidence and leading to reduced investment flows, further 
impacting the currency's strength. 

4. Regional Economic Instability: Broader regional 
instabilities, including economic problems in neighboring 
countries and geopolitical tensions, have also influenced 
investor perceptions and impacted currency markets. 

Implications of Rupee Depreciation: 
1. Inflationary Pressures: A weaker Rupee makes imports more 

expensive, particularly oil, which can lead to higher domestic 
inflation. This reduces purchasing power and could necessitate 
tighter monetary policy, slowing economic growth. 

2. External Debt Servicing: The depreciation affects the cost of 
servicing external debt. As the Rupee weakens, the repayment 
in terms of Rupees increases, straining government and 
corporate finances. 

3. Investment Flows: The volatility in the exchange rate can 
deter foreign investment. Investors tend to prefer stable 
economic conditions, and currency depreciation signals 
economic stress, making India less attractive. 

4. Competitiveness: On the positive side, a weaker Rupee can 
make Indian exports more competitive on the global market, 
potentially boosting sectors like IT services and textiles. 

RBI’s Interventions: 
1. Selling US Dollars: The RBI has intervened in the currency 

market by selling dollars to prevent a free fall of the Rupee. 
This helps increase the Rupee supply and stabilize its value. 

2. Monetary Policy Adjustments: Besides direct market 
intervention, the RBI has also tweaked monetary policy, 
potentially considering interest rate adjustments to manage 
economic implications of the Rupee’s movements. 

3. Forward Contracts: The central bank has used forward 
contracts to manage liquidity and assure investors of future 
currency stability, which helps in stabilizing the exchange 
rate. 

 Communication Strategy: RBI has also employed 
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communication tools to manage market expectations and 
signal its readiness to ensure currency market stability. 

Conclusion  The depreciation of the Indian Rupee is a multifaceted issue 
influenced by global and domestic factors. While it presents certain 
economic challenges, particularly in terms of inflation and foreign 
debt servicing, it also offers opportunities to enhance export 
competitiveness. The RBI's interventions, while necessary to stabilize 
the market, highlight the need for robust economic policies that 
address underlying vulnerabilities such as the current account deficit 
and economic recovery pace. Going forward, a balanced approach 
involving monetary, fiscal, and structural measures will be essential 
to stabilize the Rupee and foster sustainable economic growth. 
 

 
Q.24) Analyze the impact of shrinking exports on India's economy and discuss the 

importance of timely decisions on export support schemes to mitigate these effects. 
Suggest measures that can be taken to boost exports in the current global economic 
scenario. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Exports in Indian Economy 

Introduction India's export sector has been a significant contributor to its economic 
growth, providing employment, foreign exchange, and supporting 
various industries. However, recent trends indicate a decline in 
exports due to various global and domestic challenges. The shrinking 
of exports poses a serious threat to the economic stability of the 
country, making it imperative for policymakers to adopt timely and 
effective export support schemes. Addressing these challenges is 
crucial to safeguarding the economy against external shocks and 
maintaining a positive trade balance. 

Body  Impact of Shrinking Exports on India's Economy 
 Factors Contributing to Shrinking Exports 
 Importance of Timely Decisions on Export Support Schemes 
 Measures to Boost Exports 
 Examples and Case Studies 

Conclusion The shrinking of exports is a significant concern for the Indian 
economy, with far-reaching implications for growth, employment, 
and external stability. To address this, timely decisions on export 
support schemes are crucial. These decisions must be strategic, 
focusing on enhancing competitiveness, diversifying markets, and 
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improving infrastructure. With the right policies and support 
mechanisms, India can not only arrest the decline in exports but also 
position itself as a major global trading power in the long run. The 
current challenges, while daunting, also present an opportunity for 
India to reassess and reinvigorate its export strategy to achieve 
sustainable growth. 

  

UPSC Syllabus Exports in Indian Economy 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Account for the failure of manufacturing sector in achieving 
the goal of labour-intensive exports rather than capital-intensive 
exports. Suggest measures for more labour-intensive rather than 
capital-intensive exports. (2017) 

Introduction India's export sector has been a significant contributor to its economic 
growth, providing employment, foreign exchange, and supporting 
various industries. However, recent trends indicate a decline in 
exports due to various global and domestic challenges. The shrinking 
of exports poses a serious threat to the economic stability of the 
country, making it imperative for policymakers to adopt timely and 
effective export support schemes. Addressing these challenges is 
crucial to safeguarding the economy against external shocks and 
maintaining a positive trade balance. 

Body 1. Impact of Shrinking Exports on India's Economy: 
o Economic Growth: Exports have historically driven India's 

economic expansion. A decline in exports directly affects 
GDP growth, as it reduces the inflow of foreign exchange and 
dampens industrial output. 

o Employment: The export sector, particularly in industries like 
textiles, agriculture, and manufacturing, provides substantial 
employment opportunities. Shrinking exports can lead to job 
losses, exacerbating unemployment issues. 

o Trade Deficit: A continuous fall in exports can widen the 
trade deficit, putting pressure on the country's foreign 
exchange reserves and affecting the stability of the rupee. 

o Industrial Slowdown: Sectors dependent on exports may 
experience a slowdown, leading to underutilization of 
capacity, reduced investments, and potential layoffs. 

2. Factors Contributing to Shrinking Exports: 
 Global Economic Slowdown: The global economy has been 
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sluggish due to factors like geopolitical tensions, supply chain 
disruptions, and the lingering effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which have reduced demand for Indian goods 
abroad. 

 Rising Protectionism: Many countries are adopting 
protectionist measures, such as tariffs and non-tariff barriers, 
which make it difficult for Indian exporters to access key 
markets. 

 Domestic Challenges: High input costs, infrastructure 
bottlenecks, and regulatory hurdles add to the challenges faced 
by Indian exporters, reducing their competitiveness on the 
global stage. 

 Currency Fluctuations: Volatility in the exchange rate can 
impact the profitability of exports, as Indian goods become 
more expensive or cheaper depending on the strength of the 
rupee. 

3. Importance of Timely Decisions on Export Support Schemes: 
 Sustaining Export Growth: Timely and effective export 

support schemes can help mitigate the negative impacts of a 
global downturn by providing financial assistance, reducing 
costs, and enhancing market access for Indian exporters. 

 Enhancing Competitiveness: Support schemes that focus on 
innovation, quality improvement, and technological upgrades 
can enhance the global competitiveness of Indian goods. 

 Market Diversification: By promoting market 
diversification, these schemes can help reduce dependence on 
traditional markets and explore new regions with untapped 
potential. 

 Long-term Stability: Timely interventions can provide the 
necessary stability to the export sector, ensuring sustained 
growth even in adverse global economic conditions. 

4. Measures to Boost Exports: 
 Reforming Export Support Schemes: Revisiting existing 

schemes like the Merchandise Exports from India Scheme 
(MEIS) and the Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) 
scheme to make them more relevant to current challenges. 
Introducing new incentives for sectors with high export 
potential can also be beneficial. 

 Strengthening Infrastructure: Improving port 
infrastructure, reducing logistical costs, and streamlining 
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customs procedures can make Indian exports more 
competitive. 

 Enhancing Market Access: Engaging in trade negotiations to 
secure favorable terms for Indian exports and reducing tariff 
and non-tariff barriers in key markets. 

 Promoting Export-Oriented Manufacturing: Encouraging 
industries to focus on quality, innovation, and value addition 
to cater to the demands of the global market. 

 Leveraging Free Trade Agreements (FTAs): Utilizing 
existing FTAs and negotiating new ones to gain preferential 
access to large markets and reduce barriers for Indian goods. 

5. Examples and Case Studies: 
 Textile Sector: The introduction of the Production-Linked 

Incentive (PLI) scheme has provided a much-needed boost to 
the textile sector, which has been struggling due to 
competition from countries like Bangladesh and Vietnam. 

 Agricultural Exports: Timely government intervention in 
promoting organic and high-value agricultural exports has 
helped India maintain its position as a major exporter of 
spices, tea, and rice. 

Conclusion  The shrinking of exports is a significant concern for the Indian 
economy, with far-reaching implications for growth, employment, 
and external stability. To address this, timely decisions on export 
support schemes are crucial. These decisions must be strategic, 
focusing on enhancing competitiveness, diversifying markets, and 
improving infrastructure. With the right policies and support 
mechanisms, India can not only arrest the decline in exports but also 
position itself as a major global trading power in the long run. The 
current challenges, while daunting, also present an opportunity for 
India to reassess and reinvigorate its export strategy to achieve 
sustainable growth. 
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Q.25) The nationwide launch of the Unified Lending Interface (ULI) by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) is expected to revolutionize and transform the lending 
landscape in India. Discuss the potential impacts of ULI on the financial sector 
and the economy at large. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic-Unified Lending Interface of RBI 
Source: The Hindu 
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/explained-rbi-unified-
lending-interface-9533758/ 

Introduction The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been at the forefront of driving 
financial inclusion and innovation in India's banking sector. The 
nationwide launch of the Unified Lending Interface (ULI) marks a 
significant milestone in this journey. ULI is envisioned as a 
transformative platform that will streamline and democratize access 
to credit, making lending more transparent, efficient, and inclusive. 
As India continues to advance towards becoming a digital economy, 
ULI is expected to play a crucial role in reshaping the financial 
landscape. 

Body  Understanding the Unified Lending Interface (ULI) 
 Potential Impacts on the Financial Sector 
 Economic Implications 
 Challenges and Considerations 

Conclusion The nationwide launch of the Unified Lending Interface (ULI) by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has the potential to revolutionize the 
lending landscape in India. By making credit more accessible, 
transparent, and efficient, ULI can play a transformative role in 
promoting financial inclusion and economic growth. However, its 
success will depend on addressing challenges related to data security, 
digital literacy, and the readiness of the financial sector to adapt to this 
new paradigm. As India moves towards a more digital and inclusive 
economy, ULI could become a cornerstone of the country's financial 
infrastructure, driving innovation and ensuring that the benefits of 
financial services reach every segment of society. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Reserve Bank of India 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q:What is the status of digitalization in the Indian economy? 
Examine the problems faced in this regard and suggest 
improvements. (2023) 
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Introduction The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been at the forefront of driving 
financial inclusion and innovation in India's banking sector. The 
nationwide launch of the Unified Lending Interface (ULI) marks a 
significant milestone in this journey. ULI is envisioned as a 
transformative platform that will streamline and democratize access 
to credit, making lending more transparent, efficient, and inclusive. 
As India continues to advance towards becoming a digital economy, 
ULI is expected to play a crucial role in reshaping the financial 
landscape. 

Body Understanding the Unified Lending Interface (ULI): 
 Definition and Purpose: ULI is a digital interface that 

connects lenders, borrowers, and other stakeholders on a 
unified platform. It aims to standardize and automate the 
lending process, making it faster, more transparent, and 
accessible to a wider audience. 

 Integration with Digital India: ULI aligns with the broader 
objectives of Digital India by leveraging technology to 
simplify financial services. It integrates various digital tools 
like e-KYC, digital signatures, and AI-based credit scoring to 
enhance the lending process. 

Potential Impacts on the Financial Sector: 
 Improved Accessibility to Credit: ULI is designed to make 

credit more accessible, especially for underserved segments 
like small businesses, rural borrowers, and individuals with 
limited credit history. By reducing the reliance on traditional 
credit assessment methods, ULI enables a more inclusive 
approach to lending. 

 Enhanced Transparency and Efficiency: ULI promotes 
transparency by providing borrowers with standardized 
information on loan products, interest rates, and terms. The 
automation of processes reduces the time taken for loan 
approvals and disbursements, leading to greater efficiency in 
the lending ecosystem. 

 Competition and Innovation: The introduction of ULI is 
likely to spur competition among lenders, encouraging them 
to offer better products and services. This competition could 
lead to lower interest rates, more flexible repayment terms, 
and the development of innovative financial products. 

Economic Implications: 



 

Call: 9392957733    KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy - ( 71 )  
 

 Boost to MSMEs and Startups: Micro, Small, and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) often face challenges in accessing 
credit due to stringent lending criteria. ULI can provide these 
enterprises with easier access to funds, thereby fueling 
entrepreneurship, job creation, and economic growth. 

 Financial Inclusion: ULI’s ability to reach unbanked and 
underbanked populations can significantly enhance financial 
inclusion. By bringing more people into the formal financial 
system, ULI supports the RBI's goal of a more inclusive 
economy. 

 Risk Mitigation: The use of advanced data analytics and AI 
in credit assessment can help in better risk management. 
Lenders can make more informed decisions, potentially 
reducing the incidence of non-performing assets (NPAs) and 
contributing to the stability of the financial sector. 

Challenges and Considerations: 
 Data Privacy and Security: As ULI relies heavily on digital 

data, ensuring the privacy and security of borrower 
information is paramount. Robust cybersecurity measures and 
regulatory oversight will be crucial to maintaining trust in the 
system. 

 Digital Literacy: For ULI to be effective, a certain level of 
digital literacy is required among borrowers. Efforts to 
enhance digital literacy, particularly in rural and underserved 
areas, will be essential for the successful implementation of 
ULI. 

Conclusion  The nationwide launch of the Unified Lending Interface (ULI) by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has the potential to revolutionize the 
lending landscape in India. By making credit more accessible, 
transparent, and efficient, ULI can play a transformative role in 
promoting financial inclusion and economic growth. However, its 
success will depend on addressing challenges related to data security, 
digital literacy, and the readiness of the financial sector to adapt to this 
new paradigm. As India moves towards a more digital and inclusive 
economy, ULI could become a cornerstone of the country's financial 
infrastructure, driving innovation and ensuring that the benefits of 
financial services reach every segment of society. 
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Q.26) Discuss the potential wide-ranging implications of the antitrust case verdict 
against Google. How might this verdict affect the technology industry, consumers, 
and the future of digital markets globally? Analyze the role of regulatory 
frameworks in ensuring fair competition in the digital economy. (250 words, 15 
marks) 

Topic- Digital Economy 

Introduction The recent antitrust case verdict against Google marks a significant 
moment in the ongoing global effort to regulate Big Tech companies. 
Google, a dominant force in the digital market, has been accused of 
engaging in anti-competitive practices that stifle innovation and limit 
consumer choice. The ruling against Google is expected to have 
wide-ranging implications, not only for the company itself but also 
for the broader technology industry, consumers, and the future of 
digital markets. This verdict underscores the growing importance of 
robust regulatory frameworks in ensuring fair competition in an 
increasingly digitalized global economy. 

Body  Implications for the Technology Industry 
 Impact on Consumers 
 Global Implications for Digital Markets 
 The Role of Regulatory Frameworks 

Conclusion The antitrust verdict against Google is a landmark decision with far-
reaching implications for the technology industry, consumers, and 
the global digital economy. While the ruling may lead to greater 
competition and innovation, it also raises important questions about 
the future of regulation in the digital age. To ensure fair competition 
and protect consumer interests, it is essential that regulatory 
frameworks continue to evolve, keeping pace with the dynamic and 
rapidly changing digital landscape. The outcome of this case serves 
as a reminder that the power of Big Tech must be kept in check to 
promote a healthy, competitive market that benefits all stakeholders. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Digital governance 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. What is the status of digitalization in the Indian economy? 
Examine the problems faced in this regard and suggest 
improvements. (150 words) (2023, 10 Marks) 

Introduction The recent antitrust case verdict against Google marks a significant 
moment in the ongoing global effort to regulate Big Tech companies. 
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Google, a dominant force in the digital market, has been accused of 
engaging in anti-competitive practices that stifle innovation and limit 
consumer choice. The ruling against Google is expected to have 
wide-ranging implications, not only for the company itself but also 
for the broader technology industry, consumers, and the future of 
digital markets. This verdict underscores the growing importance of 
robust regulatory frameworks in ensuring fair competition in an 
increasingly digitalized global economy. 

Body 1. Implications for the Technology Industry: 
o The antitrust verdict against Google could serve as a 

precedent for future cases against other major tech 
companies. It sends a strong signal that monopolistic 
practices will not be tolerated, regardless of a company's size 
or influence. 

o This ruling could lead to increased scrutiny of other tech 
giants, such as Amazon, Apple, and Facebook, potentially 
resulting in further regulatory actions aimed at curbing their 
market dominance. 

o The decision may also encourage smaller tech firms and 
startups, as it could lead to a more level playing field, 
fostering innovation and competition in the technology 
sector. 

2. Impact on Consumers: 
o For consumers, the ruling could lead to more choices and 

better services as competition in the digital market increases. 
By curbing Google's dominance, new entrants may find it 
easier to compete, leading to a more diverse and competitive 
market. 

o However, there is also the possibility of unintended 
consequences. If Google's business model is significantly 
altered, it could impact the quality and availability of free 
services that consumers currently enjoy, such as search 
engines, maps, and email. 

3. Global Implications for Digital Markets: 
o The verdict against Google could have ripple effects across 

global digital markets. Countries around the world may be 
emboldened to pursue their own antitrust cases against tech 
giants, leading to a more fragmented regulatory environment. 

o This could result in tech companies having to navigate a 
complex web of regulations across different jurisdictions, 
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potentially leading to changes in how they operate globally. 
o Additionally, the ruling may inspire international 

collaboration among regulators, leading to more coordinated 
efforts to address the challenges posed by Big Tech's market 
power. 

4. The Role of Regulatory Frameworks: 
o The case against Google highlights the critical role of 

regulatory frameworks in maintaining fair competition in the 
digital economy. As technology continues to evolve, so too 
must the regulations that govern it. 

o Regulators must strike a balance between fostering 
innovation and ensuring that no single company can dominate 
the market to the detriment of competitors and consumers.  

o Moving forward, there may be a need for more proactive and 
adaptive regulatory measures that can keep pace with rapid 
technological advancements, preventing anti-competitive 
practices before they become entrenched. 

Conclusion  The antitrust verdict against Google is a landmark decision with far-
reaching implications for the technology industry, consumers, and 
the global digital economy. While the ruling may lead to greater 
competition and innovation, it also raises important questions about 
the future of regulation in the digital age. To ensure fair competition 
and protect consumer interests, it is essential that regulatory 
frameworks continue to evolve, keeping pace with the dynamic and 
rapidly changing digital landscape. The outcome of this case serves 
as a reminder that the power of Big Tech must be kept in check to 
promote a healthy, competitive market that benefits all stakeholders. 
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Science & Technology 
 
Q.27) "The Indian government is planning to team up with the private sector to study 

and test small modular reactors (SMRs). Discuss the potential benefits and 
challenges of adopting SMRs in India, particularly addressing issues related to 
cost and proliferation resistance."(250 words) 

Topic- Nuclear technology 

Introduction India's quest for sustainable and clean energy solutions has led to the 
exploration of various advanced nuclear technologies, including 
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs). These reactors promise enhanced 
safety, flexibility, and scalability compared to traditional nuclear 
reactors. However, the adoption of SMRs entails significant 
challenges, particularly concerning costs and ensuring proliferation 
resistance. 

Body  Potential Benefits of SMRs 
 Challenges of Adopting SMRs 
 Strategies to Address Cost and Proliferation Resistance 

Conclusion The adoption of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) in India presents a 
promising pathway towards achieving clean and sustainable energy 
goals. However, the challenges related to costs and proliferation 
resistance must be addressed through strategic planning, robust 
regulatory frameworks, and international cooperation. By leveraging 
public-private partnerships and investing in research and 
development, India can overcome these challenges and harness the 
full potential of SMRs, contributing to a more resilient and secure 
energy future. Effective stakeholder engagement and public 
awareness campaigns will also be crucial in ensuring the successful 
deployment and acceptance of SMRs in the country. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Nuclear Technology 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. With growing energy needs should India keep on expanding its 
nuclear energy programme? Discuss the facts and fears associated 
with nuclear energy. [250 Words] [15 marks] [2018] 

Introduction India's quest for sustainable and clean energy solutions has led to the 
exploration of various advanced nuclear technologies, including 
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Small Modular Reactors (SMRs). These reactors promise enhanced 
safety, flexibility, and scalability compared to traditional nuclear 
reactors. However, the adoption of SMRs entails significant 
challenges, particularly concerning costs and ensuring proliferation 
resistance. 

Body 1. Potential Benefits of SMRs: 
 Enhanced Safety Features: SMRs are designed with 

advanced safety mechanisms, including passive safety 
systems that reduce the risk of accidents and operational 
failures. 

 Flexibility and Scalability: SMRs can be deployed 
incrementally to match the demand, making them suitable for 
regions with varying energy needs. Their modular design 
allows for quicker construction and reduced site-specific risks. 

 Reduced Land and Water Usage: Compared to large 
reactors, SMRs require less land and cooling water, making 
them ideal for remote and water-scarce regions. 

 Economic Opportunities: Collaboration with the private 
sector can stimulate technological innovation, create high-
skilled jobs, and foster the growth of the domestic nuclear 
industry. 

 Decentralized Power Generation: SMRs can support 
decentralized power generation, enhancing energy security 
and reducing transmission losses, particularly in rural and 
underserved areas. 

2. Challenges of Adopting SMRs: 
 High Initial Costs: Despite their smaller size, the initial costs 

of developing and deploying SMRs can be high due to the 
need for research, regulatory approval, and establishing new 
supply chains. 

 Proliferation Resistance: Ensuring that SMRs are designed 
and operated in a manner that minimizes the risk of nuclear 
proliferation is critical. This involves stringent regulatory 
frameworks and international cooperation. 

 Regulatory and Safety Concerns: The development of new 
regulatory standards and safety protocols tailored to SMRs is 
essential, which can be a time-consuming and complex 
process. 

 Public Acceptance: Gaining public trust and acceptance for 
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nuclear technologies, including SMRs, remains a challenge 
due to historical apprehensions and safety concerns. 

 Waste Management: Although SMRs generate less nuclear 
waste compared to large reactors, effective and sustainable 
waste management solutions are still required. 

3. Strategies to Address Cost and Proliferation Resistance: 
 Public-Private Partnerships: Leveraging public-private 

partnerships can help distribute the financial burden, stimulate 
innovation, and accelerate the development of cost-effective 
SMR technologies. 

 International Collaboration: Engaging in international 
collaborations can provide access to advanced technologies, 
best practices, and financial support, facilitating the 
deployment of SMRs in a cost-effective and secure manner. 

 Regulatory Frameworks: Developing robust regulatory 
frameworks that address safety, security, and proliferation 
resistance is crucial. This includes adherence to international 
non-proliferation treaties and protocols. 

 Research and Development: Investing in R&D to improve 
SMR designs, enhance their efficiency, and reduce costs is 
essential. This can be achieved through government funding, 
academic collaborations, and industry partnerships. 

 Public Awareness Campaigns: Conducting awareness 
campaigns to educate the public about the benefits and safety 
features of SMRs can help build trust and support for nuclear 
energy initiatives. 

Conclusion  The adoption of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) in India presents a 
promising pathway towards achieving clean and sustainable energy 
goals. However, the challenges related to costs and proliferation 
resistance must be addressed through strategic planning, robust 
regulatory frameworks, and international cooperation. By leveraging 
public-private partnerships and investing in research and 
development, India can overcome these challenges and harness the 
full potential of SMRs, contributing to a more resilient and secure 
energy future. Effective stakeholder engagement and public 
awareness campaigns will also be crucial in ensuring the successful 
deployment and acceptance of SMRs in the country. 
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Q.28) Evaluate the implications of the recent split verdict by the Supreme Court on the 
cultivation of genetically modified (GM) mustard in India. Discuss the potential 
benefits and risks associated with GM crops in the Indian context. (250 words) 

Topic- Biotechnology 

Introduction India's journey towards the adoption of genetically modified (GM) 
crops has been marked by significant debate and regulatory scrutiny. 
The recent split verdict by the Supreme Court of India, involving 
Justices B.V. Nagarathna and Sanjay Karol, on the commercial 
cultivation of GM mustard highlights the ongoing controversy 
surrounding biotechnological advances in agriculture. This verdict 
reflects deep divisions on the issue, underscoring the complexities 
involved in balancing technological progress with environmental and 
health concerns. 

Body  Implications of the Split Verdict 
 Potential Benefits of GM Crops 
 Risks Associated with GM Crops 

Conclusion The split verdict on GM mustard cultivation in India symbolizes the 
broader global debate on genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 
While the technology offers substantial benefits in terms of 
productivity and efficiency, it also poses ecological, health, and socio-
economic risks that must be carefully managed. It is crucial for India 
to establish a robust regulatory framework that ensures thorough 
scientific evaluation and transparent decision-making processes to 
reconcile these conflicts.  

 

UPSC Syllabus Biotechnology 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Why is there so much activity in the field of biotechnology in 
our country? How has this activity benefitted the field of 
biopharma? (2018, 15 marks) 

Introduction India's journey towards the adoption of genetically modified (GM) 
crops has been marked by significant debate and regulatory scrutiny. 
The recent split verdict by the Supreme Court of India, involving 
Justices B.V. Nagarathna and Sanjay Karol, on the commercial 
cultivation of GM mustard highlights the ongoing controversy 
surrounding biotechnological advances in agriculture. This verdict 
reflects deep divisions on the issue, underscoring the complexities 
involved in balancing technological progress with environmental and 
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health concerns. 

Body Implications of the Split Verdict 
1. Regulatory Uncertainty: The split verdict has led to 

increased regulatory uncertainty around the future of GM 
crops in India. Such uncertainty can deter investment in 
biotechnological research and development within the 
country, potentially slowing down innovation in agricultural 
practices. 

2. Policy Stalemate: The inability of the judiciary to provide a 
clear decision could lead to a policy stalemate, where neither 
proponents nor opponents feel satisfied. This can exacerbate 
tensions between various stakeholders including farmers, 
biotech companies, environmental groups, and government 
bodies. 

Potential Benefits of GM Crops 
1. Increased Agricultural Productivity: GM mustard, 

engineered for higher yields and better disease resistance, 
promises to enhance productivity and support India’s 
agricultural output, potentially addressing food security 
concerns as the population continues to grow. 

2. Reduced Pesticide Use: Some GM crops are designed to be 
pest-resistant, which can lead to a reduction in the use of 
chemical pesticides. This not only lowers production costs 
but also minimizes environmental pollution and health risks 
associated with pesticide exposure. 

Risks Associated with GM Crops 
1. Biodiversity Concerns: Critics argue that introducing GM 

mustard could lead to genetic contamination of native 
mustard varieties, potentially harming biodiversity. The 
impact on associated ecosystems could have unforeseen 
negative consequences. 

2. Health Implications: There are ongoing debates and 
concerns about the long-term health impacts of consuming 
GM foods, which are perceived by some sections of society 
to be not as safe as naturally grown crops. 

3. Economic Dependence: Small and marginal farmers might 
become dependent on multinational corporations for seeds 
every season, which could lead to economic distress if seed 
prices rise or if specific contractual terms are unfavorable. 
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Conclusion  The split verdict on GM mustard cultivation in India symbolizes the 
broader global debate on genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 
While the technology offers substantial benefits in terms of 
productivity and efficiency, it also poses ecological, health, and 
socio-economic risks that must be carefully managed. It is crucial for 
India to establish a robust regulatory framework that ensures 
thorough scientific evaluation and transparent decision-making 
processes to reconcile these conflicts.  

 
Q.29) Explain the objectives, key milestones, and significance of the Gaganyaan Mission 

in India's space exploration program. Also, discuss the crew members, their 
training, and the collaborative efforts with other space agencies for this mission. ( 
15 marks , 250 words) 

Topic- Space Missions 

Introduction The Gaganyaan Mission represents a significant milestone in India's 
space exploration endeavors. Launched by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), its primary objective is to 
demonstrate India's capability to send humans to low Earth orbit 
(LEO) and safely return them to Earth. This mission underscores 
India's ambitions in gaining new ground in the global space 
community, enhancing national technological capabilities, and 
inspiring innovations in science and technology. 

Body  Objectives of the Mission 
 Key Milestones and Status  
  India’s Crew for the Mission  
 Collaborative Efforts and Significance 

Conclusion The Gaganyaan Mission is more than a space mission; it is a 
testament to India's growing prowess in global space exploration and 
its commitment to establishing a long-term human presence in space. 
By achieving the objectives set forth in this mission, India will not 
only expand its capabilities but also reinforce its standing in the 
international space community. The training of the crew and 
international collaborations further underscore the mission's 
significance and its reliance on global cooperation for success. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Space Missions 

Why was this Q: What is India’s plan to have its own space station and how will it 
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question asked? benefit our space programme? ( UPSC 2019 ) 

Introduction The Gaganyaan Mission represents a significant milestone in India's 
space exploration endeavors. Launched by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), its primary objective is to 
demonstrate India's capability to send humans to low Earth orbit 
(LEO) and safely return them to Earth. This mission underscores 
India's ambitions in gaining new ground in the global space 
community, enhancing national technological capabilities, and 
inspiring innovations in science and technology. 

Body Objectives of the Mission 
 The primary objective of the Gaganyaan mission is to 

demonstrate India's capability to send humans to low Earth 
orbit and safely bring them back to Earth. 

 This mission also aims to provide valuable exposure and 
experience to the astronauts in conducting spaceflight 
missions and working with the crew already onboard the 
International Space Station (ISS). 

Key Milestones and Status 
 ISRO has made substantial progress in the Gaganyaan 

mission, including the completion of pad abort and high-
altitude abort tests, as well as testing the crew escape system. 

 The next major milestones involve a series of uncrewed 
suborbital and orbital test flights, with the final crewed 
mission currently expected to take place in 2024. 

India’s Crew for the Mission 
 The crew for the Gaganyaan mission consists of four 

astronaut-candidates, all of whom are test pilots with the 
Indian Air Force. 

 Wing Commander Shubhanshu Shukla and Group Captain 
Prashanth Nair have been designated for the joint mission 
with the U.S. to the ISS in 2024. 

 They will be exposed to the way a spaceflight mission is 
organized and conducted, and will also conduct various 
experiments onboard the ISS. 

Collaborative Efforts and Significance 
 The collaborative efforts with other space agencies, such as 

the joint mission with the U.S. to the ISS, highlight the 
international recognition and cooperation involved in the 
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Gaganyaan mission. 
 This mission not only demonstrates India's human spaceflight 

capability but also serves as a symbol of the country's 
aspirations and capabilities in the realm of space exploration. 

 It is expected to inspire a new generation of scientists, 
engineers, and astronauts, solidifying India's position as a 
spacefaring nation. 

Conclusion  The Gaganyaan Mission is more than a space mission; it is a 
testament to India's growing prowess in global space exploration and 
its commitment to establishing a long-term human presence in space. 
By achieving the objectives set forth in this mission, India will not 
only expand its capabilities but also reinforce its standing in the 
international space community. The training of the crew and 
international collaborations further underscore the mission's 
significance and its reliance on global cooperation for success. 

 
Q.30) Discuss the implications of awarding national honors like the Rashtriya Vigyan 

Puraskar to scientists. Do such awards truly advance scientific research, or do they 
serve as superficial measures? Argue whether greater funding for research would 
be more effective in advancing scientific innovation. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Funding for science research in India 

Introduction National awards like the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar are often seen as 
prestigious recognitions for scientists, meant to honor their 
contributions to the field of science and technology. However, while 
such awards may bring individual recognition, the broader question 
is whether they significantly contribute to advancing scientific 
research in the country. It is crucial to evaluate whether these awards 
are merely symbolic or if they serve as substantial incentives for 
scientific innovation. More importantly, the debate revolves around 
whether increasing funding for research could have a more profound 
impact on the scientific community and national progress. 

Body  Purpose of National Awards 
 Limitations of Awards 
 Need for Greater Research Funding 
 Balancing Recognition with Resource Allocation 

Conclusion The Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar and similar awards, though valuable, 
should not be seen as substitutes for substantial investments in 
scientific research. For India to emerge as a global leader in science 
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and technology, there must be a paradigm shift from symbolic 
gestures to tangible support for the scientific community. By 
significantly increasing funding and resources for research, the 
government can ensure that the country’s scientific potential is fully 
realized, leading to innovations that benefit society at large. The 
focus should be on creating an environment where scientific inquiry 
thrives, and awards like the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar are seen as 
the culmination of that thriving ecosystem, not a panacea for its 
challenges. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Science research in India 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Scientific research in Indian universities is declining, because a 
career in science is not as attractive as are business professions, 
engineering or administration, and the universities are becoming 
consumer-oriented. Critically comment. (2014, 12 Marks) 

Introduction National awards like the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar are often seen as 
prestigious recognitions for scientists, meant to honor their 
contributions to the field of science and technology. However, while 
such awards may bring individual recognition, the broader question is 
whether they significantly contribute to advancing scientific research 
in the country. It is crucial to evaluate whether these awards are 
merely symbolic or if they serve as substantial incentives for scientific 
innovation. More importantly, the debate revolves around whether 
increasing funding for research could have a more profound impact 
on the scientific community and national progress. 

Body Purpose of National Awards: 
o National awards like the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar aim to 

recognize and reward exceptional contributions in science. 
They provide visibility to scientists and their work, potentially 
inspiring younger generations to pursue careers in research. 

o These awards also serve a political and social function, 
signaling the government's commitment to science and 
technology, and fostering a culture of innovation. 

Limitations of Awards: 
o While prestigious, these awards are often criticized as being 

more ceremonial than impactful. The recognition is 
retrospective, honoring past achievements rather than 
facilitating future innovations. 
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o Awards do not address the systemic challenges faced by the 
scientific community, such as inadequate funding, 
bureaucratic hurdles, and lack of infrastructure. They may also 
lead to complacency, where the government views the 
distribution of awards as fulfilling its obligation towards 
scientific progress without addressing deeper issues. 

Need for Greater Research Funding: 
o Sustainable scientific advancement requires continuous and 

substantial funding. Investments in research infrastructure, 
laboratories, and human resources are critical for fostering 
innovation. 

o Countries that lead in science and technology, like the United 
States and Germany, have robust mechanisms for funding 
research and development (R&D). Such investments yield 
high returns in the form of technological advancements, 
economic growth, and improved quality of life. 

o In India, the current allocation for R&D is less than 1% of 
GDP, which is insufficient to meet the needs of a growing 
scientific community. Increased funding would enable 
scientists to undertake long-term projects, explore new 
frontiers in science, and contribute to solving national and 
global challenges. 

Balancing Recognition with Resource Allocation: 
o While recognition through awards is important, it should be 

complemented by a strong commitment to enhancing the 
research ecosystem. Governments should prioritize increasing 
research budgets, streamlining grant processes, and 
encouraging public-private partnerships. 

o Policies that focus on talent retention, fostering collaboration 
between academia and industry, and creating an environment 
conducive to scientific inquiry are crucial for meaningful 
progress. 

Conclusion  The Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar and similar awards, though valuable, 
should not be seen as substitutes for substantial investments in 
scientific research. For India to emerge as a global leader in science 
and technology, there must be a paradigm shift from symbolic 
gestures to tangible support for the scientific community. By 
significantly increasing funding and resources for research, the 
government can ensure that the country’s scientific potential is fully 
realized, leading to innovations that benefit society at large. The focus 
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should be on creating an environment where scientific inquiry thrives, 
and awards like the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar are seen as the 
culmination of that thriving ecosystem, not a panacea for its 
challenges. 

 
Q.31) "Reliance on imports could have a chilling effect on the Indian pharmaceutical 

industry, weakening its ability to remain relevant." Discuss the implications of 
import dependence on the Indian pharmaceutical sector and suggest measures to 
mitigate these risks. (150 words, 10 marks ) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/imports-weaken-indian-
pharma/article68550272.ece 
Topic- Manufacturing Sector  

Introduction India’s pharmaceutical industry, known as the "Pharmacy of the 
World," plays a crucial role in global healthcare, supplying affordable 
medicines to over 200 countries. However, the industry's increasing 
reliance on imported Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) and 
raw materials poses significant risks to its sustainability and 
competitiveness. This dependency on imports could weaken the 
industry's ability to innovate, compete globally, and ensure drug 
security. 

Body  Implications of Import Dependence 
 Measures to Mitigate Risks 

Conclusion The reliance on imports poses a significant threat to the long-term 
viability and competitiveness of India’s pharmaceutical industry. To 
remain relevant and maintain its position as a global leader, India must 
invest in domestic production capabilities, encourage innovation, and 
develop a more resilient supply chain. By adopting these measures, 
India can mitigate the risks associated with import dependence and 
secure its pharmaceutical sector against future challenges. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Manufacturing sector 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. Account for the failure of manufacturing sector in achieving 
the goal of labour-intensive exports rather than capital-intensive 
exports. Suggest measures for more labour-intensive rather than 
capital-intensive exports. (2017) 
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Introduction India’s pharmaceutical industry, known as the "Pharmacy of the 
World," plays a crucial role in global healthcare, supplying affordable 
medicines to over 200 countries. However, the industry's increasing 
reliance on imported Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) and 
raw materials poses significant risks to its sustainability and 
competitiveness. This dependency on imports could weaken the 
industry's ability to innovate, compete globally, and ensure drug 
security. 

Body Implications of Import Dependence: 
 Supply Chain Vulnerability: Over 70% of India’s API 

requirements are sourced from abroad, primarily from China. 
Disruptions in supply chains due to geopolitical tensions, 
pandemics, or trade restrictions can lead to shortages of 
essential drugs. 

 Cost Fluctuations: Reliance on imports makes the industry 
susceptible to price volatility and increases in production 
costs, reducing profitability and threatening the affordability 
of medicines. 

 Innovation and R&D Impact: A heavy dependence on 
imports can stifle domestic innovation and R&D efforts, as the 
focus shifts towards production rather than the development 
of new drugs or self-sufficiency in raw materials. 

 National Security Concerns: The strategic importance of the 
pharmaceutical sector for national security means that 
dependency on foreign sources for critical components could 
compromise India’s ability to manage public health 
emergencies. 

Measures to Mitigate Risks: 
 API Self-Reliance: Promoting the domestic production of 

APIs through government incentives, such as the Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, can reduce dependency on 
imports. 

 Investment in R&D: Increasing public and private sector 
investment in pharmaceutical R&D will boost innovation and 
the development of indigenous technologies. 

 Diversification of Supply Sources: Reducing reliance on a 
single country by diversifying import sources can mitigate the 
risks associated with supply chain disruptions. 

 Public-Private Partnerships: Encouraging collaborations 
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between the government and private sector to establish API 
parks and other infrastructure aimed at achieving self-
sufficiency in pharmaceutical production. 

Conclusion  The reliance on imports poses a significant threat to the long-term 
viability and competitiveness of India’s pharmaceutical industry. To 
remain relevant and maintain its position as a global leader, India must 
invest in domestic production capabilities, encourage innovation, and 
develop a more resilient supply chain. By adopting these measures, 
India can mitigate the risks associated with import dependence and 
secure its pharmaceutical sector against future challenges. 
 

 
Q.32) Evaluate the implications of the delayed official response to polio resurgence in 

India. Discuss the rationale and potential benefits of switching to the inactivated 
polio vaccine (IPV) in the country's polio immunization strategy. (250 words, 15 
marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/%E2%80%8Bintriguing-silence-on-the-case-of-
polio-in-india-delayed-official-response/article68554941.ece 
Topic- Polio Vaccination 

Introduction India was declared polio-free in 2014, a landmark achievement in 
public health. However, recent concerns over the resurgence of polio 
cases highlight a critical need for vigilance and prompt response. The 
silence or delay in official responses to these potential resurgences can 
undermine years of progress. The transition from the oral polio 
vaccine (OPV) to the inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) is being 
recommended by various health experts as a strategic move to bolster 
immunity and prevent the reestablishment of the virus in the 
community. 

Body  Resurgence of Polio in India 
 Efficacy and Safety of IPV 
 Logistical Considerations 
 Financial Implications 

Conclusion The delay in addressing the resurgence of polio in India poses a 
significant public health threat, potentially reversing decades of 
progress made in eradicating the disease. Switching to the inactivated 
polio vaccine offers a safer, more effective alternative to oral vaccines 
and is a strategic move to safeguard against the reintroduction of 
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polio. However, this transition requires careful consideration of 
logistical, financial, and communicative aspects to ensure its success. 
Strengthening the surveillance systems, ensuring timely official 
responses to threats, and investing in public health infrastructure are 
imperative to maintain India's polio-free status and protect future 
generations from this debilitating disease. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. What is the basic principle behind vaccine development? How 
do vaccines work? What approaches were adopted by the Indian 
vaccine manufacturers to produce COVID-19 vaccines? [250 
words] [15 Marks] [2022] 

Introduction India was declared polio-free in 2014, a landmark achievement in 
public health. However, recent concerns over the resurgence of polio 
cases highlight a critical need for vigilance and prompt response. The 
silence or delay in official responses to these potential resurgences can 
undermine years of progress. The transition from the oral polio 
vaccine (OPV) to the inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) is being 
recommended by various health experts as a strategic move to bolster 
immunity and prevent the reestablishment of the virus in the 
community. 

Body Resurgence of Polio in India 
 Despite the certification of polio eradication, India faces the 

threat of imported cases and vaccine-derived poliovirus 
(VDPV) strains. These strains can emerge in communities 
with low immunization coverage and sanitation issues, 
potentially leading to outbreaks.  

 The delayed response to these threats can result in missed 
opportunities to contain and eliminate the virus promptly. 

Efficacy and Safety of IPV 
 Unlike OPV, which uses a weakened but live virus, IPV 

consists of inactivated (killed) virus. This means IPV poses no 
risk of vaccine-derived poliovirus, making it safer in areas 
where immunization coverage is incomplete.  

 Furthermore, IPV induces high levels of immunity in the 
bloodstream, providing effective protection against poliovirus 
without the risk of vaccine-associated paralytic polio. 

Logistical Considerations 
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 Switching to IPV involves logistical adjustments, including 
changes in vaccine delivery systems, storage facilities, and 
healthcare worker training.  

 IPV requires intramuscular injection, which can be more 
resource-intensive than administering oral drops.  
The government must evaluate the logistical challenges and 
develop strategies to effectively implement IPV without 
disrupting the ongoing immunization programs. 

Financial Implications 
 The cost of IPV is generally higher than OPV, posing financial 

challenges for large-scale immunization programs.  
 However, the long-term benefits of preventing a polio 

resurgence can outweigh these costs. 
 Investment in IPV could be viewed as a preventive measure 

that saves healthcare costs associated with treating polio 
outbreaks and managing long-term disabilities caused by the 
disease. 

Public Health Communication 
 Effective public health communication is crucial in 

transitioning to IPV.  
 The government needs to ensure that clear, accurate 

information is disseminated to dispel myths and educate the 
public about the benefits of IPV.  

 Building public trust is essential to achieve high vaccination 
coverage and community protection. 

Conclusion  The delay in addressing the resurgence of polio in India poses a 
significant public health threat, potentially reversing decades of 
progress made in eradicating the disease. Switching to the inactivated 
polio vaccine offers a safer, more effective alternative to oral vaccines 
and is a strategic move to safeguard against the reintroduction of 
polio. However, this transition requires careful consideration of 
logistical, financial, and communicative aspects to ensure its success. 
Strengthening the surveillance systems, ensuring timely official 
responses to threats, and investing in public health infrastructure are 
imperative to maintain India's polio-free status and protect future 
generations from this debilitating disease. 
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Q.33) Evaluate the impact of the BioE3 proposal on the biotechnology sector in India, 
emphasizing the need for long-term capital investments. Suggest strategies to 
foster sustainable growth in biotech initiatives. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/%E2%80%8Bbiotech-enigma-on-the-bioe3-
proposal-and-beyond/article68582063.ece 
Topic- BioE3 (Biotechnology for Economy, Environment, and Employment) proposal 

Introduction The BioE3 (Biotechnology for Economy, Environment, and 
Employment) proposal is a strategic initiative aimed at leveraging 
biotechnology to drive sustainable development in India. Given the 
sector's potential to address crucial challenges in health, agriculture, 
and environmental sustainability, there is a pronounced need for 
long-term capital investments. These investments are essential to 
foster innovation, build infrastructure, and facilitate research and 
development, which are pivotal for the maturation and success of 
biotechnology initiatives. 

Body  Overview of the BioE3 Proposal 
 Need for Long-Term Capital Investments 
 Challenges Facing Biotechnology Initiatives 
 Strategies for Sustainable Growth in Biotech 

Conclusion The BioE3 proposal represents a visionary step towards integrating 
biotechnology into the core of India's developmental agenda. 
However, realizing the full potential of this initiative necessitates 
robust long-term capital investments. By implementing strategic 
funding mechanisms, enhancing regulatory frameworks, and 
fostering a supportive ecosystem, India can capitalize on 
biotechnology as a driver of economic growth, environmental 
sustainability, and public health improvement. Sustainable 
investment strategies will not only bolster current biotech endeavors 
but also ensure the sector's resilience and adaptability in the long run. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Biotechnology 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: What are the research and developmental achievements in 
applied biotechnology? How will these achievements help to 
uplift the poorer sections of the society? [250 Words] [15 Marks] 
[2021] 

Introduction The BioE3 (Biotechnology for Economy, Environment, and 
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Employment) proposal is a strategic initiative aimed at leveraging 
biotechnology to drive sustainable development in India. Given the 
sector's potential to address crucial challenges in health, agriculture, 
and environmental sustainability, there is a pronounced need for 
long-term capital investments. These investments are essential to 
foster innovation, build infrastructure, and facilitate research and 
development, which are pivotal for the maturation and success of 
biotechnology initiatives. 

Body Overview of the BioE3 Proposal: 
 Discuss the objectives of the BioE3 proposal, such as 

enhancing biotechnological research, increasing industry 
collaboration, and boosting technology transfer to address 
critical societal needs. 

 Highlight the intended sectors for impact, including 
healthcare (vaccines, diagnostics), agriculture (bio-fertilizers, 
genetically modified crops), and environmental conservation 
(bio-remediation techniques). 

Need for Long-Term Capital Investments: 
 Capital Intensity: Explain why biotechnology is a capital-

intensive industry, requiring substantial investment in state-
of-the-art facilities, high-end equipment, and skilled human 
resources. 

 Development and Scalability: Discuss the lengthy timelines 
involved in biotechnological innovations, from research and 
development to trials and regulatory approvals, necessitating 
sustained financial input. 

Challenges Facing Biotechnology Initiatives: 
 Regulatory hurdles that may impede the rapid development 

and deployment of biotechnological solutions. 
 Market dynamics, such as the risk of high initial investment 

with delayed returns, which can deter investors. 
Strategies for Sustainable Growth in Biotech: 

 Government Role: Enhance public funding in biotech 
research and development, particularly in fundamental 
research and early-stage innovations. 

 Incentives for Private Sector: Introduce tax breaks, subsidies, 
and special grants for startups and established companies 
investing in biotechnology. 

 Building Ecosystems: Develop biotechnology clusters that 
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bring together research institutes, startups, and big 
corporations to foster innovation and technology sharing. 

 International Collaboration: Forge partnerships with global 
biotech leaders for knowledge exchange, technology transfer, 
and co-funding opportunities. 

Conclusion  The BioE3 proposal represents a visionary step towards integrating 
biotechnology into the core of India's developmental agenda. 
However, realizing the full potential of this initiative necessitates 
robust long-term capital investments. By implementing strategic 
funding mechanisms, enhancing regulatory frameworks, and 
fostering a supportive ecosystem, India can capitalize on 
biotechnology as a driver of economic growth, environmental 
sustainability, and public health improvement. Sustainable 
investment strategies will not only bolster current biotech endeavors 
but also ensure the sector's resilience and adaptability in the long run. 

 
Q.34) Critically analyze the reasons behind Africa's struggle to access mpox vaccines 

despite the disease being endemic in the continent for three years. Discuss the 
implications of this apathy on global health equity and suggest measures to 
address this disparity. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic- Pandemics 

Introduction Mpox, formerly known as monkeypox, has been endemic in several 
African countries for decades. Despite this, the continent has faced 
significant challenges in accessing vaccines to combat the disease, 
even as it spreads globally. This apathy toward Africa's health needs 
reflects broader issues of global health inequity, raising critical 
questions about the fairness of vaccine distribution and the global 
community's responsibility to vulnerable populations. 

Body  Historical Context of Mpox in Africa 
 Global Vaccine Disparity 
 Implications of Apathy on Global Health Equity 
 Measures to Address Disparity 

 

Conclusion The ongoing neglect of Africa's needs in the fight against mpox 
reflects a deeper issue of global health inequity. Addressing this 
requires a concerted effort to prioritize the health needs of all 
populations, particularly those in vulnerable regions. By investing in 
local capacity, ensuring fair access to vaccines, and fostering 



 

Call: 9392957733    KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy - ( 93 )  
 

international cooperation, the global community can move toward a 
more just and effective response to public health challenges. The 
apathy toward Africa’s struggle with mpox should serve as a wake-
up call to rectify these disparities and prevent future inequities in 
global health responses. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Diseases- Pandemics 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q. COVID-19 pandemic has caused unprecedented devastation 
worldwide. However, technological advancements are being 
availed readily to win over the crisis. Give an account of how 
technology was sought to aid management of the pandemic. [250 
Words] [2020] 

Introduction Mpox, formerly known as monkeypox, has been endemic in several 
African countries for decades. Despite this, the continent has faced 
significant challenges in accessing vaccines to combat the disease, 
even as it spreads globally. This apathy toward Africa's health needs 
reflects broader issues of global health inequity, raising critical 
questions about the fairness of vaccine distribution and the global 
community's responsibility to vulnerable populations. 

Body  
1. Historical Context of Mpox in Africa: 

o Mpox has been present in Central and West Africa for over 
50 years, with sporadic outbreaks that have primarily affected 
rural communities. 

o Despite the known presence of the disease, international 
attention and resources have been limited, with African 
countries often left to manage outbreaks with minimal 
external support. 

2. Global Vaccine Disparity: 
o The recent global outbreak of mpox has led to increased 

demand for vaccines, particularly in high-income countries 
where the disease was previously unknown. 

o Africa, where the disease has been endemic, has struggled to 
secure vaccines due to several factors: 
 Lack of Manufacturing Capacity: African countries 

rely heavily on imports for vaccines, which limits their 
ability to access necessary supplies during global 
shortages. 

 Global Prioritization: High-income countries have 
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prioritized their populations, leaving Africa at the end of 
the supply chain. 

 Economic Constraints: Limited financial resources in 
African nations make it difficult to compete for vaccine 
supplies on the global market. 

3. Implications of Apathy on Global Health Equity: 
o Moral and Ethical Concerns: The inequitable distribution 

of vaccines highlights the global community's failure to 
uphold principles of justice and fairness in public health. 

o Risk of Prolonged Outbreaks: Without adequate 
vaccination coverage in Africa, the continent remains a 
reservoir for the virus, increasing the risk of further outbreaks 
and global spread. 

o Undermining Trust: The lack of support for Africa in the 
face of endemic diseases erodes trust in global health 
institutions and initiatives, potentially affecting future 
collaboration. 

4. Measures to Address Disparity: 
o Strengthening Local Manufacturing: There is an urgent 

need to support the development of vaccine manufacturing 
capacity within Africa, reducing dependence on external 
sources. 

o Equitable Global Distribution Mechanisms: Initiatives 
like COVAX must be expanded and strengthened to ensure 
that vaccines are distributed based on need rather than 
purchasing power. 

o International Collaboration and Investment: High-income 
countries and international organizations should invest in 
Africa's public health infrastructure, including disease 
surveillance, research, and vaccine distribution systems. 

Conclusion  The ongoing neglect of Africa's needs in the fight against mpox 
reflects a deeper issue of global health inequity. Addressing this 
requires a concerted effort to prioritize the health needs of all 
populations, particularly those in vulnerable regions. By investing in 
local capacity, ensuring fair access to vaccines, and fostering 
international cooperation, the global community can move toward a 
more just and effective response to public health challenges. The 
apathy toward Africa’s struggle with mpox should serve as a wake-
up call to rectify these disparities and prevent future inequities in 
global health responses. 
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Indian Society & Social 
Justice 

 
Q.35) Examine the transformative potential of the Jan Poshan Kendra programme in 

revolutionizing India’s food distribution architecture, with a critical assessment of 
its efficacy in securing food security and enhancing nutritional outcomes.(250 
words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/reimaging-indias-fair-price-
shops/article68551454.ece 
Topic- Public Distribution System and Food Security 

Introduction Fair Price Shops (FPS), part of India's Public Distribution System 
(PDS), have been the cornerstone of food security for millions of low-
income households. However, issues like inefficiency, corruption, and 
lack of transparency have plagued the system. The Jan Poshan Kendra 
programme, a new initiative, aims to address these challenges by 
transforming FPS into comprehensive nutrition hubs. This 
reimagination of FPS has the potential to revolutionize India’s food 
distribution landscape, making it more effective, transparent, and 
inclusive. 

Body  Objectives of the Jan Poshan Kendra Programme 
 Potential Benefits 
 Challenges and Criticisms 

Conclusion The Jan Poshan Kendra programme represents a promising initiative 
that could transform India’s fair price shops into dynamic centers of 
nutrition and health. By addressing the inefficiencies of the current 
PDS and enhancing the nutritional status of vulnerable populations, 
this program has the potential to reshape India’s food distribution 
landscape. However, its success will depend on overcoming 
implementation challenges, ensuring financial viability, and securing 
broad-based community support. If effectively executed, the Jan 
Poshan Kendra programme could be a game-changer in achieving 
food security and nutritional well-being across India. 
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UPSC Syllabus Public Distribution System and Food Security 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: What are the major challenges of Public Distribution System 
(PDS) in India? How can it be made effective and 
transparent?.(2022) 

Introduction Fair Price Shops (FPS), part of India's Public Distribution System 
(PDS), have been the cornerstone of food security for millions of low-
income households. However, issues like inefficiency, corruption, and 
lack of transparency have plagued the system. The Jan Poshan Kendra 
programme, a new initiative, aims to address these challenges by 
transforming FPS into comprehensive nutrition hubs. This 
reimagination of FPS has the potential to revolutionize India’s food 
distribution landscape, making it more effective, transparent, and 
inclusive. 

Body Objectives of the Jan Poshan Kendra Programme: 
 Integration of Services: The programme aims to integrate 

various services such as the distribution of fortified foods, 
nutritional education, and health check-ups into existing FPS. 
This holistic approach can address both food security and 
malnutrition. 

 Technology-Driven Transparency: By leveraging digital 
platforms, the programme seeks to improve transparency and 
reduce leakages in the distribution system. Real-time 
monitoring and direct benefit transfers (DBT) can ensure that 
food and nutritional benefits reach the intended beneficiaries. 

 Empowerment of Local Communities: The programme 
emphasizes community involvement in managing and 
monitoring FPS, fostering accountability and enhancing the 
effectiveness of food distribution. 

Potential Benefits: 
 Enhanced Nutritional Outcomes: By offering a variety of 

fortified foods and supplements, the programme can 
significantly improve the nutritional status of vulnerable 
populations, particularly women and children. 

 Reduction of Leakages: The integration of technology and 
community oversight can curb corruption and pilferage, 
ensuring that subsidies and resources are utilized efficiently. 

 Support for Local Economies: By encouraging local 
sourcing of food products and involving local Self-Help 
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Groups (SHGs) in the management of Jan Poshan Kendras, the 
programme can stimulate local economies and promote 
sustainable development. 

Challenges and Criticisms: 
 Implementation Hurdles: The success of the Jan Poshan 

Kendra programme hinges on effective implementation, 
which may be hampered by bureaucratic inertia, lack of 
infrastructure, and digital divide issues. 

 Financial Sustainability: The transformation of FPS into 
multifunctional centers requires significant investment. 
Ensuring the financial sustainability of these centers, 
particularly in remote areas, is a critical challenge. 

 Resistance to Change: There may be resistance from existing 
FPS owners and political vested interests who benefit from the 
current system, which could impede the programme's rollout. 

Conclusion  The Jan Poshan Kendra programme represents a promising initiative 
that could transform India’s fair price shops into dynamic centers of 
nutrition and health. By addressing the inefficiencies of the current 
PDS and enhancing the nutritional status of vulnerable populations, 
this program has the potential to reshape India’s food distribution 
landscape. However, its success will depend on overcoming 
implementation challenges, ensuring financial viability, and securing 
broad-based community support. If effectively executed, the Jan 
Poshan Kendra programme could be a game-changer in achieving 
food security and nutritional well-being across India 

 
Q.36) "Discuss the challenges in ensuring social justice within the Indian bureaucracy 

and evaluate the argument that a fixed tenure, irrespective of the age of entry, 
could be a solution."250 marks, 15 marks. 

Topic- Social Reforms in bureaucracy 

Introduction The Indian bureaucracy is a vital pillar of governance, responsible 
for implementing policies, delivering public services, and upholding 
the rule of law. Ensuring social justice within the bureaucracy is 
essential for it to be truly representative and effective. Social justice 
in this context involves equitable representation, opportunities for 
advancement, and impartiality in service delivery. However, the 
current system faces challenges related to age-based entry, career 
progression, and the lack of fixed tenure, which can undermine these 
objectives.  
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Body  Challenges in Ensuring Social Justice within the Bureaucracy 
 The Argument for a Fixed Tenure 
 Potential Challenges of Implementing Fixed Tenure  

Conclusion Ensuring social justice within the Indian bureaucracy is crucial for 
the effective and equitable functioning of the government. A fixed 
tenure system, irrespective of the age of entry, presents a compelling 
solution to many of the challenges currently faced. By leveling the 
playing field and focusing on merit and performance, this approach 
could lead to a more just and efficient bureaucracy. However, its 
implementation must be carefully designed to balance the interests 
of all stakeholders and ensure that the reform strengthens the core 
values of the civil service. The ultimate goal should be to create a 
bureaucracy that is truly representative, meritocratic, and capable of 
delivering social justice to all citizens. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Social Justice 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q:“Traditional bureaucratic structure and culture have 
hampered the process of socio-economic development in India.” 
Comment. (2016) 

Introduction The Indian bureaucracy is a vital pillar of governance, responsible 
for implementing policies, delivering public services, and upholding 
the rule of law. Ensuring social justice within the bureaucracy is 
essential for it to be truly representative and effective. Social justice 
in this context involves equitable representation, opportunities for 
advancement, and impartiality in service delivery. However, the 
current system faces challenges related to age-based entry, career 
progression, and the lack of fixed tenure, which can undermine these 
objectives. 

Body Challenges in Ensuring Social Justice within the Bureaucracy: 
o Diverse Representation: Despite efforts to promote 

diversity through reservations, the bureaucracy still struggles 
with underrepresentation of certain marginalized 
communities, leading to potential biases in policy 
implementation. 

o Career Advancement Inequalities: Individuals entering the 
bureaucracy at different ages face varying lengths of service 
before retirement. This can create disparities in opportunities 
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for career advancement, impacting the ability of younger or 
late entrants to reach higher positions. 

o Biases and Prejudices: Entrenched biases based on caste, 
religion, or region can influence recruitment, postings, and 
promotions, challenging the principles of social justice within 
the system. 

o Job Security and Tenure Issues: The lack of a fixed tenure 
and varying retirement ages can lead to job insecurity, 
politicization, and inefficiencies within the bureaucracy, 
affecting its ability to serve all sections of society impartially. 

The Argument for a Fixed Tenure: 
o Equal Opportunities for Advancement: A fixed tenure, 

irrespective of the age of entry, ensures that all officers have 
an equal length of service to prove their capabilities and 
advance in their careers. This would mitigate age-based 
disparities in promotions and postings. 

o Reduction of Bias and Politicization: Fixed tenure could 
reduce the tendency to favor officers close to retirement for 
key positions, leading to a more merit-based and less 
politically influenced selection process. 

o Enhanced Focus on Performance: With a guaranteed 
tenure, officers might focus more on performance and public 
service rather than on securing favorable postings or 
extensions, which can lead to more efficient and just 
administration. 

o Standardization Across Services: Introducing a fixed 
tenure could bring about standardization across various civil 
services, ensuring that all officers, regardless of their entry 
age, have equal time to contribute to the system and benefit 
from professional development opportunities. 

Potential Challenges of Implementing Fixed Tenure: 
o Resistance from Within: Existing officers, particularly 

those who entered at a younger age, might resist such 
changes, fearing that their long-term prospects would be 
compromised. 

o Policy Implementation Difficulties: Implementing a fixed 
tenure would require significant policy changes, including 
amendments to service rules, which could face legal and 
administrative challenges. 

o Impact on Bureaucratic Morale: While intended to 
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promote fairness, such changes might impact morale if not 
managed with transparency and adequate safeguards to 
protect the interests of all officers. 

Conclusion  Ensuring social justice within the Indian bureaucracy is crucial for 
the effective and equitable functioning of the government. A fixed 
tenure system, irrespective of the age of entry, presents a compelling 
solution to many of the challenges currently faced. By leveling the 
playing field and focusing on merit and performance, this approach 
could lead to a more just and efficient bureaucracy. However, its 
implementation must be carefully designed to balance the interests of 
all stakeholders and ensure that the reform strengthens the core 
values of the civil service. The ultimate goal should be to create a 
bureaucracy that is truly representative, meritocratic, and capable of 
delivering social justice to all citizens. 

 
Q.37) "Discuss the implications of reducing night duty hours for women as a measure to 

ensure their safety. How can this approach be considered regressive, and what 
alternative strategies can be adopted to ensure workplace safety for women?"(250 
words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/%E2%80%8Bregressive-move-on-minimising-
night-duty-for-women/article68547172.ece 
Topic-Women safety 

Introduction The issue of women's safety, particularly in the workplace, has 
gained significant attention in recent years. In response, some 
organizations and governments have proposed reducing or 
eliminating night shifts for women as a means of ensuring their 
safety. However, this approach has sparked debate, with critics 
arguing that it is a regressive move that reinforces gender stereotypes 
and limits women's professional opportunities. Instead of curtailing 
work hours, there is a need to implement more progressive and 
effective measures to ensure the safety and empowerment of women 
in the workplace. 

Body  Implications of Reducing Night Duty Hours for Women 
 Why This Approach is Considered Regressive 
 Alternative Strategies to Ensure Workplace Safety for 

Women 

Conclusion While the intention behind reducing night duty hours for women may 
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be to ensure their safety, such a measure is ultimately regressive, as 
it reinforces gender stereotypes and limits women's professional 
opportunities. A more effective approach would involve addressing 
the root causes of workplace safety concerns through strengthened 
security measures, legal reforms, and a commitment to gender 
equality. By empowering women and ensuring their safety through 
these means, we can create a work environment that is both safe and 
conducive to their professional growth. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Women Safety 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Is the National Commission for Women able to strategize and 
tackle the problems that women face at both public and private 
spheres? Give reasons in support of your answer. (2017) 

Introduction The issue of women's safety, particularly in the workplace, has 
gained significant attention in recent years. In response, some 
organizations and governments have proposed reducing or 
eliminating night shifts for women as a means of ensuring their 
safety. However, this approach has sparked debate, with critics 
arguing that it is a regressive move that reinforces gender stereotypes 
and limits women's professional opportunities. Instead of curtailing 
work hours, there is a need to implement more progressive and 
effective measures to ensure the safety and empowerment of women 
in the workplace. 

Body Implications of Reducing Night Duty Hours for Women: 
o Reinforcement of Gender Stereotypes: Reducing night 

shifts for women suggests that they are inherently more 
vulnerable and incapable of handling the same work 
conditions as men. This reinforces traditional gender roles 
and may perpetuate the idea that women need to be protected 
rather than empowered. 

o Professional Setbacks: Limiting women's access to night 
shifts can have career-related consequences, as it may restrict 
their opportunities for advancement. In many industries, 
night shifts are often associated with higher pay or are 
essential for certain roles. By excluding women, these 
measures could lead to wage disparities and hinder their 
career growth. 

o Legal and Ethical Concerns: Such policies may also violate 
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principles of gender equality, as they impose restrictions 
based on gender rather than merit or capability. This could 
potentially lead to legal challenges, as well as negative 
impacts on workplace morale and inclusivity. 

Why This Approach is Considered Regressive: 
o Lack of Addressing Root Causes: Instead of tackling the 

root causes of safety concerns, such as inadequate security 
measures, weak law enforcement, and societal attitudes 
towards women, reducing work hours merely sidesteps the 
issue. It fails to address the systemic changes needed to create 
a safe environment for all employees. 

o Disempowerment of Women: By restricting women's work 
hours, the policy indirectly suggests that women are less 
capable of managing their own safety. This disempowers 
them, denying their agency and autonomy in making 
decisions about their work and safety. 

o Long-Term Repercussions: Such measures could 
discourage women from entering certain professions or 
industries altogether, leading to a gender imbalance in the 
workforce. This not only limits women's opportunities but 
also deprives industries of diverse perspectives and talent. 

Alternative Strategies to Ensure Workplace Safety for Women: 
o Strengthening Security Measures: Organizations should 

invest in robust security measures, such as improved lighting, 
surveillance, and safe transportation options for women 
working night shifts. This would create a safer work 
environment without imposing restrictions on women's work 
hours. 

o Training and Awareness Programs: Conducting regular 
training sessions on gender sensitivity, workplace safety, and 
self-defense can empower women and raise awareness among 
all employees. This helps in fostering a culture of respect and 
vigilance within the workplace. 

o Legal and Policy Reforms: Governments and organizations 
should enforce strict anti-harassment policies, provide legal 
recourse for victims, and ensure swift action against 
offenders. Legal reforms that mandate equal treatment of all 
employees, regardless of gender, can help protect women's 
rights and safety in the workplace. 

o Promoting Gender Equality: Encouraging the presence of 
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women in leadership roles and decision-making processes 
within organizations can contribute to a more gender-
sensitive approach to workplace policies. This helps in 
creating a balanced and inclusive work environment. 

Conclusion  While the intention behind reducing night duty hours for women may 
be to ensure their safety, such a measure is ultimately regressive, as 
it reinforces gender stereotypes and limits women's professional 
opportunities. A more effective approach would involve addressing 
the root causes of workplace safety concerns through strengthened 
security measures, legal reforms, and a commitment to gender 
equality. By empowering women and ensuring their safety through 
these means, we can create a work environment that is both safe and 
conducive to their professional growth. 

 
Q.38) Q.38 "The Justice K. Hema committee’s report on the issues faced by women in 

the Malayalam film industry has led to significant upheavals within the industry 
and beyond." Analyze the statement with respect to the reality of reel life and 
exploitation as a structural problem in the film industry. Suggest steps that could 
be taken to ensure a safer working environment for women. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Topic-Women Security 
Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/catalyst-for-change-on-the-hema-committee-
report-and-malayalam-film-industry/article68565778.ece 

Introduction The film industry, often glamorized as a world of glitz and glamour, 
has its own set of deep-rooted issues, primarily revolving around 
exploitation and lack of transparency. The K. Hema Committee 
report sheds light on these systemic issues, highlighting the need for 
significant reforms. Government intervention is crucial to rectify 
these ingrained problems and ensure a fair working environment. 

Body  Findings of the K. Hema Committee Report: 
 Reality of Reel Life: 
 Role of the Government: 
 Steps for a Safer Working Environment: 

Conclusion The K. Hema Committee report is a pivotal step toward 
acknowledging and addressing the systemic issues within the Indian 
film industry. Government intervention is not just necessary but 
essential in catalyzing change. By implementing comprehensive 
reforms and ensuring strict enforcement of new regulations, the 
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government can help transform the film industry into a safer, more 
equitable space for creative expression. This action will not only 
enhance the industry's global reputation but also ensure that the allure 
of reel life is not marred by the harsh realities of exploitation and 
discrimination. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Women Security 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q:“Though women in post-Independent India have excelled in 
various fields, the social attitude towards women and feminist 
movement has been patriarchal." Apart from women education 
and women empowerment schemes, what interventions can help 
change this milieu?(2021) 

Introduction The film industry, often glamorized as a world of glitz and glamour, 
has its own set of deep-rooted issues, primarily revolving around 
exploitation and lack of transparency. The K. Hema Committee 
report sheds light on these systemic issues, highlighting the need for 
significant reforms. Government intervention is crucial to rectify 
these ingrained problems and ensure a fair working environment. 

Body Findings of the K. Hema Committee Report: 
 Exploitation Types: The report details various forms of 

exploitation, including economic disparity, sexual 
harassment, and contractual injustices that actors and crew 
face regularly. 

 Structural Problems: It points to the monopolistic control of 
major studios and production houses, leading to a power 
imbalance and exploitation of lesser-known artists and 
technicians. 

Reality of Reel Life: 
 Contrast between Perception and Reality: While the film 

industry appears glamorous, the reality for many involves 
precarious job security, exploitative work hours, and often, 
harassment. 

 Vulnerability of Minorities and Women: The industry's 
hierarchical structure leaves women, newcomers, and 
minorities especially vulnerable to exploitation. 

Role of the Government: 
 Regulatory Frameworks: Establishing a regulatory body to 

oversee contracts, wages, and working conditions in the film 
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industry. This body could also handle grievances and 
disputes. 

 Legal Measures: Enforcing stricter laws against harassment 
and discrimination, with specific clauses tailored to the 
nuances of the film industry. 

Steps for a Safer Working Environment: 
 Policy Implementation: Enactment of strict anti-harassment 

policies that are in line with global standards. These policies 
should be clearly communicated and accessible to all 
employees. 

 Regular Workshops and Sensitization Programs: 
Mandatory gender sensitization training and workshops on 
sexual harassment should be conducted regularly to educate 
everyone about the consequences of such actions. 

 Establishment of Grievance Redressal Mechanisms: 
Creation of a confidential and robust complaint and redressal 
mechanism within every production house. The presence of 
third-party observers or ombudspersons can ensure 
impartiality. 

 Enhanced Representation: Encouraging greater female 
representation in all areas of the industry, particularly in 
leadership roles, to balance the power dynamics. 

 Legal Compliance and Monitoring: Ensuring compliance 
with existing legal frameworks protecting women's rights and 
workplace safety. Regular audits and reviews by independent 
bodies can help maintain transparency and accountability. 

Conclusion  The K. Hema Committee report is a pivotal step toward 
acknowledging and addressing the systemic issues within the Indian 
film industry. Government intervention is not just necessary but 
essential in catalyzing change. By implementing comprehensive 
reforms and ensuring strict enforcement of new regulations, the 
government can help transform the film industry into a safer, more 
equitable space for creative expression. This action will not only 
enhance the industry's global reputation but also ensure that the allure 
of reel life is not marred by the harsh realities of exploitation and 
discrimination. 
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Q.39) "India needs to develop a care ecosystem to increase women's participation in the 
labour force." Discuss the importance of a care ecosystem and suggest measures 
to create a conducive environment for women to join and remain in the workforce. 
(250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-needs-to-develop-a-care-
ecosystem/article68572717.ece 
Topic- Women empowerment 

Introduction Women's participation in the labour force in India is notably low 
compared to global standards, hovering around 20%. One of the 
significant factors contributing to this is the lack of a supportive care 
ecosystem that can alleviate the disproportionate burden of 
caregiving responsibilities on women. A well-developed care 
ecosystem would not only promote gender equality but also unlock 
India's potential for economic growth by enhancing women's 
participation in the labour force. 

Body  Understanding the Care Ecosystem 
 Importance of a Care Ecosystem for Increasing Women's 

Labour Force Participation 
 Challenges in Developing a Care Ecosystem in India 
 Measures to Develop a Robust Care Ecosystem in India 

Conclusion Developing a care ecosystem is not just a gender issue but an 
economic imperative for India. By addressing the systemic 
challenges that restrict women's participation in the workforce, India 
can move towards a more inclusive, equitable, and prosperous future. 
Policymakers, civil society, and the private sector must collaborate 
to create a holistic care framework that enables women to balance 
their professional and personal lives, ultimately leading to greater 
economic growth and social progress. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Women empowerment 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q.“Though women in post-Independent India have excelled in 
various fields, the social attitude towards women and feminist 
movement has been patriarchal." Apart from women education 
and women empowerment schemes, what interventions can help 
change this milieu? (2021) 

Introduction Women's participation in the labour force in India is notably low 
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compared to global standards, hovering around 20%. One of the 
significant factors contributing to this is the lack of a supportive care 
ecosystem that can alleviate the disproportionate burden of 
caregiving responsibilities on women. A well-developed care 
ecosystem would not only promote gender equality but also unlock 
India's potential for economic growth by enhancing women's 
participation in the labour force. 

Body Understanding the Care Ecosystem: 
 without compromising on their A care ecosystem refers to a 

comprehensive framework that includes affordable and 
accessible child care, elderly care, health care, maternity 
benefits, and social security systems. 

 It ensures that the caregiving responsibilities, which 
predominantly fall on women, are recognized, shared, and 
supported by societal institutions, thereby enabling women to 
pursue careers family responsibilities. 

Importance of a Care Ecosystem for Increasing Women's 
Labour Force Participation: 

 Reducing the Double Burden: Women in India often face a 
"double burden" of paid work and unpaid care work, which 
limits their ability to engage fully in the labour market. A care 
ecosystem can help reduce this burden by providing adequate 
support systems. 

 Enabling Economic Empowerment: With more support for 
caregiving, women can better engage in economic activities, 
enhancing their financial independence and contributing to 
household income. 

 Promoting Gender Equality: A robust care ecosystem 
promotes gender equality by challenging traditional gender 
roles that confine women to unpaid caregiving roles, allowing 
for more equitable distribution of work within families. 

3. Boosting Economic Growth: Studies have shown that 
increasing women’s participation in the workforce can 
significantly boost a country’s GDP. In India, a 10% increase 
in women's participation could potentially increase the GDP 
by 1.4%. 

Challenges in Developing a Care Ecosystem in India: 
 Inadequate Infrastructure: The lack of quality and 

affordable child care and elderly care facilities hinders 
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women's ability to work. 
 Cultural Norms and Social Barriers: Deep-rooted 

patriarchal norms often prevent women from seeking 
employment or staying in the workforce after marriage or 
childbirth. 

 Limited Maternity Benefits: While the Maternity Benefit 
(Amendment) Act, 2017, was a step forward, many women, 
particularly in the informal sector, remain outside its ambit. 

 Financial Constraints: Both the government and private 
sector face financial constraints in setting up extensive care 
infrastructure. 

Measures to Develop a Robust Care Ecosystem in India: 
 Expanding Child and Elderly Care Infrastructure: 

o Establish more government-supported child care centers 
and crèches, especially in rural and semi-urban areas. 

o Encourage Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) to develop 
affordable care services and incentivize private sector 
employers to provide child care facilities. 

 Implementing Family-Friendly Workplace Policies: 
o Promote flexible work hours, remote working options, 

and job-sharing arrangements, especially for mothers 
returning to work post-maternity. 

o Encourage paternity leave policies to promote shared 
caregiving responsibilities among both parents. 

 Strengthening Maternity and Parental Benefits: 
o Expand the scope of the Maternity Benefit Act to cover 

women in informal sectors and provide financial 
incentives for small and medium-sized enterprises to 
adhere to the Act. 

o Introduce parental insurance schemes that can be used for 
child care support. 

 Promoting Social Norm Change: 
o Conduct awareness campaigns to challenge gender 

stereotypes related to caregiving roles and encourage 
greater male participation in caregiving. 

o Integrate gender equality education in school curricula to 
instill values of shared responsibility from an early age. 

 Ensuring Social Security for Informal Workers: 
o Develop targeted social security schemes that provide 
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financial support and care services to women working in 
the informal sector, who often lack access to basic rights 
and services. 

Conclusion  Developing a care ecosystem is not just a gender issue but an 
economic imperative for India. By addressing the systemic 
challenges that restrict women's participation in the workforce, India 
can move towards a more inclusive, equitable, and prosperous future. 
Policymakers, civil society, and the private sector must collaborate 
to create a holistic care framework that enables women to balance 
their professional and personal lives, ultimately leading to greater 
economic growth and social progress. 
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Disaster Management 
 
Q.40) "The recent landslides in Wayanad highlight the urgent need for ecological 

restoration and the rehabilitation of people in vulnerable areas. Discuss the causes 
and impacts of these landslides and suggest measures for sustainable management 
and disaster mitigation in Kerala." (250 words) 

Topic- Landslides 

Introduction Kerala, renowned for its lush landscapes and biodiversity, has been 
increasingly susceptible to landslides, particularly in regions like 
Wayanad. These events, often exacerbated by human activities, are 
termed "unnatural disasters" due to the role of deforestation, 
unsustainable land use, and climate change. The Wayanad landslides 
underscore the pressing need for ecological restoration and the 
rehabilitation of affected communities to prevent further disasters 
and promote sustainable development. 

Body  Causes of Wayanad Landslides: 
 Impacts of Landslides: 
 Measures for Sustainable Management and Disaster 

Mitigation 

Conclusion The Wayanad landslides highlight the critical need for integrated 
approaches to disaster management and sustainable development in 
Kerala. By prioritizing ecological restoration, responsible land use, 
and community-focused rehabilitation efforts, Kerala can mitigate 
the risks of unnatural disasters and ensure the safety and well-being 
of its people and environment. A comprehensive and participatory 
approach that balances economic development with ecological 
sustainability is essential for building resilient communities and 
preserving Kerala's unique natural heritage. 

 

UPSC Syllabus Landslides 

Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Describe the various causes and the effects of landslides. Mention 
components of the important components of National Landslide Risk 
Management strategy. [250 Words] [15 Marks] [2021] 

Introduction Kerala, renowned for its lush landscapes and biodiversity, has been 
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increasingly susceptible to landslides, particularly in regions like 
Wayanad. These events, often exacerbated by human activities, are 
termed "unnatural disasters" due to the role of deforestation, 
unsustainable land use, and climate change. The Wayanad landslides 
underscore the pressing need for ecological restoration and the 
rehabilitation of affected communities to prevent further disasters 
and promote sustainable development. 

Body 1. Causes of Wayanad Landslides: 
 Deforestation and Land Use Changes: The extensive 

clearing of forests for agriculture, plantations, and 
infrastructure projects has significantly weakened soil 
stability in the region. This loss of vegetation cover increases 
soil erosion and susceptibility to landslides. 

 Unplanned Construction and Mining Activities: Rapid 
urbanization and illegal mining in ecologically sensitive 
zones have destabilized slopes, contributing to landslide 
risks. 

 Heavy Rainfall and Climate Change: Wayanad receives 
substantial monsoon rainfall, and climate change has 
intensified rainfall patterns, increasing the likelihood of 
landslides. 

 Soil Erosion and Topographical Vulnerability: The hilly 
terrain of Wayanad, combined with soil erosion due to 
inadequate vegetation cover, makes the region highly prone 
to landslides. 

2. Impacts of Landslides: 
 Loss of Life and Property: Landslides in Wayanad have led 

to significant loss of life, destruction of homes, and 
displacement of communities, exacerbating socio-economic 
vulnerabilities. 

 Environmental Degradation: Landslides cause severe 
environmental damage, including the loss of biodiversity, soil 
degradation, and disruption of natural water systems. 

 Economic Disruption: The destruction of agricultural land, 
infrastructure, and tourism facilities adversely impacts local 
economies and livelihoods. 

 Social Displacement: Displaced communities face 
challenges such as loss of livelihoods, inadequate shelter, and 
lack of access to basic services, leading to long-term socio-
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economic instability. 
3. Measures for Sustainable Management and Disaster 
Mitigation: 

 Ecological Restoration and Reforestation: Reforestation of 
denuded areas and the promotion of native vegetation can 
restore ecological balance and enhance soil stability. 
Community-driven afforestation projects can involve local 
populations in conservation efforts. 

 Implementation of Sustainable Land Use Policies: 
Enforcing regulations on land use, zoning, and construction 
practices in vulnerable areas can minimize human-induced 
landslide risks. This includes restricting development in 
ecologically sensitive zones and promoting sustainable 
agriculture. 

 Strengthening Early Warning Systems: Developing robust 
early warning systems and disaster preparedness plans can 
enhance community resilience and facilitate timely 
evacuation and response efforts. 

 Rehabilitation and Relocation of Affected Communities: 
Prioritizing the rehabilitation of displaced populations 
through secure housing, livelihood support, and access to 
basic amenities is crucial for restoring normalcy and reducing 
future vulnerabilities. 

 Community Awareness and Participation: Educating 
communities about landslide risks, conservation practices, 
and disaster preparedness can foster a culture of resilience 
and cooperation. 

Conclusion  The Wayanad landslides highlight the critical need for integrated 
approaches to disaster management and sustainable development in 
Kerala. By prioritizing ecological restoration, responsible land use, 
and community-focused rehabilitation efforts, Kerala can mitigate 
the risks of unnatural disasters and ensure the safety and well-being 
of its people and environment. A comprehensive and participatory 
approach that balances economic development with ecological 
sustainability is essential for building resilient communities and 
preserving Kerala's unique natural heritage. 

 
 
 



 

Call: 9392957733    KP’s 21st Century IAS Academy - ( 4 )  
 

Q.41) Discuss the role of safety audits in preventing industrial accidents and ensuring 
worker safety. Highlight the challenges in implementing effective safety audits and 
suggest measures to overcome these obstacles. (250 words, 15 marks) 

Source: The Hindu 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/death-at-work-on-industrial-
safety/article68554966.ece 
Topic- Industrial accidents 

Introduction Industrial safety is paramount to protect workers from injuries and 
fatalities, ensuring the smooth functioning of industrial operations. 
Safety audits serve as a critical tool in identifying potential hazards 
and enforcing regulatory compliance within industrial settings. 
However, despite their significance, numerous challenges affect the 
effectiveness of these audits. Addressing these challenges is vital for 
enhancing workplace safety and minimizing the incidence of 
industrial accidents. 

Body  Importance of Safety Audits 
 Common Hazards in Industrial Settings 
 Challenges in Implementing Safety Audits 
 Enhancing the Effectiveness of Safety Audits 
 Role of Culture in Safety 

Conclusion Safety audits are a cornerstone in the framework of industrial safety, 
essential for safeguarding workers and ensuring operational 
continuity. While there are challenges in implementing effective 
safety audits, addressing these through enhanced training, 
management commitment, and legislative backing can lead to 
substantial improvements in industrial safety. Cultivating a robust 
culture of safety is equally important to ensure that safety protocols 
are not just implemented but ingrained in the day-to-day operations of 
an organization. Thus, a multifaceted approach encompassing these 
elements is crucial for the prevention of workplace deaths and 
injuries.  

 

UPSC Syllabus Industrial accidents  
Why was this 
question asked? 

Q: Discuss the recent measures initiated in disaster management 
by the Government of India departing from the earlier reactive 
approach.250 words] [15 Marks] (2020)  

Introduction Industrial safety is paramount to protect workers from injuries and 
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fatalities, ensuring the smooth functioning of industrial operations. 
Safety audits serve as a critical tool in identifying potential hazards 
and enforcing regulatory compliance within industrial settings. 
However, despite their significance, numerous challenges affect the 
effectiveness of these audits. Addressing these challenges is vital for 
enhancing workplace safety and minimizing the incidence of 
industrial accidents.  

Body 1. Importance of Safety Audits 
 Safety audits are systematic assessments conducted to 

evaluate the effectiveness of health and safety programs within 
an organization.  

 They help in detecting non-compliance with safety regulations 
and identifying latent hazards in the workplace.  

 By proactively addressing these issues, safety audits 
contribute to the creation of safer working environments and 
the prevention of accidents that can lead to severe injuries or 
death. 

2. Common Hazards in Industrial Settings 
 Industrial settings are fraught with hazards such as machinery 

malfunctions, exposure to hazardous substances, electrical 
dangers, and ergonomic risks.  

 Regular safety audits help in the early detection and mitigation 
of these risks.  

 For instance, by ensuring that machinery is properly 
maintained and workers are trained in safety protocols, the 
likelihood of accidents can be significantly reduced. 

3. Challenges in Implementing Safety Audits 
 Implementing effective safety audits can be hindered by 

several factors including inadequate training of auditors, lack 
of resources, and resistance from management.  

 In some cases, there is also a lack of comprehensive audit 
frameworks that address all potential risks in an industrial 
environment.  

 These challenges can compromise the thoroughness and 
effectiveness of safety audits. 

4. Enhancing the Effectiveness of Safety Audits 
 To overcome the challenges faced in conducting effective 

safety audits, several measures can be undertaken: 
1. Training and Certification: Ensuring that safety auditors are 
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well-trained and certified can enhance the quality of audits. 
Regular training updates based on the latest safety standards 
and practices should be mandated. 

2. Management Support: Gaining full support from 
management is crucial for the successful implementation of 
safety protocols identified during audits. Management should 
be made aware of the potential financial and human costs of 
neglecting industrial safety. 

3. Technology Integration: Utilizing modern technologies such 
as AI for hazard recognition and data analytics for trend 
analysis can augment the capabilities of safety audits. This can 
lead to more precise identification of risks and tailored safety 
recommendations. 

4. Legislative Support: Strengthening legislation related to 
industrial safety and ensuring strict enforcement can drive 
compliance and regularity in conducting safety audits. 

5. Role of Culture in Safety 
 Creating a culture of safety within the organization goes 

beyond mere compliance. It involves building an environment 
where every employee feels responsible for maintaining safety 
standards.  
Regular safety training, open communication about risks, and 
a non-punitive approach to reporting safety issues are essential 
components of a strong safety culture.  

Conclusion  Safety audits are a cornerstone in the framework of industrial safety, 
essential for safeguarding workers and ensuring operational 
continuity. While there are challenges in implementing effective 
safety audits, addressing these through enhanced training, 
management commitment, and legislative backing can lead to 
substantial improvements in industrial safety. Cultivating a robust 
culture of safety is equally important to ensure that safety protocols 
are not just implemented but ingrained in the day-to-day operations of 
an organization. Thus, a multifaceted approach encompassing these 
elements is crucial for the prevention of workplace deaths and 
injuries. 

 
 


